
Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information 
contained herein are for illustrative purposes 
only and should not, without further inquiry, be 
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the 
extent permitted by law, the Land Development 
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or 
damage that may be incurred as a result of your 
reliance upon these materials.
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The LDA is mindful of the 
environmental values of the site and 
will seek referral under the EPBC Act, 
which is required for the development 
of the project area.

ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES

Ecological surveys have been conducted across the project area since 2009, 
including an additional survey in late 2014 of the area where the Cotter Road 
realignment and the revised Mint Interchange are proposed. That Ecological
Assessment report is now available on the LDA website.

The statutory process for referral under the EPBC Act includes mandatory 
public consultation.
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Golden Sun Moth (GSM) habitat occurs in varying 
densities and is fragmented over several locations 
throughout the project area.

Surveys also indicate an increase in exotic 
species in Natural Temperate Grassland (NTG) 
that compromises the quality of GSM habitat.

EPBC Act environment assessment process—referral

Person proposing to take the action makes a referral to the 
minister via the department.

Action is clearly unacceptable
The minister makes a decision within 20 business days.

Person informed of decision.The minister makes a decision within 20 business days on 
whether approval is required under the EPBC Act and on 

process of assessment.

YES

Deciding if a proposed action needs to be referred

•  Is the proposed action likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national 
environmental significance?

The matters of national environmental significance are:

• world heritage properties

• national heritage places

• wetlands of international importance

• threatened species and ecological communities

• migratory species

• Commonwealth marine areas

• the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, and

• nuclear actions (including uranium mines)

•  Is the proposed action likely to have a significant impact on the environment in general 
(for actions by Commonwealth agencies or actions on Commonwealth land) or the 
environment on Commonwealth land (for actions outside Commonwealth land)? 

•  If you are not certain about whether your proposed action requires approval under  
the EPBC Act you may refer the proposal for a decision by the minister.
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