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WHITLAM

Hello Whitlam 
Community!
This is the first of 
the Whitlam Mingle 
newsletters! Register 
to receive electronic 
newsletters and 
event invitations on our website, 
suburbanland.act.gov.au/ 
whitlam/mingle.
As the Mingle program continues in 
Whitlam, we will produce a newsletter 
each quarter. They will always be 
sent electronically and soon, as more 
residents move into the suburb, they 
will also be delivered to your mailbox.

@WhitlamMingle suburbanland.act.gov.au/minglemingle@act.gov.au 02 6205 0600

http://suburbanland.act.gov.au/whitlam/mingle
http://suburbanland.act.gov.au/whitlam/mingle


What is Mingle?

COVID-19 and our responsibilities
Your health and safety is our priority and we will 
only hold Mingle events if it is safe to do so. All 
events and activities hosted or supported by Mingle 
will have measures in place to look after you and 
your community. We are always monitoring health 
updates and COVID-19 restrictions. If circumstances 
change, we may alter, postponer or cancel events 
at short notice. All Mingle events will adhere to 
capacity restrictions, physical distancing practices, 
use of the CBR check-in app and strictly follow all 
other public health requirements. 

If you are feeling unwell, we remind you to please 
stay home. Please follow all current health advice 

related to your location, any travel and your 
personal/family circumstances. You can keep up 
to date on all the latest COVID-19 information at 
covid19.act.gov.au.

The Suburban Land Agency’s 
Mingle program is here to 
kickstart your community as 
part of the Suburban Land 
Agency’s commitment to 
creating great places where 
communities thrive. Mingle is 
a community development 
program that connects with 
community in the early years 
of the suburb. Mingle seeks to 
build relationships and enable 
the new community to establish 
its own identity. Whitlam Mingle 
officially started in June 2021 
and it is planned to continue 
until 2026. We will work to 
strengthen connections with 
you, your family, neighbours 
and friends to all feel safe, 
welcomed and a part of a 
thriving community in Whitlam.

What is community development?
Community development is about connections and community participation. 
It’s identifying strengths within your community and building relationships with 
your neighbours and your place (environment) to create lasting connections and 
meaningful outcomes. This is driven from within the community – by you, your 
family and your new neighbours.
As someone who lives in Whitlam, we welcome you to be an active community 
member by contributing ideas and getting involved in projects and initiatives. 
Working alongside the Whitlam community and guided by you, Mingle will 
help to create:

• a safe place through information 
sessions and potentially a 
neighbourhood watch group

• fun places for kids through 
community activities and 
playgroups including activities 
for teens

• a sustainable community with 
things like environmental groups 
and communal gardens

• an active community with dog walks 
and local walking and cycling groups

• a local community that is 
empowered to feel like they belong.

To keep you informed 
of updates and 
changes as well as 
helping us manage 
attendee numbers, 
we ask that you 
register for all events 
and activities via 
the Eventbrite links 
provided for each.

http://covid19.act.gov.au


Protect your verge – 
what is the Whitlam 
verge bond and how 
do I claim it back?

End of Year Celebration

During the construction of your new home, you are 
required to protect the verge and repair any damage upon 
completion of your landscape works. To ensure the suburb 
verges are returned to their original clean and tidy state 
post construction, a $1000 bond was required from all 
homeowners at the time of settlement. Once construction 
is complete and the verge is back to its original condition. 

So, what do you need to do?
1. Keep your verge protected from damage and debris
2. Once your build is complete, fill out the Whitlam Verge 

Bond Application Form. 

Please contact the Suburban Land Agency  
(02) 6205 0600 or email suburbanland@act.gov.au  
if you have any questions.

Whitlam residents are invited to become 
members of the Molonglo Valley Community 
Forum (MVCF). The MVCF is the community 
council for the Molonglo Valley. Our objective 
is to preserve and improve the social, cultural, 
economic and environmental wellbeing of the 
Molonglo Valley and its community.
The MVCF was established in 2020 by a small 
group of locals who had an idea to improve the 
Molonglo Valley. The vision was to bring the 
community together to engage in discussions 
on concerns, solutions, or ideas to strengthen 
our community. Our priority focus areas are 
community, liveability, and accessibility, with 
planning as an overarching theme.
Whitlam residents can sign up to our mailing 
list, attend our monthly meetings and become 
members of the MVCF.
More information is available on our website 
mvcommunityforum.org.au.

Let’s celebrate with neighbours, workmates, friends and families to 
come together for the end of the year. Over the next month, keep an 
eye on the Mingle Facebook page for details of the Whitlam end of 
year activity. We ask that you comment with ideas for fun things that 
you and your family might like to see included, as a way of becoming 
familiar with your new suburb and connecting with your future 
neighbours. Be it food, music, kids’ activities or entertainment, you 
can have your say to make it a joyous occasion for all of Whitlam. 

If you’d like to contact us directly with ideas, we’d love to hear from 
you. Email us at mingle@act.gov.au at any time. 

What is a verge? 
It is the (public land) area 
between your property 
boundary line and the 
kerbside and gutter.

?

A voice for 
the Molonglo 
Valley – a 
message from 
Molonglo Valley 
Community 
Forum
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Disclaimer: The Suburban Land Agency makes no warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and recommends obtaining independent financial, 
legal and accounting advice before considering purchasing land or making an offer to purchase land. Produced by the Suburban Land Agency.

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of the lands and waters where we live and work, and pay our respects to the elders past, present and future.

@WhitlamMingle suburbanland.act.gov.au/minglemingle@act.gov.au 02 6205 0600

Namarag

Illegal 
dumping 
& litter

Canberra’s newest nature space is now open. 
Namarag is a celebration of Ngunnawal Country 
and culture, on the banks of the Molonglo River. 
This beautiful, restored native bushland reserve has 
been designed with Ngunnawal art, language and 
storytelling woven into the landscape. 
Namarag is a 35-hectare nature space within the 
Molonglo River Reserve.
Namarag provides sweeping views over the Molonglo 
River corridor and broader Molonglo Valley, offering 
walking tracks, river access, fishing, picnics and 
nature play. Namarag’s bushland is being restored to 
help conserve our native plants and animals.
Come and explore the new nature play space,  
events terrace, multi-use walking tracks and 
conservation areas, backed with sweeping views  
of the Molonglo River.
You can visit Namarag from John Gorton Drive,  
just south of Whitlam. Plan your adventure at  
bit.ly/Namarag

As with many newly 
developed suburbs that 
feature builders and 
construction, communities will see incidental building 
debris, materials and other rubbish. Most dispose of waste 
responsibly, however, illegal dumping is unfortunately still 
littering Canberra streets. 
Illegal dumping is a concern for all in our community as it:
• pollutes our lakes, rivers and waterways
• is wasting resources, as lots of dumped items can be 

recycled or re-used
• is dangerous or may contain hazardous waste
• attracts vermin such as rats and cockroaches
• looks unsightly, and
• is a financial burden to you as a rate payer.
It is an offence under the Litter Act 2004 to dump rubbish in 
a public place and strict penalties do apply (for individuals, 
and businesses).
Be waste wise and dispose of your litter and unwanted 
goods responsibly. Check out City Services website for 
details of drop points and collection centres. 
You can report illegal dumping by calling Access Canberra 
on 13 22 81 or fill out the Access Canberra Feedback Form.

Have you heard of Woden  
Community Service?
Woden Community Service (WCS) 
provide services across all the ACT 
and is actively working with 
residents across the Molonglo Valley 
including Whitlam.

WCS believes in a caring 
community where everyone belongs. 
WCS aims to build connected 
communities and enrich people’s lives 
by providing services such as:

• early learning to aged care services
• supporting mental health and 

wellbeing & assisting those living 
with disability

• responding to homelessness
• working with families and  

young people
• outreach of our Children Services
• youth engagement
• family supports
• Little Pantry Program

There are currently community 
initiatives already running in the 
Molonglo Valley region, and you’ll 
see WCS alongside Mingle at various 
community activities to welcome you.
If you would like more information 
about WCS email info@wcs.org.au 
or contact 6282 2644.

https://www.environment.act.gov.au/parks-conservation/parks-and-reserves/find-a-park/molonglo-river-reserve?a=1889041
https://bit.ly/Namarag
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/public-land/maintenance/illegal_dumping
https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/s/feedback-and-complaints
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