Welcome and introduction
Thank you for participating in this Community
Information Session about the Planning and
Development Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks
+ Environs.
We encourage you to find out more about the
Strategy by viewing the information display and
talking to members of the project team here today.

Government House

Parliament House

Canberra Brickworks
+ Environs
(41.95 ha site)

The Planning and
Development Strategy
includes:
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Restoration of the historic Canberra
Brickworks to enable safe public access
Development of high quality public
facilities including three parks:
- Quarry Park on the site of the old quarry
- Denman Street Park to the south of
Denman Street
- A park incorporating the Railway
Remnants heritage area
Development of land surrounding
the Brickworks to provide a range of
housing options
Commercial space primarily located
in Deakin to support the West Deakin
Business Park
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Why a Planning and Development Strategy?
The Brickworks needs attention
Since its closure in 1976, the Brickworks’ historical
value and potential to serve our community has
been unrealised.
The Brickworks is on the ACT National Trust’s
‘most at-risk’ sites in Canberra due to ongoing
neglect, and to do nothing is no longer an option.
The Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning
and Development Strategy has been developed
following a Conservation Management Plan to
address heritage restoration of the Brickworks and
broad community consultation – in 2010-2011.

Canberra is growing and changing
The ACT will be home to half a million residents by
2033 and we will require 45,000 more dwellings.
Housing supply is a critical issue for Canberra and
land is running out on the fringes of the city. The

Canberra Brickworks + Environs
Planning and Development Strategy

ACT Planning Strategy (2012) sets a target for the
delivery of 50% or more of new housing through
urban intensification.
The Canberra Brickworks + Environs project is
an example of how the ACT’s strategic planning
policy – informed by conversations with the
Canberra community in Canberra Time to Talk
2030 – can now be implemented.
Time to Talk Canberra 2030, released in January
2011, told us Canberrans want a more compact
city that will better support a public transport
system and deliver a better mix of housing
across the ACT.
This catalyst project will contribute to the
strategic directions and actions set out in the
ACT Planning Strategy and Transport for Canberra
(2012) – to create more compact development
around the city’s town and group centres and
major public transport routes.

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Project team
The Planning and Development Strategy has
been prepared by the LDA and its experienced
multidisciplinary team:
Hill Thalis Architecture + Urban Projects
Urban design
Jane Irwin Landscape Architects
Landscape architecture
SMEC
Transport, traffic and infrastructure
Sphere Property
Economic analysis and modelling
Elton Consulting
Community and stakeholder engagement
MacroPlan Dimasi
Commercial Feasability
Colliers International
Sales and revenue
Umwelt and Alison Rowell
Environmental assessment
A separate heritage study involving the
preparation of a Conservation Management
Plan was undertaken by Lovell Chen.

Planning and consultation process
What’s happened so far?
The Planning and Development Strategy will act
as a framework to guide future land use, traffic and
transport planning, and infrastructure investment
for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs.

Consultation to date

Work undertaken to date as part of the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy includes:

A broad process of community consultation was conducted
from April 2010 to February 2011 to support development
of the Draft Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs.
Community feedback was sought on a number of planning
options for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs and a
preferred Draft Master Plan that was presented in 2010 (ie the
Draft Planning and Development Strategy).

• Background studies on heritage, environment, traffic,
transport and infrastructure
• Preparation of a Conservation Management Plan and Site
Analysis Report
• Community consultation around a series of options for
the site (2010-11)
• Preparation of the Draft Planning and Development
Strategy (2010)
• Internal reviews and approvals
• Further studies including traffic and transport,
remediation and feasibility studies
• Preparation of the current Strategy (2013)

we are
here

• Consultation on the current Strategy

Phase

Understanding the
site, community values,
interests and aspirations

Activity

April - May 2010

• Key stakeholder interviews
• Project website
www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra
• Community survey
• Project Reference Group meeting 1
• Newsletter 1
• Community Conversation Workshop 1
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December 2010 
February 2011

June - August 2010

Finalising the draft
Planning Strategy

Strategy development
– options / scenarios
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project Reference Group meeting 2
Newsletter 2
Community Conversation Workshop 2
Website update
Project Reference Group meeting 3
Newsletter 3
Additional Community Conversation
Workshop 3
• Website update

•
•
•
•

Additional stakeholder meetings
Project Reference Group meeting 4
Flyer/Newsletter 4
Community Information and
Feedback Session
• Additional public displays
• Additional phone survey
• Website update

Canberra Brickworks + Environs
Planning and Development Strategy

May - June 2014
Release of the current
Planning Strategy
• Website update
• Newsletter 5
• Meetings with key stakeholders
including the Project Reference
Group
• Community Information Session and
guided tours (Saturday 31 May)
• Public comment and submissions
(until 14 July 2014)

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Ongoing
Statutory planning
associated with the
Brickworks + Environs
• Formal public consultation
associated with the relevant
statutory processes

About the Planning and Development Strategy
Current Strategy: Key Features

Current and Draft Strategies: Key facts and figures
Draft Strategy
(2010)

Building heights
adjacent to existing
residential areas are
limited to 2 storeys

Initial ‘make safe’
of the Brickworks

Key features of the current Planning
and Development Strategy are
shown here on the master plan.
These include:

Three new high quality
urban parklands –
Canberra Brickworks,
Denman Street Park
and Railway Remnants
heritage area

Higher buildings
located furthest
from existing
residential areas

• Initial ‘make safe’ of the Brickworks to
allow potential future uses

Yarralumla
Traffic flow
managed through
minimising street
connections
into the existing
Yarralumla suburb

• Provision of approximately 15,000 sqm of
commercial space

Layout
respects the
ceremonial
approach to
Government
House

Curtin

6 km to
e
city centr

Approx. 1,200
new dwellings
in Yarralumla
Where appropriate,
increased heights
deliver density along
transport corridors

N

Building heights
are respectful of
the existing scale of
neighbouring suburbs

LEgEnD
Study Area Boundary
Heritage Elements

Deakin
Approx. 400
new dwellings
in Deakin

Approx.
15,000 m2 of
commercial
space

Proposed building heights are shown
as maximum number of storeys (x)

Estate housing

900-1,100 dwellings

Approximately 1,600 dwellings

Quarry housing

Development parcel north of
quarry park

No development parcel north
of quarry park

Maximum
building heights

No 8 storey development
included

8 storey maximum in West
Deakin

4 storey maximum along
Adelaide Avenue, Cotter
Road and between the Royal
Canberra Golf Course and
Brickworks

4-8 storey maximum along
Adelaide Avenue and between
the Royal Canberra Golf Course
and Brickworks

3 storey maximum for
remainder of development

Range of 2, 3, and 6 storey
maximum for remainder of
development

25,000 sqm

15,000 sqm

Adaptive reuse of 4 kilns

Initially ‘make safe’, to enable
potential future uses / private
investment in the adaptive reuse
of the Brickworks when this
is financially feasible (eg cafes,
restaurants, community facilities)

Assumes Cotter Road and
Adelaide Avenue interchange
is upgraded

Staging plan is not contingent
on the Cotter Road and
Adelaide Avenue interchange
upgrade

Park at Yarralumla
Brickworks
heritage railway
remnants

Not registered by the ACT
Heritage Council at time of
preparation

Registration amended by
the ACT Heritage Council in
October 2013, and incorporated
into the current Strategy

Quarry Park

3.6 ha

Approximately 4ha

Denman Street
Park

Approximate size of park: 80m
x 470m

Approximate size of park: 80m
x 340m

Indicative cost of $5 million for
Canberra Brickworks only

Indicative cost of $5 million
with onsite containment cell for
asbestos containing material
and management plan

• The development of three new high
quality urban parklands, incorporating
the Canberra Brickworks and associated
railway remnants
• The construction of approximately 1,600
new dwellings (including 1,200 north of
Adelaide Avenue in Yarralumla and 400
south of Adelaide Avenue in Deakin)

• Building heights that are respectful
of the existing scale of neighbouring
suburbs, and where appropriate,
increased heights that deliver density
located along current transport corridors
• Higher buildings are located furthest
from existing residential areas
• Building heights adjacent to existing
residential areas are limited to 2 storeys
• Traffic flow is managed through
minimising street connections into the
existing Yarralumla suburb
• Layout respects the ceremonial
approach to Government House

Commercial/
mixed use space

Brickworks

Staging

Decontamination
costs
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Current Strategy
(2013)

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Community benefits
Providing homes for Canberra’s growing community
Housing supply is a critical issue
for Canberra and opportunities
for new housing and choices
are important for the future of
the city.
Our population is growing strongly and is also
ageing. The Canberra Brickworks + Environs
provides an ideal location for urban renewal
to meet the needs of our community. It is
located close to transport, shops, services
and increasing employment opportunities at
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Breathing new life into the Brickworks

West Deakin. The Planning and Development
Strategy for the Brickworks + Environs will
provide approximately 1,600 new homes on
this 41.95 hectare site, contributing towards
our city’s target of 45,000 new homes by 2030
under the ACT Planning Strategy (2012).

The Brickworks was listed on the
ACT Heritage Register in May
2001, but little has been done to
preserve it since its closure.

The Brickworks + Environs Strategy
incorporates a range of housing options in
order to appeal to a diverse mix of people and
household types. This includes more compact
and low maintenance housing to allow locals
to age in their community without the need to
move away from friends and family.

The ACT Government is committed to
conserving this icon – the Canberra Brickworks.
The LDA is investing $1.5 million for structural
work to make the Brickworks safe and enable
public access. Capital funding of $2.9 million
has been committed to remediating the
site in the 2013–14 and 2014–15 budget. The

Canberra Brickworks + Environs
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Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

ACT Government commits to stabilising and
making safe the Brickworks complex to enable
alternative uses for this important site.
Following preliminary ‘make safe’ works, the
Brickworks will be publicly accessible, creating
a Quarry Park and Brickworks complex that
complement each other as a major new public
space in Canberra. This area can be used for
a myriad of activities, such as community
and cultural events and uses to support new
and creative enterprises. Future opportunities
for adaptive reuse of the Brickworks will be
explored.

Community benefits
Keeping Canberra green
A high quality public realm with
new parklands and on and off road
pedestrian and cycle paths will all
be provided as part of the Canberra
Brickworks + Environs Planning
and Development Strategy. The
current Strategy will facilitate the
development of three new parks.

The approximately 4 hectare Quarry
Park will be located on the site of the
old quarry. It will be an important public
space for the enjoyment of both the
local community and visitors to the area.
The ACT government has committed
$10 million towards creation of this
unique parkland which will celebrate
the geology and cultural heritage of
this important site. The public domain
will incorporate water sensitive urban
design, public art, new playground and
footpaths.
A third high quality
landscaped space will
incorporate the Railway
Remnants heritage area.
It will be approximately
3,600 sqm in size.

Denman Street Park will
be located to the south
of Denman Street and
will be approximately
2.18 hectares in size.
It will provide a green
buffer between existing
homes in Yarralumla
and the proposed new
Yarralumla
residential
community.

Curtin

6 km to
e
city centr

Deakin
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Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Sustainable outcomes
Protecting our heritage
The current Planning and Development
Strategy will facilitate restoration of
the historic Brickworks in line with
the Conservation Management Plan
(CMP) which was approved by the ACT
Government in May 2010.

Quality design
The LDA is responsible for development
outcomes across the full study area,
including the Brickworks. The LDA is
committed to sustainable development
that provides a high level of quality
for new residents and the existing
community. One of our core principles
is focusing on sustainable and
innovative practices, to help ensure that
Canberra continues to be a great place
to live.
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The CMP found the Brickworks, as Canberra’s ‘first factory’,
has a high level of historical, scientific, aesthetic and social
value for both the local area and broader Canberra. We
cannot continue to allow the Brickworks to deteriorate.
Our priority is to make sure the Brickworks is still around in
the future – so that members of the community can safely
access the Brickworks and experience the history and
memories this important place holds.
An initial $2.9 million in Government funding has been
allocated to undertake remediation of an area that was
previously used to dump building materials, located to
the west of the Brickworks kilns. Remediation works will
commence on site this year and will continue until June
2015. The LDA has committed an additional $2.1 million
for remediation of the Brickworks. Notifications about
upcoming works will be distributed in the local community
and will also be posted on the ‘News & Events’ section of
the website (www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra).

Sustainability encompasses everything from site planning
and energy efficiency to the provision of high quality open
spaces. The proposal includes a number of buildings with
maximum heights ranging from two to eight storeys. The
development will be stepped, so that lower rise buildings
are located near existing homes in Yarralumla. Higher
buildings will be located next to current traffic corridors,
in West Deakin (ie up to eight storeys) and along Adelaide
Avenue, Cotter Road and between the golf course and the
Brickworks (ie six to eight storeys). The rest of the site will
include a mix of two, three and four storey buildings.
Although the LDA will not build the housing on the site
themselves, design quality will be maintained across the
site through the use of the LDA’s design guidelines.

Canberra Brickworks + Environs
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Sustainable outcomes
Improving access and
managing traffic
Located adjacent to the major
transport corridors of Cotter
Road and Adelaide Avenue, the
Brickworks + Environs project is
well placed to meet the needs of
Canberra’s growing population. This
sustainable new development also
responds to the ACT Government’s
policy for urban consolidation. New
residents will enjoy convenient
access to public transport options,
community facilities, recreation
areas, and a host of other amenities
in the local area.
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A major new bus stop (over $3 million in capital cost)
will be created on Adelaide Avenue – on the WodenCity route of the blue rapid bus and bike service,
which will improve access to public transport for all
members of the local community.
A traffic and transport study was undertaken by
SMEC in 2013 to support planning for the Brickworks
+ Environs site. Recommended traffic improvements
will also include extension of the Dunrossil Drive axis
as a linear tree-lined street, and provision of a new
formal approach and entry from Cotter Road to the
Governor-General’s residence and the Brickworks.
Vehicular access to the existing suburb of Yarralumla
has been minimised. The LDA will also work with
Territory and Municipal Services (TAMS) to address
some of the existing local traffic issues (such as in
Novar and Kent Streets), as well as continuing to
monitor future traffic conditions.
A future upgrade of Cotter Road (between
Yarralumla Creek and the Tuggeranong Parkway) will
be delivered by TAMS. Proposed road duplication
and new interchange at the junction of Cotter
Road and Adelaide Avenue will be required due to
increasing traffic volumes associated with the new
district of Molonglo.
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Find out more and have your say
How can I make a comment or submission?
The period for submissions on the current Planning and
Development Strategy is now open. Please send us your
comments and submissions by Monday 14 July 2014.

If you would like to comment on the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy or to make a formal
submission, please send all correspondence to:
Land Development Agency
TransACT House
470 Northbourne Avenue
Dickson ACT 2602
Ph: 1800 888 374
Fax: (02) 6207 6110
Email: brickworks@act.gov.au

What are the next steps?
Once strategy development is complete, the statutory processes of amending
the Territory Plan and the National Capital Plan will be undertaken. This will
include a period of public notification and opportunity for public comment.

This information display is also available on the project website.
For further details, please go to www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra
and follow the links to ‘Consultation’
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Further opportunities for you to have your say will be available as part of the
formal public consultation associated with the relevant statutory processes.
For further information about the planning and consultation process please
go to www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra.

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
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Community facilities and services
As part of the Planning and Development Strategy, the LDA
will undertake a community facilities and services needs
study for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs project.

Q:
What do you
see as the most
important future
needs for community
facilities and
services in this
area?
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eg this might include schools, childcare,
meeting space for community activities,
local shops, etc.
Please post your ideas and suggestions here.
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Vision for the Canberra Brickworks
The Planning and Development Strategy will prevent
future deterioration of the Brickworks and allow public
access. It will lay the foundation for future use of the site.

Q:

Please post your ideas and suggestions here.

What words
best describe your
desired future
character for the
Brickworks?
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Q:
What uses or
activities would you
like to see happen
on the Brickworks
site in the
future?

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
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Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Please post your ideas and suggestions here.
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