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This report has been prepared for the ACT Land Development Agency by Elton Consulting. It 

provides an overview of feedback received in public submissions relating to the Canberra 

Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy.  

The period for submissions coincided with the recent community consultation process which 

commenced on Saturday 31 May 2014. The period for submissions closed on Monday 14 July 2014. 

During that time a total of 165 written submissions were received by the LDA. These included: 

» 82 submissions (50%) of up to one page in length and 83 longer form submissions (50%) 

» Emails (50%, 82) and letters or email attachments (50%, 83). 

1.1 Profile of respondents 

As many as 87% of submissions (144) were made by individuals and 13% (21) were made by 

groups or organisations.  

Details of the main issues raised by key stakeholder organisations are identified in Appendix A. 

Figure 1 Respondent type 

 

 

 

  

1 Introduction 



Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy   Elton Consulting 5 
 

Over half of all submissions (62%, 102) were made by respondents from Yarralumla. Other 

submissions were received from respondents in Deakin (8%), Curtin (5%), and wider Canberra 

(8%). The latter included: Manuka, Parkes, and Dickson. The remaining 29 submissions (17%) did 

not indicate the respondent’s address. 

Figure 2 Respondent suburb 

 

1.2 Overall responses 

An overall analysis of submissions shows that 54% of respondents (89) generally oppose the 

Planning and Development Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs. By contrast, 13% 

(22) were generally supportive of the Strategy and 20% (33) expressed mixed views on the 

Strategy. Another 13% of respondents (21) did not specify a particular position on the proposal.  
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Figure 3 Overall response to the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and 
Development Strategy 

 

Some indicative quotes are provided below. Further details of respondents’ comments are 

discussed in Section 2 of this report. 

Generally oppose the Strategy: 

In its present form, we will oppose this development all the way 

 

We have grown to love Canberra as a planned city which makes it a great place to live.  

We oppose this current proposal as it is contrary to all the principles that have made 

Canberra such wonderful a place 

 

The urban design lacks imagination and innovation, the road layout is a copy of the grid 

deign used in nineteenth century American town planning, and will create all of the traffic 

problems they are still unable to solve… 

 

Generally support the Strategy: 

 

Urban infill offers the possibility of positively adding to the vitality of Canberra. Its success 

though depends on the quality of the urban and building design… 

 

The redevelopment of the Brickworks is an opportunity to diversify the housing options 
available within the inner south, promote affordable housing, create a unique village whilst 

paying homage to the historic structures…  

 

As a resident of Canberra, I encourage the ACT Government to use this infill opportunity 

for greater density in Canberra. Density means more people which equates to more 
economic development and social opportunities. There should be no further reductions to 

the proposed development area or building heights… 
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Mixed views on the Strategy: 

We would like to state that we are not against some level of residential development to 

assist in off-setting the cost of redeveloping the Brickworks area; however the scale of the 

latest proposal will destroy a suburb we have grown to enjoy  

 

We are not against infill, we are however against badly conceived infill that lacks integrity 
and supporting infrastructure  

 

We are not against development per se.  However, we have serious concerns about 

aspects of the current plan 
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2.1 Overview 

Respondents raised a wide range of issues and concerns relating to the Canberra Brickworks 

and Environs Planning and Development Strategy.   

A summary of the key issues and concerns raised across all submissions is shown in Figure 4. 

Please note, this figure shows the number of responses (rather than respondents). Up to 6 issues 

or concerns were recorded for each submission.  

The main issues raised in submissions from key stakeholder organisations are identified in 

Appendix A. 

Figure 4 Key issues and concerns across all submissions 

 

As shown here, the issues and concerns most commonly raised in submissions related to: 

» Traffic – this included comments relating to specific locations as well as more general 

comments (87 responses / 8 responses) 

» Character and amenity impacts (80 responses) 

2 Key issues raised in submissions 
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» Increased demand for community infrastructure – including schools, childcare, amenities 

(including shops, cafes, gyms, bars), stormwater and telecommunications infrastructure (62 

responses) 

» The consultation process (57 responses) 

» Loss of green space / open space (55 responses)  

» Residential development – this included general comments as well as those relating to specific 

locations or building heights (46 responses / 39 responses) 

» Concerns about development of the site by the LDA (36 responses) 

» Lack of adaptive reuse of the Brickworks (36 responses) 

» Increased demand for public transport – this included general comments as well as those 

relating to the previously proposed transport interchange (31 responses / 21 responses). 

2.2 Issues / concerns 

A brief description is provided of each of the most commonly raised issues and concerns, to 

demonstrate the breadth of responses. Indicative quotes are also provided to illustrate the type of 

responses received. 

Traffic generation and management 

The key issues raised included: 

» General concerns about increased traffic generation and congestion 

» Concern about impacts on local roads – some focused on potential ‘rat running’ through 

Yarralumla, while others were concerned that the proposal would restrict traffic flows 

» Concern about impacts on the wider road network, particularly traffic flows from Molonglo 

» Key locations identified were:  

> Dudley Street 

> Novar and Kent Street 

> Adelaide Ave 

> Lady Denman Drive 

> Adelaide Ave/Cotter Road intersection 

> Yarra Glen/Cotter Road connection 

» Some suggested that further traffic investigations are required to ensure a safe, workable road 
network 

The doubling of traffic flows (but not the streets to carry them); vastly inflated demand for 

services including sewerage, water, electricity, and gas (which are already under 
pressure); and the lack of any provision, so far as we can see, for additional shops or 

other facilities including car parking, will wreck the amenity of the suburb 

 

This new precinct should be conceived cohesively with surrounding areas, not cut off or 
turning its back on the rest of Yarralumla 

 

It is of utmost importance that increases in population are planned for properly with well 

thought out and fully communicated traffic and other infrastructure plans.  This proposal 
falls very short of a reasonable plan for the future of the Canberra Brickworks and environs 
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Parking provision / increased demand for parking 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concern about impacts on Deakin and Curtin Shops 

» The existing need for more parking at Bentham Street shops / Yarralumla shops 

» The need for parking for visitors to the Quarry Park and Yarralumla Uniting Church 

 

Type and level of residential development (concerns about height and or density)  

The key issues raised included: 

» Concern that the proposed building heights are too high – including: general concerns about 

‘high rise’; 8 storeys is too high; 6 storeys is too high; some believe new development should 
be limited to 2 storeys 

» Concern that too many dwellings are proposed 

» Concern that the proposed built form is out of context with the surrounding area 

» Some questioned whether there is a need for the proposed level of new housing in Canberra 

The developments will more than double the population of Yarralumla… It adds 3840 

people in an area of just 42ha that is only one third the size of Yarralumla’s current 
residential area of 146ha. The ‘Future Stage’ part of the Proposal would increase the new 

population by another 1,260 people (a total change of 2922 to 8022 within eight to ten 
years) 

 

The vision is not reflected in the plan… The vision is of a ‘vibrant’ street life, with amenities 

within walking distance and good use of public transport.  The plan is for an island of high 
rise apartments wedged between a garden suburb and a motorway, isolated from 

amenities and public transport 

 

We object to 6 and 8 storey housing and the congestion they will cause in the streets of 
Yarralumla 

 

I oppose a height of 6 storeys and above.  I think this is not in keeping with the area.  I 

appreciate the need for urban consolidation (intensification) however believe that a limit of 
4 storeys should be applied. 

 

Eight storeys is too high for Canberra and in particular this suburb. This will dominate the 

landscape visually and result in the bush vistas being reduced substantially, if not 

completely. In our view the development should be much smaller than this. 

 

Character and amenity impacts 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concern about impacts of the proposed development 

> Loss of views and vistas 

> Impacts on local residents eg overcrowding/traffic 

> Impacts on surrounding uses eg loss of visual amenity/overshadowing for  Royal Canberra 

Golf Club, impacts on amenity for Yarralumla Uniting Church 

» Many regarded the proposed development as being inappropriate / inconsistent with the local 
area and or Canberra more broadly 
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> Maintain Bush Capital feel / Garden City feel 

> Maintain visual amenity through retention of street trees  

> Address amenity impacts for surrounding uses including Yarralumla Uniting Church and 
Royal Canberra Golf Club (eg loss of visual amenity, access, overshadowing, etc) 

> Address amenity impacts for residents in close proximity to the site 

> Address amenity impacts for passers by including visiting dignitaries (eg visual impacts) 

…the plans in their current form would destroy the key things that attracted us to move to 

Canberra and to recommend the city to all our friends and acquaintances – the abundant 
green spaces, lack of overcrowding, and lack of traffic congestion  

 

Once the ‘wild’ bush feel of the area has been bulldozed it will be lost forever – yet there is 

ample space in this area to do discrete development without the need to lose the feel and 
character of the area 

 

Increased demand for public transport  

The key issues raised included: 

» Lack of suitable transport infrastructure for a development of this size 

» Loss of the previously proposed transport interchange / replacement with Blue Rapid Bus Stop 

» Suggestions include light rail to Civic and Woden/other districts 

Transport infrastructure should be in place before any changes to the Brickworks site 
occurs and before new users of the site can establish habits of high private vehicle use  

 

The proposed development promises, but fails to deliver, easy access to public transport 

 

The abandonment of the proposed Mint interchange in the 2010 proposal is a fundamental 
error in the latest proposal. As the best examples of urban design around the world show, 

transport infrastructure should precede residential development as it is accepted as an 

important condition for healthy and sustainable communities 

 

Access and connections for pedestrians and cyclists 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concern about pedestrian access and safety (eg suggestions include a footbridge over Adelaide 

Ave to link Yarralumla with Deakin) 

» Concern about connections around Yarralumla Primary School 

» Concern that existing walking trails are not incorporated into the proposal 

The main walking trail along the Old Uriarra Track between Denman Street and Dunrossil 
Drive has been destroyed under the latest proposal 

 

You have the opportunity to design and construct the roads to give priority to pedestrians 

and cyclists. Please do so. We need to move towards a model of society without, or with 
limited use of, motor cars 

 

At a time when there is an epidemic of non-communicable diseases, largely due to 

inactivity, to deprive the community of walking tracks through the bush is short sighted 
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Increased demand for community infrastructure 

Feedback highlighted the need for a range of community infrastructure to support the new and 

existing communities, including: 

» Stormwater 

» Telecommunications 

» Community facilities such as schools and childcare centres 

» Further amenities such as shops, cafes, gyms, bars, etc 

The proposal no longer delivers on the key initiatives identified in the Canberra Social Plan 
including gallery spaces; sustainability; transport… 

 

…a range of lifestyles requires more than just housing  

 

Explain how existing infrastructure for electricity; water; sewage and stormwater will cope 

with new development AND give details of any new infrastructure to be provided 

 

Heritage considerations for the Brickworks and related funding 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concern that the proposed 'make safe' works are inadequate: 

» Heritage restoration / conservation of Brickworks is needed 

» Lack of adaptive reuse of the Brickworks site / additional funding is required 

» Current proposal restricts potential future uses of the Brickworks (inadequate access, parking, 

space eg apartment buildings on the western side of the Brickworks are too close)  

It is misleading that it is being called the Brickworks development when there is no plan to 
conserve the heritage value of the site beyond ‘make safe’. I want a clear plan from the 

government regarding how they are going to conserve this important site 

 

The proposed development… merely allows for ‘managed decay’ of the heritage Brickworks 
buildings 

 

Let’s put an end to this long and sorry saga of the derelict Brickworks and get on with 

restoring them properly 

 

We regard it as a breach of faith that the originally proposed development which meant to 

finance the rehabilitation of the Brickworks site and its development as a 

community/cultural centre has been shelved 

 

Remediation – adequacy, funding and communication 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concerns about asbestos removal – adequate conduct of onsite works and related funding 

» Further investigations were suggested by some 

» Regular communications with the community were also suggested, particularly to ensure local 

residents are kept well informed of onsite works 

Fully costed plans related to remediation of the brickworks and the next stage of 
restoration and adaptive reuse 
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Concerns about the consultation process  

The key issues raised included: 

» Many regarded the 2014 consultation process as being inadequate 

» Current proposal does not respond to many of the issues raised in the previous consultation 
process conducted in 2010 / public comment has been ignored 

» There is a need for further information about the proposal – including traffic  

» There is a need for further consultation with the community and key stakeholders including 

relevant government agencies  

Yarralumla residents strongly wish to be part of this planning process. Many of us have a 

love and attachment to this place  

 

It is my strong belief that community views have been largely ignored in the current 
proposal 

 

In contrast to the more or less acceptable outcomes of community consultations in 2010, 

this latest offering from the LDA has missed the opportunity to gain community support for 
the ACT Government’s vision for Canberra 

 

Community consultation…requires relevant information, dialogue and an extended period 

for the community to properly consider and comment… 

 

Commercial / retail provision and increased demand 

The key issues raised focused on: 

» The need for local retail to be upgraded / expanded to meet needs of new and existing 
residents 

 

Concern about loss of green / open space 

The key issues raised included: 

» Loss of existing green space and large trees which provide visual amenity and wind breaks 

» Loss of 'bush' feel 

» Loss of existing walking trails 

» Suggestions include play areas for children 

The loss of open spaces and the trees in them which are home to the few black cockatoos 
left in the ACT 

 

Need for landscaping improvements 

The key issues raised included: 

» The need to retain adequate landscape buffers along the south west and north west edges of 

the development 

» The need to establish a new landscape buffer south of Cotter Road 

» Some suggested that further landscaping is required along the Dunrossil Drive axis 
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» Some suggested that deep soil planting and other WSUD measures should be incorporated into 

the development 

 

Sustainability 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concern about loss of flora and fauna - including grasslands and sun moth 

» Development should be environmentally sustainable  

» Greater focus on design quality is required 

Greater focus on vision and opportunities for Brickworks is required - eg artisan space, creative 

hub, showcase for sustainability, design competition for the site 

Greening Australia, at the request and expense of the Government, planted a number of 
grass species at the Dudley Street Yarralumla Grassland to help in the survival of the 

Golden Sun Moth.  This will all be destroyed if the proposed development proceeds 

 
Concern about construction impacts / questions about staging 

The key issues raised included: 

» Concerns about traffic impacts during construction 

» Need to stage development to minimise impacts on community 

» Need to conduct noise study / communicate with local community 

 

Concerns about development of the site by the LDA 

The key issues raised focused on: 

» Concerns about the LDA's objectives / perceived focus on development outcomes over 

social/environmental outcomes 

» Questions about why the development is being pursued as a priority by government 
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3.1 Overview 

Respondents identified a number of positive aspects of the Canberra Brickworks and Environs 

Planning and Development Strategy.   

A summary of the positive comments and suggestions raised in submissions is shown here. Please 

note, this figure shows the number of responses (rather than respondents). As with the analysis of 

key issues (Section 2), up to 6 comments or suggestions were recorded for each submission. 

Figure 5 Positive comments and suggestions 

 

As shown here, the comments and suggestions most commonly raised in submissions related to: 

» Support for the proposed infill development (41 responses) 

» Support for the proposed new housing / more housing choice (17 responses) 

» Comments on the vision for the Brickworks and opportunities for the future (6 responses) 

» Support for the proposed parks and open spaces (6 responses)  

 

 

3 Positive feedback raised in 
submissions 
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3.2 Positive comments and suggestions 

A brief description is provided of the most commonly raised positive comments and suggestions, in 

order to demonstrate the breadth of responses. Indicative quotes are also included to illustrate the 

type of responses received. 

 

Support for proposed infill development 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Support for urban infill development / concern about urban sprawl 

» Support for residential development adjacent to major transport corridors 

 

Support for proposed new housing / more housing choice 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Support for housing diversity / choice 

» Support for housing to accommodate an ageing population 

As an older area with an aging population, there are very limited housing choices for 
seniors to downsize into in Yarralumla.  Many residents are forced to leave the community 

they have been a part of for many years and the proposed plans will allow them the 

opportunity to remain in the area they know and love  

 

Support for proposed mix of uses 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Support for mixed use development in the study area 

 

Support for proposed parks and open spaces 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Support for provision of parkland on the site 

» Support for landscaped areas (eg proposed wide verges) 

The proposal for a new Quarry Park with 24 hour public access is a wonderful positive 

 

Support for proposed pedestrian / cycle access 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Support for pedestrian and cycle links between Yarralumla / Deakin and the proposed 

development 

This is an opportunity to showcase European style bike paths 
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Support for proposed improvements to local road network / traffic management 
measures 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Support proposed improvements to the local road network to address traffic impacts 

» Support for Cotter Road and Adelaide Avenue connection 

 

Comments on the vision for the Brickworks 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Positive comments about restoration of the Brickworks 

» Suggested future uses such as an artisan space, creative hub, showcase for sustainability 

It is not clear how the wider community will learn to value this heritage icon if it is going to 

be mothballed 

 

We see an opportunity to develop a facility at the Brickworks with the potential to generate 
hundreds of jobs and showcase the huge variety of creative businesses in Canberra – an 

opportunity which is crucial to include at the planning stages of the current redevelopment 

proposals 

 

Other positive comments / suggestions about the Planning and Development Strategy 

Comments and suggestions focused on: 

» Design competition for the study area 

An international/national design competition should be held so that the winning 
development design would have both integrity and great architectural significance for both 

Yarralumla/Deakin as well as the ACT 
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This report has been provided to the LDA for its consideration as part of the next steps in the 

process of planning for the Canberra Brickworks and Environs.  

It will be important to ‘close the loop’ by providing all those people who participated in the 

consultation process with an update on the key issues raised during the recent consultation / 

submissions process, and how these issues will be addressed as part of the next steps in the 

planning process.  

It is noted that many stakeholders have requested a response to their submission and expressed a 

desire to participate in further engagement with the LDA and its project team.  

Summary feedback including project FAQs may also be made publically available via the project 

website and project newsletter. 

 

4 Next steps 
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Appendices 

A Key stakeholder issues matrix 
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A Key stakeholder issues matrix 
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Issues raised in key stakeholder submissions (organisations) 

Abbott Street Residents (No. 3) 
Received: 14/07/14 

Lack of consultation 

 Current proposal does not respond to community concerns raised in 2010 

 There has been inadequate community consultation conducted in 2014 

Traffic, parking and transport 

 Requests a new traffic assessment 

 Concerns about infrastructure at Abbott Street/Novar Street intersection 

 Concerns that there is no provision of public transport and the Mint Interchange is not included in the 
current proposal 

 Concerns about access and safety for pedestrians and cyclists at Bidwell Close 

 Concerns about parking at Yarralumla shops 

Asbestos removal 

 Very concerned about asbestos removal 

 Requests assessment of the proposed safety measures 

Amenity impacts 

 Concerns about the loss of green space and walking trails 

 Concerns that the development does not include amenities such as shops and cafes that make high-
density living desirable 

Brickworks  

 Concerned there is no specific plan for adaptive re-use of Brickworks 

Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (No. 4) 
Amanda Evans, President 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Street grid and transport access 

 Supports the overall street grid layout  

 Supports the re-alignment of Dunrossil Drive 

 Proposes a pedestrian and cycling crossing across Adelaide Avenue 

Landscaping 

 Supports 30% deep root zone planting 

 In order to protect vistas and act as a windbreak, Dunrossil Drive axis requires at least three rows of 
trees alongside the six-storey buildings 

 Suggests this could be achieved by reducing the width of the proposed Westridge Reserve 
southwest of Denman Street 

Yarralumla Residents Association (No. 10) 
David Harvey, Vice President 
Received: 26/05/2014 

Traffic  

 Development of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs should not proceed without previously 
proposed transport interchange directly linking Cotter Road and Deakin without the need for traffic 
flow through Yarralumla / need  the proposed road link between Cotter Road to Dennison via 
roundabout over Adelaide Avenue 

 Need for traffic assessments for local area including Dudley, Kintore, Novar and Abbott Streets 

 Concerned about people “rat-running” through Yarralumla particularly during peak hour 

Parking 

 Need upgrades to parking at Yarralumla Shops, Bentham Street 

 Need to ensure adequate parking arrangements:  in the new development, for surrounding uses 
including Yarralumla Church, and in the locality 

Amenity improvements 

 Need better lighting in Yarralumla to support use of public domain at night 

Public transport 

 Seeks further information on any new bus routes to: Novar Street; Brickworks and Quarry Park; 
Weston Park; Banks Street; Denman Street; Bentham Street and Cotter Road 

SEE-Change Inner South (No. 15) 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Planning  

 The development is inconsistent with broader planning for Canberra –proposes planning that takes a 
whole-of-government approach, led by ACT Environment and Planning 

Sustainability and transport 

 Concerned about adaption to climate change 

 Need to focus on providing infrastructure for public transport rather than cars 

 The development should be self-sufficient in terms of electricity, water, stormwater and sewage 
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management 

 There should be provision for local food-growing 

 The development needs buffers from westerly winds, heat and fire 

Consultation 

 Seeks more meaningful community consultation 

Walter Burley Griffin Society (No. 16) 
Brett Odgers, Management Committee Member 
Received: 08/07/2014 

Planning 

 Supports infill development in the area 

 Concerned with preserving what remains of Griffin’s original Plan including landscape and radial 
vistas, especially on Adelaide Ave 

Sustainability 

 Need to leave space for innovative forms of sustainable, collective resources sharing 

Amenity 

 Six-storey buildings along the ridge are overbearing 

 The removal of the Mint Interchange means it is possible to maintain “drive to country” feel 

Friends of Grasslands (No. s16) 
Sarah Sharp, President 
Received: 08/07/2014 

Sustainability 

 Current proposal inadequately acknowledges the destruction of endangered grassland ecosystem 
and Golden Sun Moth 

 Requests analysis of local, regional and national impacts of the destruction of endangered 
grasslands and Golden Sun Moth 

 Requests adequate grassland offset if development occurs 

Gai Brodtmann MP, Member for Canberra (No. 18) 
Gai Brodtmann MP 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Built form 

 Supports the concept of infill as best practice and supports development of Canberra Brickworks 

 Concern that proposal has increased from 900 to 1,600 dwellings / maximum building heights have 
increased from 6-8 storeys – requests response on why community concerns about height and 
density raised in 2010 not factored into current Strategy 

Traffic and transport 

 Concerned with lack of connectivity with Cotter Road, forcing traffic onto local streets including 
Dudley and Abbott Streets 

 Lack of direct southbound access to Yarra Glen 

 Lack of comprehensive public transport plan, noting uncertainty about potential future interchange on 
Adelaide Avenue 

Asbestos removal 

 Requests information to residents about the removal of asbestos, as a priority to address resident 
concern 

Underutilisation of Brickworks site 

 Concern about absence of comprehensive plan for re-use of Brickworks given the Strategy is 
intended to “revitalise this significant historic site” / ‘make safe’ works inadequate. 

Thor Diesendorf and Geoff Farquhar-Still (No. 24) 
Current Occupiers of Brickworks 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Brickworks and Quarry Park 

 These long term tenants of the Brickworks propose its adaptive reuse as the ‘Brickworks Artisan and 
Designer Hub’ – with potential to generate jobs and showcase Canberra’s creative businesses  

 The site provides an opportunity for “a unique, self-sustaining and dynamic cultural facility for the 
whole of Canberra” 

 The Artisan and Designer Hub concept would include: 
o Ground level space for designers and makers 
o Upper level office space for design professionals 
o Centre for innovation from industrial design to construction 
o Public access and tourism activities such as galleries, interpretive displays, markets, cafes 

and restaurants 
o Integration with surrounding residential development – offering live work opportunities 
o Continued use of sustainable and recycled materials onsite 
o Proposal requires rezoning the Brickworks to industrial Zone 2 
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o It is critical to plan for adaptive re-use before development occurs 

Land use and zoning of the Brickworks 

 Propose amendment of zoning to IZ2 to allow a variety of existing and adaptive re-uses for the old 
buildings – from light industrial artisan businesses, artist workshops to restaurants and cafes etc 

Built form 

 Development adjacent to the Brickworks should be sympathetic to the aesthetic and adaptive reuse 
of the Brickworks site 

Zoning for the Quarry Park 

 Ensure appropriate zoning of Quarry Park to enable use and layout of the park to compliment and 
extend activities occurring at the proposed Artisan and Designer Hub – such as café, restaurant and 
associated market garden 

Access, parking and transport 

 Planned parking and public transport facilities will be required to support increased activity onsite – 
as per the proposed Artisan and Designer Hub  

 Consider street linkages to Yarralumla shopping centre. 

ACT Equestrian Association (No. s28) 
Beth Stone, Secretary 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Horse rider access and amenity 

 Horse riders currently value the existing connections between Curtin Paddocks to public Equestrian 
Park, across Dunrossil Drive, around Royal Canberra Golf Club and to Weston Park 

 Concern that the proposed extension of Dunrossil Drive axis could cut horse rider access to open 
green space between Royal Canberra Golf Course and Brickworks development 

 Need to maintain sufficient green space across front of Dunrossil Drive and around Royal Canberra 
Golf Club boundary to enable comfortable and safe use by horse riders 

 A width of 10-20 metres provides adequate space for bitumen paths and green space to 
accommodate horse riders as well as pedestrians and cyclists. 

Yarralumla Uniting Church (No. 29) 
Norman Schroeder –Chairman Yarralumla Uniting Church Council 
Alan Hall –PRG Representative for  
Yarralumla Uniting Church Council 
Received: 25/06/2014 

Amenity impacts and improvements 

 Primary concern about impacts to the viability and amenity of the church for community purposes – 
particularly relating to the substantial increase in medium density residential development proposed 
adjacent to the western boundary of church land.  

 Since 2010 the church has stressed the need for an adequate buffer in this location, and this was 
addressed in the previous plan for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs.  

 Seek for LDA to provide for nose-in parking spaces (not parallel parking) along the front boundary of 
the church to avoid traffic congestion. 

 Seek for LDA to incorporate the church and manse within new sewerage and drainage infrastructure 
/ with independent access to this infrastructure for the church. 

Traffic 

 Concern about proposed extension of Abbott Street may attract rat running through Yarralumla. 
However the church will consider any reasonable proposals to limit traffic flow on Abbott St, given 
that it supports the extension of Abbott Street to give the manse its intended frontage and to allow for 
parking behind the manse. 

Consultation 

 Points out error in the diorama of the proposed redevelopment that was on display on May 31 – 
proposed housing was shown as situated on church land. 

Deakin Residents Association (No. 33) 
Peter Wurfel, President 
Received: 14/06/2014 

Transport planning study 

 No further action on the proposal until a transport planning study is undertaken to address the 
relationship of the proposed development to the transport and traffic needs of the Inner South 
including Molonglo 

Business plan for the Brickworks 

 Requests a comprehensive business plan for the Brickworks itself 

Site analysis 

 Requests a comprehensive site analysis with design and siting issues for future development 

Effective consultation 

 Requests further and more effective consultation by the LDA with ACT Planning and Land Authority, 
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and National Capital Authority 

 Seeks more open, transparent and meaningful engagement with the community  

Requirements for development  

 Suggests traffic interchange at Cotter Road/Adelaide Avenue 

 Appropriate processional route to the residence of the Governor-General between Adelaide Avenue 
and Dunrossil Drive 

 Comprehensive remediation of contamination across the site 

 Business plan for the Brickworks 

dsb Landscape Architects (No. 34) 
Michael Reeves, Director 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Infill 

 Supports infill development 

Landscaping and open space  

 Highlights the importance of ridge planting along Dunrossil Drive axis and tree replacement on the 
north-western edge of the development 

 Suggests visual screening of the development should be multi-dimensional and include landscape 
within development leases, road verges, and adjacent open space and unleased Territory land 

Transport 

 The landscape transition zone should incorporate pedestrian, cycling, vehicular, and public transport 
infrastructure as an integrated urban and landscape design outcome 

 The transit route bus stop / Capital Metro tram stop on Adelaide Avenue offers an opportunity to 
provide infrastructure of quality and design integrity 

National Capital Authority (No. 40) 
Andrew Smith – Chief Planner  
Received: 07/07/2014 

Visual amenity 

 The NCA supports the general landscape direction and proposed continuation of landscaping along 
the Dunrossil Drive axis. 

 Key concerns relate to the “visual” experience of visiting dignitaries and the Governor-General – 
NCA wants to be involved in future stage of design to ensure landscaping addresses this concern. 

Built form 

 Reiterates comments made in 2013 suggesting reduced building heights along Dunrossil Drive axis 
to reinforce the landscape (ie lower than 6 storeys). 

 Comments that 6 and 8 storey building heights are a departure from the current character of 
Yarralumla (as noted in earlier consultation report) – NCA seeks more information on the impact of 
these buildings on Dunrossil Drive and Canberra’s landscape setting. 

Landscaping 

 Anticipates detailed landscape treatments and cross sections for the Dunrossil Drive extension and 
new connection from Cotter Road to Dunrossil Drive will be provided in the planning report to support 
a draft amendment to the National Capital Plan – enabling NCA to provide more detailed comment. 

Requirements for development 

Implementation of the Strategy will require: 

 Amendment to National Capital Plan to change Designated Area boundaries  

 Rationalisation of National Land boundaries around the entrance to Dunrossil Drive 

 Preparation of a DCP for sites in the development area fronting Adelaide Avenue (a Main Avenue 
under the Plan) – to secure the integrity of the Main Avenue as an approach to the Parliamentary 
Zone and ensure the setting, buildings and purposes of development enhance that function. 

 Contact officer: Rebecca Sorensen Tel: 6271 2851  Email: rebecca.sorensen@natcap.gov.au 

ACT Heritage Council (No. s40) 
Anna Gurnhill, Acting Secretary 
Received: 07/07/2014 

Heritage 

 Welcomes commitment of funding to stabilise the Brickworks and recognition of Yarralumla 
Brickworks Railway Remnants 

 Seeks more detail regarding  allocation of $11.5m in funding for Quarry Park and Brickworks  “make 
safe” – particularly noting Policy 6 of the CMP (detailed assessment and priority works list) 

 Suggests consideration be given to a master plan for the conservation and adaptive re-use of 
Brickworks – consistent with previous understanding of Heritage Council re LDA commitments. 

  

mailto:rebecca.sorensen@natcap.gov.au
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Inner South Canberra Community Council (No. 50) 
Gary Kent, Chairperson 
Received: 14/07/2014 

ACT Government planning strategies 

 Recognises the need for urban infill but concerned  the proposed development would adversely 
impact Yarralumla, Deakin and surrounds, due to large number of residents and visitors 

 Supports submissions from Yarralumla and Deakin residents associations 

 Proposal fails to meet majority of 2012 ACT Planning Strategy’s strategies and actions (refer 
Attachment 1) – requests LDA to issue ‘statement of compliance’ 

 Proposal is the size of a town centre without any of the facilities – including community facilities, 
transport and traffic, environmental sustainability, landscaping, retail and commercial facilities 

 Proposal inconsistent with Territory Plan – requests LDA to issue ‘statement of compliance’ (refer 
Attachment 2) 

 Proposal inconsistent with other ACT Government planning strategies, guidelines and principles 
including Garden City Principles, Transport for Canberra, Climate Change Action Plan 3 

 The development is not in keeping with the desired character of Yarralumla 

 Concern that National Capital aspects of the development (also raised in other submissions) are not 
addressed in the proposal – including open space system, ridges and buffers, vistas and views, 
ceremonial routes / Disappointed that financial considerations appear to be driving this development 

Lack of consultation 

 Disappointed at lack of meaningful consultation – seeks for project to recommence with 
consideration of stakeholder / resident submissions with ‘opportunity for dialogue’ 

 Inner South Canberra Community Council held its own consultation with local community – petition 
calling for the current plans for Canberra Brickworks + Environs to be withdrawn and reworked has 
attracted over 1,700 signatures (refer to submission for wording of petition).  

Other issues 

 Concern about biodiversity and water catchment management issues (refer Attachment 3) 

 Inadequate traffic and public transport planning – requests further investigations 

 Finds Canberra Brickworks + Environs name misleading as only ‘make safe’ proposed for the 
Brickworks 

 Requests ‘chronological plan of action’ for development addressing all stages of planning process. 

Molonglo Catchment Group (No. 53) 
Lynton Bond, President 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Sustainability 

 Management of biodiversity through staged construction and connectivity of ecosystems – especially 

in temperate grasslands that are home to the Golden Sun Moth 

 Urges the LDA to employ water-sensitive urban design and to develop an ongoing water monitoring 

program 

 Need long-term strategy of deep-soil native tree planting to: protect locality from heat-island effects; 

assist with water management and soil remediation; and act as wind-breaks 

Visual amenity 

 Stresses the importance of maintaining bush vistas from the ridge 

Royal Canberra Golf Club (No. 58) 
Andrew Casey, General Manager 
Received: 14/07/2014 

Height and proximity of buildings along interface with 19
th

 fairway 

 Little assessment of relationship to golf course 

 8 storey building height between club and Brickworks is too high, 2 storey townhouse more 
appropriate 

 Buffer zone between club boundary and building line should be at least 100m 

Concerns about loss of amenity and visual impact of development as viewed from Clubhouse 

 No assessment of impacts as seen from Clubhouse 

 Removal of current vegetation between Brickworks and golf course 

 Pathway between Brickworks and golf course needs to be relocated and upgraded 

 Interface landscaping / walking zone should be enhanced by LDA 

Concerns about potential impacts on club’s operation 

 Seeks legally binding caveat on developers and residents to ensure club can maintain normal 
grounds maintenance – including early morning mowing and maintenance 

Stormwater Issues 

 Drainage line extends from development site across club land – need to address potential 
stormwater issues across 19

th
 fairway 
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National Trust of Australia (ACT) (No. s60) 
Eric J Martin, AM 
Received: 30/06/2014 

 Positive view of proposed Quarry Park – however encourages heritage interpretation of the site. 

 Seeks clarification about how the railway alignment will be treated / how further parts of the 
alignment will be interpreted beyond the area listed in negotiations with ACT Heritage. 

 Concerned there has been no mention that part of the proposed development is on archaeological 
sites (previous housing for the Brickworks). 

 Very concerned about the lack of commitment to conservation of the Brickworks site and its 
successful adaptive reuse in line with the Conservation Management Plan. Kingston Power house is 
identified as a relevant case study. 

Yarralumla Residents’ Association (No. 93) 
Maria Fatseas, President 
Received: 14/07/2014 [NB This is a very detailed submission that will require detailed review by the LDA] 

 This submission is informed by detailed analysis of publicly available information, reports by 
government agencies and consultants, and input from residents of Yarralumla, Deakin and the wider 
Canberra area (through public meetings in June and July and a petition signed by 1700+ residents). 

 The YRA calls for the current development proposal for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs to be 
withdrawn, and for a comprehensive analysis of the study area and issues raised in submissions to 
be fully and transparently addressed. This includes community and environmental impacts, overall 
cost, feasibility and viability of the project. 

Scale and scope of the proposed development 

 The scale and scope of the proposed development is unprecedented in Canberra – the current 
proposal would more than double the suburb’s population  

 High density built form is out of character with this primarily low rise suburb 

Future Stage development not considered 

 The ‘Future Stage’ development would result in a further increase to the local population  

 Building heights and densities have been significantly increased in order to achieve the originally 
planned 1,600 dwellings, but without the traffic interchange at Cotter Road/Adelaide Avenue 

Declining housing demand 

 Urban infill of the proposed scale and density cannot be justified on the basis of unmet current and 
projected housing demand for the ACT 

Special zoning provisions required 

 The proposed development would require a specific Precinct Code; it cannot occur under the 
existing zoning provisions, and would not meet the zoning requirements if rezoned to RZ4 or RZ5 

Unworkable traffic flows and congestion 

 The proposal would result in a significant increase in traffic generation and congestion – with impacts 
including rat running through Yarralumla and pedestrian safety issues 

 The proposed development is not viable without construction of the Cotter Road / Adelaide Avenue 
Interchange and significant road  upgrades; these must be costed into the development 

Absence of accessible public transport 

 The current plan does not deliver easy access to public transport; and new services are only 
proposed for 2031 

Inadequate provision for roads and civil infrastructure 

 The proposed development makes no provision for new infrastructure to accompany another 1600 
dwellings (eg roads, utilities, stormwater, telecommunications infrastructure); this must be included 
and will add significant cost to the project 

No provision of retail or community facilities and inadequate parking at Yarralumla Centre 

 There are no new community facilities or services proposed for Yarralumla (eg schools, community 
spaces, retail outlets); this will result in amenity impacts on Yarralumla Centre (Bentham Street 
shops) including loss of parking and pedestrian safety issues 

 The 1500 sqm of commercial space is intended to service the West Deakin business park rather 
than the new community 

Loss of open spaces and active recreation (Green Circuit and Buffer Zone) / Loss of biodiversity 

 Concerned over significant loss of urban open space under the development proposal (38 ha 
including the ‘green circuit’ and Griffin buffer zone), and replacement with 4 ha of parks for passive 
recreation only 

 Impacts include loss of active recreation areas and loss of visual and environmental amenity 

 Concerns over loss of Natural Temperate Grassland habitat and Golden Sun Moth 

No restoration of Brickworks or adaptive reuse of heritage site 

 The proposal does not provide for restoration of the Brickworks to create a major new destination in 
Canberra - this is unacceptable to the community 

 The commercial adaptive re-use strategy is unlikely to be feasible 
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 Concerned the funding allocated to make safe and decontamination is insufficient 

 Concerned there is no funding allocated to remedial works identified in the Conservation 
Management Plan to conserve the Brickworks and slow its deterioration. 

Planning and consultation process 

 Current Brickworks development proposal is inconsistent with the 2004 Spatial Plan and other key 
ACT Government Strategies 

 Concerned that issues raised in 2010 community consultation have not been addressed in current 
proposal 

Infrastructure provision 

 Concerned there are no Asset Protection Zones for bushfire protection on the site 

Social and environmental impacts  

 Concern that the development proposal does not adequately consider social, environmental and 
economic impacts 

 Particular concerns about traffic, asbestos removal, construction impacts (over a period of 8-10 
years), and potential impact on property values 

Weston Creek Community Council (No. 89) 
Received: 17/07/14 

Character of area 

 Concerned about the removal of trees, the loss of a popular walking track, the loss of  mountain 
views, loss of amenity and incongruence with local heritage and character 

 Development could be high density, but should be low rise to protect character of area  

 Reduce heights (not 6-8 storey buildings) and better locate height to reduce visual amenity impacts 

Brickworks site 

 Concerned about proposed adaptive re-use/remediation of Brickworks, considering minimal budget 
and no allowances made for  restoration or remedial work 

 Concerned that future adaptive use of Brickworks will not be possible as proposed plan has limited 
road access and no allowance for implications of future adaptive re-use 

Asbestos removal 

 Ensure removal and transporting is undertaken appropriately 

Traffic 

 Concerned about  “rat-running” through Yarralumla 

 Requests a Traffic Plan to accompany the proposal 

 Very concerned about increased traffic resulting from 1,600 new dwellings and related impacts on 
local and wider road networks, noting proximity to Molonglo and Weston Creek 

Two submissions received from key stakeholder organisations that are not included in the above 

table: 

» While two submissions made by the YRA (Marea Fatseas and David Harvey) are included in the 

above table, a second submission from David Harvey (as an individual) is not included. 

» A letter from Simon Corbell MLA was not included as it appears to be a response to a letter 

received in 2012.



28 Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy   Elton Consulting 
 

 

 


