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1

Introduction

1.1

Overview

This document has been prepared for the Land Development Agency (LDA) by Elton Consulting. It
provides a summary of the consultation activities for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning
and Development Strategy undertaken in May and June 2014. These activities form part of a wider
process of consultation for the Canberra Brickworks and Environs, which commenced in April 2010.

This report documents feedback obtained from members of the community who participated in the
recent consultation activities including:
» Stakeholder briefings
» Project Reference Group meeting
» Community Information Session
» Project website and email address
» 1800 phone line.
This report will be provided to the LDA for use in the next phase of the study. Specifically, the
outcomes of the consultation activities will be considered in any refinement of the Planning and
Development Strategy.
The LDA has invited public submissions on the Canberra Brickworks and Environs to coincide with
the recent consultations. The six week submissions period is scheduled to close on 14 July 2014,
and the outcomes of this process will be reported separately by the LDA.

1.2

Process and collateral

The consultation process for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development
Strategy was designed to provide numerous opportunities for participation by members of the
community. The consultation process was supported by the following collateral:
» Information about the project on the LDA’s website
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» Information booklet distributed to local residents via letterbox drop and at the Community
Information Session
» Display materials at the Community Information Session.
It should be noted that the project website was updated following the Community Information
Session, to support informed participation by the community as part of the parallel public
submissions process.

1.3

Participation

The consultation process demonstrated a high level of interest and participation in the Canberra
Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy particularly from members of the local
community, with a smaller number from the wider Canberra community.

6
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2

Stakeholder briefings

A number of briefing sessions were held with key stakeholders on Friday 16 May to provide
information about the current Planning and Development Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks +
Environs.

2.1

Yarralumla Residents Association

This session was attended by Marea Fatseas, David Harvey and Robyn Cooper.
Key issues raised in the discussion included:
» YRA suggested a more interactive engagement process.
» The level of adaptation of the Brickworks was questioned and it was clarified that the current
strategy includes a ‘make safe’ level for the Brickworks site.
» Question about the security of the Quarry Park – it was clarified that the park would be
delivered at the same time as the first stage of housing to ensure passive surveillance and
activity.
» Dunrossil Avenue is no longer proposed to be a park but is still proposed as a ceremonial
avenue.
» YRA suggested it would be good to have a small park at (current) corner in Dunrossil to prevent
through traffic from Molonglo.
» The importance of signalising some of the intersections along Novar and Kent was noted. The
LDA confirmed that they will work with TAMS regarding local traffic management.
» YRA questioned where people will go to for their local shopping and will they have to travel to
Yarralumla shops through existing roads. Discussion recognised the pressure that Yarralumla
shops are currently under. YRA noted that they are currently working with TAMS on traffic
management and parking issues around the Yarralumla shops.
» LDA clarified that there is commercial space identified in the current Planning and Development
Strategy and that the current thinking is that this will be located in the Deakin component of
the proposed development.
» YRA noted that there are already issues on Abbott Street with the roadway identified as being
narrow.
» YRA questioned the orientation of the grid of the current master plan and asked if it was
optimal for solar orientation.
» The number of proposed dwellings (1,600) was discussed, with it being clarified that
approximately 400 of those would be located in Deakin.
» YRA questioned if the LDA was planning on doing the development themselves. It was clarified
that LDA would build the roads but not develop the housing. Design guidelines similar to
Campbell Section 5 would be used to ensure design quality. A copy of the Campbell guidelines
was provided to the YRA.
» LDA suggested that a design competition would likely be held for design of the Quarry Park. It
is anticipated that the design competition would be open to companies across Australia.
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» YRA questioned whether there was a way for procurement processes to focus on Canberrabased companies. LDA clarified that work for construction would utilise the pre-qualified panel
with ACT Government.
» YRA questioned whether revenue raised from the development would be used for the
Brickworks or would be funnelled to general revenue. LDA responded that the make safe works
at the Brickworks site and public realm works would be funded from land sales from this
project.
» Throughout the meeting YRA members identified a number of features of the current strategy
that responded to concerns raised earlier in the consultation process. These included:
> Traffic management, including minimising through streets to existing suburb
> Minimising building heights adjacent to existing residential areas
> Locating the highest buildings furthest from existing residential areas
> Removing mixed use from the proposed land uses
> Locating a reasonable proportion of dwellings in Deakin (on the other side of Adelaide

Avenue)
> Maintaining and enhancing the existing walking trail adjacent to the golf course.

» It was noted that there were some differing views on traffic management among the YRA
members present, with one member favouring less connectivity and another appearing to
favour more.

2.2

Federal Member for Canberra

This session was attended by Gai Brodtmann MP.
Key issues raised in the discussion included:
» People’s main concern with traffic is along Denman Street – it will be important to look at
measures to ameliorate traffic impacts along Denman Street.
» Requirement to look at upgrades to Kent and Novar Streets – LDA confirmed that they will liaise
with Capital Works to look at traffic management including the possibility of new traffic lights.
» People’s main concern is traffic – it will be important to anticipate future traffic and be proactive
about the required improvements. Don’t wait until the problem gets bad before addressing it –
be proactive.
» There is existing pressure for parking at both local shopping areas – in Yarralumla and Deakin.
» If an IGA supermarket is considered for Deakin site, consultation with existing IGAs should be
undertaken.
» The heritage of the Brickworks is an important issue for local residents.
» Importance of architectural integrity of proposed development – it will be important that strong
urban design guidelines and controls are in place.
» Sustainability measures are also important, such as solar initiatives – some disappointment
exists that other recent development projects have not sufficiently addressed this.
» There is a need to implement a strong consultation process – can’t do enough consultation for
this project.

8
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2.3

Existing users

This session was attended by Thor Diesendorf (Thor’s Hammer) and Geoff Farquhar-Still (Artist).
Key issues raised in the discussion included:
» Concern about 8 storey buildings on the western side of the Brickworks site – seen as
unsympathetic to Brickworks.
» Concern about preservation of the Brickworks and also concern about proximity of development
to kilns and chimney.
» See the Brickworks as an artisans’ place.
» Thor has changed his view and would like to work with the LDA to explore options that would
allow him to remain on site.
» Advances in technology have meant that much of the machinery now used is much quieter and
much cleaner than it was previously.
» See a future for the site where more industrial activities take place on the lower levels and less
industrial ones take place above.
» There is capacity among the existing businesses and their networks to assist with restoration
and bringing some of the structures up to BCA requirements.
» Thor and Geoff would like to work with the LDA and local community to develop a vision for the
Brickworks site.
» The Lonsdale Street Traders space was cited as a possible model of what the Brickworks could
be like – with a greater focus on artisans.
» Both Thor and Geoff would like to participate in the Brickworks PRG meetings.

2.4

Deakin Residents’ Association and Inner South
Community Council

This session was attended by Peter Wurfel, Deborah Price and David Johnstone.
Key issues raised in the discussion included:
» Existing traffic issues along Weston Street and Novar Street.
» Existing problems at roundabouts on Novar and Kent Streets including at Novar and Kintour –
these intersections need to be addressed.
» Existing problem with ‘rat running’ particularly around 9am and 3pm.
» Question about access to Deakin from Cotter Road when travelling from west, and query why
the current plan appears to direct people through the new suburb.
» Observation that the new suburb is bigger than the existing Yarralumla and Deakin.
» What planning has been done for community planning – including for shops and schools?
Observation that there is no primary school in Deakin. Need to look at how schools will
accommodate projected population demand.
» Need for a community facilities study.
» Concern that incremental planning has not been looked at in an integrated way.
» New bus stop on Adelaide Avenue was seen as a positive initiative.
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» Implementation of the DCP has been poor along Adelaide Avenue (in terms of uses and bulk
and scale). This project needs to address the DCP better than other projects along Adelaide
Avenue.
» Would like the Brickworks project to be consistent with Garden City principles.
» Concern about sustainability and passive solar. LDA responded that offsetting from a pure
north-south orientation allowed for improved solar access.
» Concern about potential of Brickworks site itself to be a future traffic generator depending on
future uses.

2.5

Royal Canberra Golf Club

This session was attended by Andrew Casey and Damian Farrell.
Key issues raised in the discussion included:
» Golf Club values its existing amenity.
» Concern about 8 storey building adjacent to golf course boundary.
» Concerns expressed in relation to both visual impact and potential residents’ concerns about
noise from golf course (such as early morning mowing) and errant golf balls.
» 27 May is Golf Club Board Meeting so will be unable to attend PRG – would like meeting record
forwarded.
» LDA stated that they could look at visual impacts from golf course as well as noise issue –
would get back to Golf Club in next six weeks.

2.6

Project Reference Group Meeting

A project reference group meeting was held with key stakeholders on Tuesday 27 May to provide
information about the current Planning and Development Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks +
Environs.
This meeting was attended by 16 participants from the following organisations:
» Artist, current tenant of Brickworks
» ACT Heritage
» ACT Heritage Council
» ACT National Trust
» Australian Institute of Architects (ACT Chapter)
» Australian Institute of Landscape Architects
» Deakin Residents Association
» Heart Foundation
» Inner South Canberra Community Council
» Thor's Hammer, current tenant of Brickworks
» Walter Burley Griffin Society
» Yarralumla Residents' Association

10
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» Yarralumla Uniting Church.
For a record of this meeting see Appendix A. Key issues raised in the discussion included:
» Request for further detailed information and discussion with LDA, prior to close of the public
exhibition period.
» Request for further detail around the proposal as a Transit Oriented Development /
development should make greater provisions for public transport.
» Concern about access and egress from the proposed development, considering the lack of
connections to existing Yarralumla / need for increased accessibility and walkability. However
there was some support for the proposed layout as a means of addressing potential rat running
through Yarralumla.
» Potential opportunity for the Brickworks to become a hub for artisans and designers, but
concern that this potential may be compromised by the future development if the two are not
considered together / if the project becomes just a residential land sale.
» Concern that the issues and ideas raised by stakeholders in the initial consultation period have
not been listened to. For instance, doubling of the Yarralumla population under the current
proposal, with related impacts on services in Yarralumla (including removal of the originally
proposed shopping centre), and related traffic impacts (with high traffic volumes on Dudley
Street a particular concern).
» Concern that the funds set aside for remediation may not be sufficient and may be ‘lost’ to
consolidated revenue rather than earmarked and ‘quarantined’ for the Brickworks.
» Request for clarification about how the figures of $10 million for the quarry and $1.5 million for
making the Brickworks safe have been calculated and further details about how these funds
would be used.
» Opportunity for land sales to help fund investment in Brickworks.
» Support for new parks proposed. Queried timing for delivery of parks.
» Potential for Brickworks future uses (retail, cafes) to take existing pressure off Yarralumla
shops.
» Support for heritage elements of the proposal including Quarry Park. However, beyond the
‘make safe’ works, need to consider where funds would come from to ensure future adaptive
reuse of the Brickworks.
» Concern regarding potential impacts of future development on neighbouring properties.
» Concern about the proposed higher buildings, including 8 storey buildings adjacent to the
Brickworks. Views of Canberra should be maintained.
» Need for a range of housing types – including homes for family households.
» Concern that the traffic, parking, and cycling and pedestrian parkways are very Yarralumlacentric. More work needed to connect these to other places, particularly Deakin.
» Concern about proposed replacement of a tree line ridge with 6 storey development on the
Yarralumla side.
» Request for more mixed-use development to create a more walkable and cycle friendly area.
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3

Community Information Session

A Community Information Session was held from 10am-1pm on Saturday 31 May 2014 to provide
all members of the community with an interest in the Canberra Brickworks + Environs an
opportunity to find out more about the current Planning and Development Strategy.
Representatives of the Land Development Agency and members of the project team were at the
session to respond to queries and comments about the Planning and Development Strategy. The
session included a series of display boards outlining the proposal, a scale model of the proposed
development and site tours of the Brickworks.
Participant feedback was invited using a feedback form and written submissions.

3.1

Promotion and participation

Approximately 277 people participated in the Community Information Session.
The session was promoted through a number of methods including:
» Advertisements in local press including The Canberra Times, The Chronicle and Community
Noticeboard – see Appendix B
» An information booklet distributed via letterbox drop to residents in the suburbs of Yarralumla,
Deakin and Curtin (approximately 5,000 homes) – see Appendix C
» The project website at www.lda.act.gov.au.

Snapshot of participation
Canberra Brickworks, Saturday 31 May 2014, 10am-1pm
Approximate no. of participants: 277
No. of participants who signed in: 227 (including 192 who said ‘yes’ to
receiving future information updates)
No. feedback forms distributed: 200
No. feedback forms completed to date: 138 (69% response rate)
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Members of the community getting involved in the site tours

Community conversations and feedback on the Planning and Development
Strategy
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3.2

Participant feedback

People who participated in the Community Information Session were encouraged to provide
feedback on the current Planning and Development Strategy by:
» Posting comments on the information display – in response to three questions about community
facilities and services, and the vision for the Brickworks
» Completing a feedback form.
Participant feedback received at the session (and up to 11 June 2014) is discussed below. A total
of 138 feedback forms were received by people who took part in the Community Information
Session.

Post-it note comments
Community facilities and services needs study:
What do you see as the most important future needs for community facilities and
services in this area?
Comments made by participants in response to this question were:
» Retirement Activities – Men’s Shed, Community Gardens
» Bentham Street shops already dangerous – far too many cars trying to park. Your info panels
make not mention of how this situation will be managed and so many more residents in our
suburb. Please inform us.
» No more cars
» Traffic! Traffic! More traffic!
» Bentham St Traffic!
» More parking needed at Yarralumla Bay shops. Very difficult now.
» Access to shops for 4,000 additional residents; Traffic flow significantly increased through
Yarralumla; Development too dense – 8 storeys unacceptable – not in keeping with old suburb
like Yarralumla; Access [for] current Yarralumla residents to Belconnen.
» Too intensive development go back to 2010 – 1,000 units not 1,600. Too dense.
» Retention of bush. Once lost it’s lost forever.
» Green spaces. Not packed in accommodation.
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» Traffic issues especially Bentham Street – there’s already too much.
» Community hall; Meeting places and spaces; Community garden.
» Community access to land so that more control of design/density.
» Lack of parking at Yarralumla shops. Encourage mixed use development adjacent to shops
building on current popularity.
» Child care
» Too dense – will change amenity and character of Yarralumla area; Brickworks belongs to
Canberra and should be FUNDED by Canberra, not just Yarralumla; Traffic from Molonglo will
go through Yarralumla; Access to shops; Loss of connectivity to green spaces.

Vision for the Canberra Brickworks:
What words best describe your desired future character for the Brickworks?
Comments made by participants in response to this question were:
» Creative Artisan Design Hub; Integration/Industrial theme; Sustainable businesses.
» The Brickworks; Innovative; Unique; Collaborative; Creative.
» Creative; Continue the current handmade professional nature of the brickworks; Inclusive;
Create opportunities for artists/makers/architects/engineers to collaborate; Vibrant - make a
hub with a national and international reputation.
» Self-sustaining for energy, water and sewerage, and with food grown onsite – and looking
good!
» Great concerns about no plans for infrastructure to cope with additional congestion from
planned apartment development.
» Don’t flog off the land without making the Brickworks a highly accessible to the public design
hub, as suggested by the current tenants. Should have high connectivity to Yarralumla shops
and future development sites such, as the Forestry School.
» Heritage; Innovative; Use of Brickworks.
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What uses or activities would you like to see happen on the Brickworks site in the
future?
Comments were:
» Artisan and Designer Hub – great idea.
» Informative; Use of the Brickworks buildings, facilities and assets.
» Artisan and Designer Hub (in keeping with the industrial history of the site).
» Creative Space; Space to play; Cultural; Fun; Innovative.
» Large space; Playful; Funny; New; Tall; Odd.
» Plans for extra housing sound good BUT I hope the brickworks businesses can continue to
operate!
» Retain the authentic industrial quality of Brickworks Precinct and introduce adaptive re-use but
on low scale (modest not monumental) with community use facilities. Artistic/Creative
generative forms would serve as fantastic model for Canberra.
» Community garden.
» Stability; Attractive.
» Huge concerns about the parking difficulties which might occur around the Yarralumla shops.
» Creative artisan design hub; Integration/industrial theme; Sustainable businesses.
» The Brickworks; Innovative; Unique; Collaborative; Creative.

16
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Profile of participants who completed a feedback form
Which of the following best describes you?
A total of 138 feedback forms were completed by members of the community during the
Community Information Session or following 10 days. The majority of people who completed a
feedback form were residents of Yarralumla (92). Other respondents included residents of Deakin
(18), Curtin (8) and wider Canberra (7), members of community groups (8), local business people
(6) and others (2).

Which of the following best describes you?

92
18
Resident of Yarraluma

8

Resident of Deakin

8

Member of community group

Resident of Curtin

7

Resident of wider area
Local business

6

Other

2
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Number of respondents

What is your age group?
Respondents were all aged 18 years or over. The majority of respondents were aged 36-55 (46,
36%) or 56-65 (39, 31%). Just over a quarter (36, 28%) were 65 or over. Only a small number
were aged 18-25 (3, 2%) or 26-35 (3, 2%).
18-25
(3, 3%)

Age group

>65
(36, 28%)

26-35
(3, 2%)

<18

36-55
(46, 36%)

18-25
26-35
36-55
56-65

56-65
(39, 31%)

>65
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Gender
There was a fairly even split of male and female respondents who completed a feedback form.

Gender

Female
(59, 49%)

Male
(62, 51%)

How did you find out about today’s Community Information Session?
The majority of respondents had heard about the Community Information Session through the
information booklet / letterbox drop (102). Others found out about the session through word of
mouth (20), other communications (18), newspaper advertisements (18) and the LDA website
(10).

How did you hear about the Community Information
Session?

102

Information booklet / letter box
drop

20

Word of mouth

18
Other

18
Newspaper advertisment

10
LDA Website

0

20

40
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80

100

120

Number of respondents
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Key findings from feedback form responses
1. How well do you think the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy responds to each of the following?
A total of 122 respondents completed this question. The majority of participants regarded the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy as responding very well or
somewhat in terms of:
» Laying the foundation for the restoration of the Canberra Brickworks (67.5%)
» Providing quality open space (56.3%).
The majority of participants regarded the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy as responding not at all well in terms of:
» Managing traffic and access (76.2%)
» Protecting neighbourhood amenity and character (73.9%)
» Providing transport improvements (67.8%).
There were mixed views on other aspects of the Planning and Development Strategy, as follows:
» A higher proportion of respondents thought it responded very well or somewhat in terms of
providing housing to meet the needs of Canberra residents (50.9%), than those who thought it
did not respond at all well (39.7%). Another 9.5% were undecided.
» A higher proportion of respondents thought it responded very well or somewhat in terms of
providing commercial space (45.3%), than those who thought it did not respond at all well
(35.7%). As many as 29.1% were undecided.
» The majority of respondents thought it did not respond at all well in terms of locating taller
buildings away from existing residential areas (54.2%), while another 41.6% thought it
responded very well or somewhat.

How well do you think the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy responds to each of the following? - Percentage response
Providing quality open space

19.3

37.0

39.5

Managing traffic and access 3.3 9.8

Providing transport improvements

6.8

Providing commerical space

76.2

12.7

10.7

67.8

9.6

35.7

4.2

12.7

35.7

Very Well

19.1

Somewhat

Protecting neighbourhood character and amenity

10.1

12.6

Locating taller buildings away from existing residential areas

15.3

Providing housing to meet the needs of Canberra residents

13.8

Laying the foundation for the restoration of the Canberra
Brickworks

73.9

26.3

0.0

10.0

54.2

37.1

23.1

3.4

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

9.5

21.4

60.0

70.0

Unsure

4.2

39.7

44.4

Not at all well

80.0

11.1

90.0

100.0
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2. Which of the following is most important to you? Please number 1-3, where 1=most
important
A total of 69 respondents completed this question correctly – ie numbering their first, second and
third preferences.1
Minimising local traffic impacts was identified as the most important factor by 31 respondents, by
11 respondents as their second preference, and by 9 respondents as their third preference.
Protecting local neighbourhood character was also commonly identified by respondents – with 15
nominating this as their first preference, 24 as their second preference, and 12 as their third
preference.
The following factors were also commonly identified by respondents as important:
» Future use of the Brickworks site – by a total of 27 respondents
» Access to new open space – by a total of 21 respondents.
Top three most important factors (n=69)
Other

1

2

Future use of the Canberra Brickworks site

6

6

9

Protecting local neighbourhood character

12

15

Locating new housing close to the city centre

24

5

12

4

5
Top preference

Minimising local traffic impacts

31

11

9

Second Preference

Third Preference
Public access to the Canberra Brickworks site

5

Access to improved public transport

6

1

Access to new open space

4

3

7

6

Access to a variety of dwelling types

12

2

0%

3

10%

3

20%

30%

40%

3

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Other factors nominated by respondents as being important included access to facilities and shops,
protecting wildlife habitat, access to bushland, community gardens, parking, and maintaining a
certain level of housing density in the area.

1
A total of 112 respondents answered this question, but 43 did not number their preferences. For this reason first, second
and third priorities cannot be identified for these respondents.
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3. Which aspects of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development
Strategy do you most support?
A total of 99 respondents completed this question. The three aspects of the Planning and
Development Strategy that were most commonly supported by respondents were:
» Restoration of the Brickworks / heritage preservation – identified by 63 respondents
» Provision of public space and parks – identified by 35 respondents
» Provision of a range of housing options – identified by 16 respondents.
Further aspects of the proposal supported by respondents are shown below.
Which aspects of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy do you most support?
63

Restoration of the Brickworks/preserving heritage

35

Public space/parks

16

Housing options

12

Other

7

Character of Yarralumla

6

Public transport

5

Close to the city centre

5

Roads and traffic design

4

Attracting facilities/making the suburb more appealing

4

0

Improving safety at the Brickworks

3

Good quality urban design

3

Commercial space

3

Creative hub at Brickworks

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Other aspects of the Strategy supported by respondents focused on issues such as retaining the
artisans at the Brickworks, and housing density so long as traffic is managed.
A selection of comments from respondents is provided below.

Restoration of the Brickworks / heritage preservation:
Getting on with protecting the Brickworks.
Preserving our industrial heritage.
Maintaining the “arts precinct” that has existed since the 1980s.
Any effort to preserve and re-establish use of actual Brickworks.
Restoration of Brickworks for community use.

Provision of public space and parks:
Preserving open space, parks and character of Yarralumla.
Use of open space to create amenity.
Stabilisation of the Brickworks and development of a park.
The open space park area.
Keeping green space.
Creation of useable parklands.
Parkland/play areas.
Retaining the park along Denman Street.
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Improving useful park space.
Development of the old quarry into an attractive park.

Provision of a range of housing options:
Greater availability of housing close to city.
Adding a variety of housing options to inner south.
Good planning for higher urban density without ruining quality of suburb.

Other comments:
Meaningful integration of the Brickworks into the Canberra community.
Making the whole site more accessible for business and public.
Public access to the Canberra Brickworks.
Providing safety within Brickworks.
Developing the Brickworks but not to the detriment of residents.
Protecting local neighbourhood character.
Breathe life into Brickworks but not at expense of the so called “environs”.
More residents of Yarralumla – hopefully to support better facilities on water’s edge.
For community to be healthy and sustainable there are benefits in having local coffee shop, physio,
grocer shop, GP within walking distance.
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4. Which aspects of the Strategy do you least support and / or have concerns with?
A total of 127 respondents completed this question. The three aspects of the Planning and
Development Strategy that were most commonly identified as issues or concerns by respondents
were:
» Traffic – identified by 83 respondents
» The level of residential development proposed – identified by 51 respondents
» The type of residential development proposed – identified by 43 respondents.
Further aspects of the proposal identified as issues or concerns by respondents are shown below.

Which aspects of the Strategy do you least support and /or have
concerns with?
83
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Other aspects of the Strategy not supported by respondents focused on issues such as the
proposed location of the asbestos containment facility, rates for new and existing residents, the
cost of new dwellings, potential noise for existing residents, footpaths and cycleways, the proximity
to Government House, environmental issues, and a query about whether future light rail and
cycleways were taken into consideration.
A selection of comments from respondents is provided below.

Traffic related:
I am extremely concerned about the increase of traffic through the existing Yarralumla.
There must be adequate provision for increased traffic flow.
We are very concerned about traffic management which does not appear to be adequately
considered and resolved in the current plan.
Traffic is of main concern particularly Kintor/Novar Street.

Level and or type of development:
The high storey developments seem out of character with site and intent.
Doubling population of Yarralumla whilst there are numerous other spaces in Canberra.
Too many houses are being planned.
The plans as proposed include too many dwellings. The pressure on local infrastructure will be
intolerable. It will destroy the character of the suburb.

Other comments:
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How are the shopping centres going to cope? Deakin and Yarralumla are at capacity now.
Extra commercial. The local shops in the area need to survive. Too much commercial will have a
severe impact on existing shops. Cafes, restaurants are good but not supermarket etc.
Not enough money allocated to making safety and usable.

5. Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the LDA and its project team to
consider in planning for future of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs?

Other comments or suggestions
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A total of 131 respondents completed this question. Many of the comments and suggestions made
by participants focused on traffic (25), the type (21) and level (16) of development proposed, and
the current Planning and Development Strategy (20).
Comments and suggestions were also made in relation to open space, maintaining character, the
consultation and planning process, and the future use of the Brickworks. Other issues raised
focused on the need for parking, commercial space / shops, infrastructure such as community
facilities, and increased public transport.
Other comments and suggestions made by respondents focused on issues such as people from
outside the area parking in Yarralumla and catching public transport to the city, providing space for
large trees, a suggestion to separate the proposal into two, and the potential for the site to be
used for diplomat accommodation instead.
A selection of comments is provided below.

Traffic related:
To minimise impact to existing residents, all traffic from the proposed precinct would need to be
channelled onto Cotter Road.
Managing traffic by lights, speed humps to stop cut through.
Access to Yarralumla and out of Yarralumla is already congested as I find on the school run every
day.
More thought into transport routes and traffic passages.
Fix traffic prior to development of housing.
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Level and or type of development:
I don’t think any suburb in Canberra should have its population doubled.
Better option is development of horse paddocks south of Cotter Road. Less detrimental to existing
character, amenities etc.
Don’t agree with multi storey development and the loss of the open spaces that currently exist.
The 2 storey proposed dwellings in the Quarry Park will adversely affect existing housing in
Schomburgk Street.
Can we have less high rise development/medium density, and have freestanding houses?
Ensure existing residences next to Brickworks do not have sunlight blocked.
Keep a good balance between existing and new residents, and visitors.

Other comments:
Would be good to support a place for artists.
The site would be ideal for an arts/design tertiary institution plus retail arts outlet.
Funding allocated to address parking issues at Yarra shops.
Provide suitable and adequate parking areas.
Would be great to ease the pressure of the parking area at Yarralumla shops.
Yarralumla residents are paying for the restoration of the Brickworks – not right.
Public transport carrying people to and from the new Brickworks development will be critical.
Older persons housing – will this be possible?
Given significant additional population, some greater capacity for community facilities (eg expansion
of Uniting Church, community hall).
Development of this area is overdue and needs to go ahead without delay.
This plan is no better than the existing plan 3 years ago. The proposal does not reflect the aspects of
the suburb enjoyed by the residences.
I recommend intensive 1 on 1 consultation with the residents in Denman Street as they are directly
impacted by this development.
It is a good start: the “model” is particularly valuable, and I hope it remains much as it is.
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4

Further feedback and media
coverage

4.1

Further feedback

Further feedback was obtained from members of the community through the:
» Project website and email address – with queries made direct to the Land Development
Agency’s team
» 1800 phone line – with one query to the Elton Consulting team on 29 May (3.30pm). The caller
is a resident of the local area who sought further information on the location of proposed new
housing. The caller was invited to attend the Community Information Session to discuss this
query one on one with the project team, and attended on the 31 st.

4.2

Media coverage

During the consultation period for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs, the project received some
media attention, as summarised below.
In May and June 2014 six newspaper articles were published across the Canberra Times, Canberra
City News and Northside Chronicle covering details of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs and the
Community Information Session.
» 4,000 to call Yarralumla brickworks their home, Canberra Times, 17 May 2014 – The Land
Development Agency has released the Planning and Development Strategy for the Canberra
Brickworks + Environs – a “scaled-back” plan for 1,600 dwellings near Yarralumla and Deakin.
This article discusses some of the features of the Strategy.
» Brickworks site re-build, Northside Chronicle, 20 May 2014 – As above.
» Built like a brickworks, Canberra Times, 4 June 2014 – Toni Sarri of Yarralumla attended the
Community Information Session for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy and has concerns about the project.
» Breakthrough on brickworks plan, Canberra City News, 5 June 2014 – Catherine Carter, ACT
Executive Director of the Property Council of Australia says the plan to restore the Canberra
Brickworks and provide more housing in the area is an exciting project and respects the
heritage of the site and amenity of existing residents.
» Interchange upgrade cut from brickworks plan, Canberra Times, 12 June 2014 – The Adelaide
Avenue interchange (proposed in the Canberra Brickworks + Environs plans in 2010) has been
removed from the current plans.
» Concern over suburb’s growth, Northside Chronicle, 10 June 2014 – The ACT Government
expects to spend up to $22 million on capital works in the Yarralumla area to accommodate an
increased population as a result of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs project.
For copies of these articles see Appendix E.
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The Canberra Brickworks + Environs project also received a number of mentions on radio, mostly
on 666 ABC Canberra and 2CC Canberra. These segments focused on release of the Planning and
Development Strategy and details about the project.
» 2CC Canberra aired an interview with Marea Fatseas of Yarralumla Residents Association on 19
May 2014. Marea expressed concerns about density, the need for more shops, and potential
traffic and transport issues.
» On 20 May 2014, 2CC Canberra aired an interview with Dan Stewart, Deputy CEO of the Land
Development Agency who outlined key features of the proposal and advised that feedback
received through the consultation process would be taken on board by the project team.
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5

Next steps

5.1

How this report will be used

This report has been prepared for the consideration of the Land Development Agency in planning
for the future of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs. The key issues raised in the community and
stakeholder consultations and related media are summarised in Table 1 below. Each of these
issues – and how the Master Plan responds – may be considered by the LDA and its project team
as part of the next steps in planning for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs. Master Plan
responses should include details of any modifications to the Planning and Development Strategy or
further investigations relating to the issues raised. For instance, the latter may include a detailed
traffic management study and community facilities and services needs study.
Table 1

Issue and response matrix

Issue raised in community / stakeholder feedback
Traffic generation and impacts
Parking provision / increased demand for parking
Type and level of residential development
Character and amenity impacts
Increased demand for public transport
Access and connections – roads, pedestrian and cycle paths, social connections
Increased demand for community infrastructure
Heritage considerations for the Brickworks and securing funding for future works
Remediation – adequacy and funding
Planning and consultation process – including requests for further detailed information and
discussion
Vision for the Brickworks and opportunities for the future ie character and activities (such as
creative hub)
Commercial / retail provision and increased demand
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5.2

Closing the loop: providing participants with
feedback on the project

Following the Community Information Session the project website was updated with the display
boards from the session. A summary of this report will be uploaded to the project website. It will
also be distributed to all those who registered their interest in receiving project updates – through
the website, stakeholder briefings / Project Reference Group meeting, and Community Information
Session.

Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy Elton Consulting

29

Appendices
A

Project Reference Group Meeting Notes

B

Advertisement

C

Information Booklet

D

Information Display

E

Media Coverage

30

Canberra Brickworks and Environs Planning and Development Strategy Elton Consulting

A

Project Reference Group Meeting
Notes
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Land Development Agency
Meeting notes
Meeting

Project Reference Group

Ref No.

13/3547

Project

Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development
Strategy

Date

27 May 2014

Venue

Land Development Agency
470 Northbourne Avenue
Dickson

Time

6.30pm–8.00pm

PRG members

Other
attendees

x

Anthony Burton, Heart Foundation

x

x

Robyn Cooper, Yarralumla Residents’
Association

Natalie Coyles, Australian Institute of
Architects (ACT Chapter)

x

Thor Diesendorf, Thor’s Hammer

x

Peter Dowling, ACT National Trust

x

x

Geoff Farquhar-Still, Artist, current tenant of
Brickworks

Marea Fatseas, Yarralumla Residents
Association

x

Pamela Hubert, ACT Heritage

x

Allan Hall, Yarralumla Uniting Church

x

x

Neil Hobbs, Australian Institute of Architects

Gary Kent, Inner South Canberra Community
Council

x

David Johnstone, Yarralumla Residents
Association

x

Duncan Marshall, ACT Heritage Council

x

x

Brett Odgers, Walter Burley Griffin Society

Michael Reeves, Australian Institute of
Landscape Architects

x

Peter Wurfel, Deakin Residents Association

x

Kristi Jørgensen, Project Director, LDA

x

Steve Rossiter, Elton Consulting

x

Paul Lewis, LDA

x

Matt McDevitt, Elton Consulting (Notetaker)

x

Irena Sharp, LDA

x

Alison Abernethy, EDD Media and
Communications

Time

Item
No.

6.30pm

1

6.45pm

2

Presenter

Welcome and introductions
x

Steve Rossiter (Elton Consulting) welcomed attendees and
provided an overview of community consultation and
engagement to date.

x

All attendees introduced themselves.

x

Paul Lewis (LDA) provided an overview of the planning process
to date, highlighting the importance of the project in
accommodating Canberra’s growth and the need to update the
community and key stakeholders before statutory processes
begin.

Presentation of the current Planning and Development
Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs
x

Kristi Jørgensen (Project Director, LDA) provided an overview
of the current Planning and Development Strategy.

Steve Rossiter (Elton
Consulting)

Kristi Jørgensen
(LDA)

7.15pm

3

x

KJ highlighted the key development issues of the site, including
on-site contamination, conservation of the brickworks complex,
incorporation of railway remnants, traffic issues, current uses of
the site, and the development interface with existing
residences.

x

KJ highlighted that the strategy delivers on a number of key
ACT policies, including the Planning Strategy 2012 and
Transport for Canberra, while conserving heritage, remediating
contamination, and establishing new urban parkland.

Questions and Discussion
x

Anthony Burton (Heart Foundation) expressed a particular
interest in Transit Oriented Development (TOD) and stated that
he would like to see more detail around this.

x

AB would also like to see more detail around potential shared
space opportunities.

x

AB expressed concerns around cul-de-sacs, and that these
create issues for connectivity and walkability.

x

Allan Hall (Yarralumla Uniting Church) stated that he is very
happy with park development, street extension, and unleased
ACT land south-east of the Church.

x

AH expressed concern that the new strategy extends closer to
the corner of the Church. AH would like further discussion
regarding how this might be rethought.

x

Thor Diesendorf (Thor’s Hammer) expressed excitement
about the potential of the brickworks as a hub for artisans and
designers. TD thought that the space has huge potential as a
unique creative hub

x

TD expressed concern about the lack of certainty about the
future of the brickworks, and that the current proposal is very
vague about what is going to happen on the site. TD was
concerned that the potential of the brickworks site may be
compromised by the way the development takes place if they
are not considered together.

x

Geoff Farquhar-Still (artist) was excited about the potential
of the brickworks site as an integrated artisans’ area with
architects, engineers, small-scale makers, artists, and
opportunities for cafes.

x

GFS thought that the things that are already happening on the
site have been overlooked.

x

GFS: ‘There’s a life there that is already successful. There’s an
opportunity to capitalise on what is already happening there
rather than wiping the slate clean and starting again’.

x

Marea Fatseas (Yarralumla Residents Association) thought
that the concerns and ideas they expressed in the initial
consultation period have not been listened to.

x

MF expressed concern that in the initial consultation period in
2010 the Association stated the YRA had proposed a maximum
30% increase on the existing Yarralumla suburb population,
while the current plan proposes a doubling of the population.

x

MF expressed concern about the potential impacts of this

All
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population growth on services in Yarralumla that are already
struggling, including stormwater drainage systems and
shopping centres. MF was concerned that the shopping centres
in the first development plan have been removed.
x

MF thought that the traffic of the site needs further studies and
modelling. Dudley Street was of particular concern, and MF
presented a photograph showing high traffic on Dudley Street.

x

MF expressed concern about the grid layout in the development
plan, and was concerned about its implications for sustainable
design.

x

MF was concerned that the money set aside for remediation
may not be sufficient and may be ‘lost’ to consolidated revenue
rather than being earmarked and ‘quarantined’ for the
Brickworks

x

MF commented that it was good to know that the new parks
will be zoned as open space.

x

MF wanted to know more about what the proposed plan is for
offsets for the loss of biodiversity.

x

MF would like to have further detailed discussions on these
issues with the LDA before the close of the consultation period.

x

SR: Confirmed that in response to an earlier request by the
YRA, the LDA had agreed to extend the consultation period to
six weeks, ending mid-July.

x

AH: Added that there is no existing stormwater drainage from
the Church, it just flows down to lower land. This will be
problematic when it will run into residential areas.

x

GFS: The things we have been discussing for the brickworks
could take some of the pressure off Yarralumla shops. There’s
potential to integrate this with our ideas.

x

MF: Agreed that proposals for the Brickworks focussing on arts
and creativity are exciting. Added that YRA does not want
project to be seen as purely a residential land sale.

x

Duncan Marshall (ACT Heritage Council) commented that it
was good to see positive elements being included in the plan as
part of the heritage story. DM commented particularly on the
Quarry Park, as a geological feature that is an important part of
the heritage story.

x

DM was interested in moving beyond ‘make safe’ for the
brickworks, and looking to the future life of the site and where
the money would come from to ensure adaptive reuse.

x

DM wanted to see 3-Dimensional (3D) representations and a
more detailed presentation of the proposed development. DM
was particularly concerned about the proposed 8 storey
buildings (particularly those adjacent to the Brickworks), and
what this would look like on the ground.

x

KJ commented that a physical 3D model and a ‘fly-through’ are
being prepared for the community event on 31 May, and these
would be available from then.

x

PL commented that the first part of the project was to make
the brickworks site safe, to arrest the decay that is currently
going on, and allow heritage assessments to be made. PL
explained that the LDA is open to all these ideas, but as a first
3

step the site needs to be made safe.
x

MF: Questioned whether the money made from land sales will
be used for adaptive reuse or will just go into consolidated
revenue?

x

PL explained that the LDA is required to operate under
commercial arrangements, and that the process of making the
site commercially viable is a very complex process. However,
funds for the creation of the parks and to make Brickworks safe
would be generated from this project.

x

David Johnstone (Yarralumla Residents Association) requested
clarification on the timing for delivery of the Quarry Park.

x

PL: It’s in the first stages of development on the northern side
of Adelaide Avenue.

x

Brett Odgers (Walter Burley Griffin Society) expressed an
interest in the heritage issue of alignment with Adelaide
Avenue.

x

BO thought it was important that heights reflect the natural
topography and are able to maintain the views of Canberra.

x

BO was concerned that there is a lot of vagueness in the
current plan.

x

Pamela Hubert (ACT Heritage) requested clarification as to
how the figures of $10 million for the quarry and $1.5 million
for making the brickworks safe have been calculated.

x

GFS also expressed interest in whether this was to reinforce the
kilns, and what the layout might look like.

x

KJ explained that the works had been costed by engineers, and
that the work on the layout is currently being undertaken.

x

Natalie Coyles (Australian Institute of Architects) thought that
the viability of the brickworks needs an investment, and that
land sales offer a way of funding that investment.

x

NC expressed concern that the typology of housing proposed
seems to be mostly targeted at workers and not as much at
families. NC expressed concerns about who was going to be
there during the day – will it be a dormitory suburb?

x

NC thought there was a good opportunity to connect to West
Deakin and to the existing commercial hub on Bentham Street.

x

MF: The width of the road on Bentham Street doesn’t meet
standard. There’s already an issue here. That’s why we’re
saying we need some new shops in the development.

x

NC: Questioned whether two shopping centres be viable?

x

KJ explained that this issue has come up in discussions, and
that the LDA recognises the need for an analysis on community
services and a needs analysis to make sure the right offerings
of centres and services are made.

x

Peter Wurfel (Deakin Residents Association) was pleased that
the period for comments has been extended.

x

PW asked for clarification on when Deakin would be
incorporated, and commented that the plan had changed from
the original.

x

KJ explained that Deakin would be part of the first stage of
4

development, and that the change in the plan had been made
to ensure the potential for the future upgrade of the
interchange was not compromised.

7.55

8.00
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x

PW expressed concern that the traffic, parking, and cycling and
pedestrian parkways are very Yarralumla-centric. PW thought
that more work needed to be done on connecting these to
other places, particularly Deakin.

x

PW thought that the development should make greater
provisions for public transport.

x

PW asked for clarification regarding the potential for
commercial facilities on the Deakin side.

x

KJ explained that there will be both commercial and residential
development on the Deakin side as CZ zoning allows for both.

x

PW is also interested in better understanding of the future
development presentation along Adelaide Avenue.

x

Neil Hobbs and Michael Reeves (Australian Institute of
Landscape Architects) thought that there should be greater
connectivity between Deakin and Yarralumla. NH thought that
this would ease pressure on the Yarralumla shops.

x

MR expressed concern about the replacement of a tree line
ridge with 6 storey development on the Yarralumla side, and
thought that this was a very significant departure from
Canberra planning.

x

GFS suggested looking at the Grounds in Alexandria in Sydney
as an example of adaptive reuse for the Brickworks site.

x

AB commented that he would like to see more mixed-use
development which would make a much more walkable and
cycle friendly area.

x

TD expressed concern about access and egress from the
proposed development, considering the lack of connections to
existing Yarralumla.

x

RC stated that the Yarralumla Residents Association was
concerned about people rat running through Yarralumla.

x

MR felt that existing residents of Yarralumla needed to embrace
this development as a part of Yarralumla, and that it makes
more sense for it to be connected.

Next steps in the consultation process
x

SR commented that there were some issues from this meeting
that would need further discussion, but that there were also
some exciting common grounds to explore.

x

SR encouraged all attendees to attend the community
information session on Saturday 31 May.

Thank you and close

Steve Rossiter

Steve Rossiter
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Planning and Development Strategy
for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs:
Information Update
WHY A
PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY FOR
THE CANBERRA
BRICKWORKS +
ENVIRONS?
Since its closure in 1976, the Brickworks’
historical value and its potential to serve
our community has been unrealised. The
Planning and Development Strategy
for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs
(2014) includes restoration of the historic
Brickworks and the development of high
quality public facilities including new
parks: a spectacular Quarry Park on the
site of the old quarry, Westridge Park to
the south of Denman Street and a third
park which incorporates the Yarralumla
Railway Remnants heritage area.
The Brickworks is on the ACT National
Trust’s ‘most at-risk’ sites in Canberra due
to its ongoing neglect. To do nothing is no
longer an option. The Canberra Brickworks
+ Environs Planning and Development
Strategy has been developed following
commissioning of a Conservation
Management Plan to address the heritage
restoration of the Brickworks and broad
community consultation undertaken in
2010-2011.
The ACT will be home to half a million
residents by 2033 and we will require 45,000
more dwellings. We know that housing
supply is a critical issue for Canberra and
land is running out on the fringes of the city.

The ACT Planning Strategy (2012) sets a target
for the delivery of 50% or more of new
housing through urban intensification. The
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning
and Development Strategy proposes the
development of land surrounding the
Brickworks to provide a range of housing
options, and commercial space primarily
located in Deakin to support the West
Deakin Business Park.
The Canberra Brickworks + Environs project
is an example of how the ACT’s strategic
planning policy – which was informed by
conversations with the Canberra community
in Canberra Time to Talk 2030 – can now
be implemented in our city. Time to Talk
Canberra 2030, released in January 2011, told
us that Canberrans want a more compact
city that will better support a public
transport system and deliver a better mix
of housing across the ACT. This catalyst
project will contribute to the strategic
directions and actions set out in the
ACT Planning Strategy and Transport for
Canberra (2012) – to create more compact
development around the city’s town and
group centres and major public transport
routes.

Historic photograph of the Brickworks

About the LDA
The Land Development Agency
(LDA) is an ACT Government
agency within the Economic
Development Directorate. Our
mission is to contribute positively
to the economic and social
development of the ACT, by
building vibrant and sustainable
communities – through
greenfield and urban renewal
projects for the development of
residential, commercial, industrial,
community and non-urban land.

COMMUNITY
BENEFITS

Providing homes for
Canberra’s growing
community
Housing supply is a critical issue for Canberra
and opportunities for new housing and
choices are important for the future of the
city. Our population is growing strongly and
is also ageing.
The Canberra Brickworks + Environs provides
an ideal location for urban renewal to
meet the needs of our community. It is
located close to transport, shops, services
and increasing employment opportunities
at West Deakin. The Planning and
Development Strategy for the Brickworks
+ Environs will provide approximately
1,600 new homes on this 41.95 hectare site,
contributing towards our city’s target of
45,000 new homes by 2030 under the ACT
Planning Strategy (2012).

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and
information contained herein are for
illustrative purposes only and should
not, without further inquiry, be relied
upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To
the extent permitted by law, the Land
Development Agency (LDA) will not
be responsible for any loss or damage
that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.
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The Brickworks + Environs Strategy
incorporates a range of housing options in
order to appeal to a diverse mix of people
and household types. This includes more
compact and low maintenance housing
to allow locals to age in their community
without the need to move away from friends
and family.

Breathing new life into
the Brickworks
The Brickworks was listed on the ACT
Heritage Register in May 2001, but little has
been done to preserve it since its closure.
The ACT Government is committed to
conserving this national icon – the Canberra
Brickworks – and has demonstrated this
commitment with an upfront investment
of $1.5 million in funding, as well as the $2.9
million committed to remediating the site in
the 2013–14 budget. The ACT Government
commits to stabilising and making safe the
Brickworks complex to enable alternative
uses for this important site.
Following preliminary ‘make safe’ works,
the Brickworks will be publicly accessible,
creating a Quarry Park and Brickworks
complex that complement each other as a
major new public space in Canberra. This
area can be used for a myriad of activities,
such as community and cultural events
and pop-ups to support new and creative
enterprises, and future opportunities for
adaptive reuse of the Brickworks will be
explored.

Keeping Canberra
green
A high quality public realm with new
parklands and on and off road pedestrian and
cycle paths will all be provided as part of the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy. The current Strategy
will facilitate the development of three new
parks:
t The 4.17 hectare Quarry Park will be
located on the site of the old quarry. It
will be an important public space for the
enjoyment of both the local community
and visitors to the area. The ACT
Government has committed $10 million
towards creation of this unique parkland
which will celebrate the geology and
cultural heritage of this important site.
The public domain will incorporate water
sensitive urban design, public art, new
playground and footpaths.
t Westridge Park will be located to the
south of Denman Street and will be
approximately 2.18 hectares in size. It will
provide a green buffer between existing
homes in Yarralumla and the proposed
new residential community.

Our aim is to ensure that
renewal of the Canberra
Brickworks + Environs integrates
well with its surrounds. Existing
green spaces in Yarralumla are
a great asset and we aim to
enhance these through linkages
in the open space network
between Central Canberra and
Woden.

t A third high quality landscaped space
will incorporate the Yarralumla Railway
Remnants heritage area. It will be
approximately 3,600 sqm in size.
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SUSTAINABLE
OUTCOMES

Hardy Kiln under construction in the 1920s

Protecting our
heritage
The current Planning and Development
Strategy will facilitate restoration of
the historic Brickworks in line with
the Conservation Management Plan
(CMP) which was approved by the ACT
Government in May 2010. The CMP found
the Brickworks, as Canberra’s ‘first factory’,
has a high level of historical, scientific,
aesthetic and social value for both the local
area and broader Canberra.

A visitor to the Brickworks factory

We cannot continue to allow the Brickworks
to deteriorate. Our priority is to make sure
the Brickworks is still around in the future
– so that members of the community can
safely access the Brickworks and experience
the history and memories this important
place holds.
A total of $2.9 million in Government funding
has been allocated to undertake remediation
of an area that was previously used to dump
building materials, located to the west of
the Brickworks kilns. Remediation works
will commence on site this year and will
continue until 2015. Notifications about
upcoming works will be distributed in the
local community and will also be posted on
the ‘News & Events’ section of the website
(www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra).

4

Quality design
The LDA is responsible for development
outcomes across the full study area,
including the Brickworks. The LDA is
committed to sustainable development
that provides a high level of quality for
new residents and the existing community.
One of our core principles is focusing on
sustainable and innovative practices, to help
ensure that Canberra continues to be a great
place to live. Sustainability encompasses
everything from site planning and energy
efficiency to the provision of high quality
open spaces.
The proposal includes a number of buildings
with maximum heights ranging from two
to eight storeys. The development will be
stepped, so that lower rise buildings are
located near existing homes in Yarralumla.
Higher buildings will be located next to
current traffic corridors, in West Deakin (ie up
to eight storeys) and along Adelaide Avenue,
Cotter Road and between the golf course
and the Brickworks (ie six to eight storeys).
The rest of the site will include a mix of two,
three and four storey buildings.

Managing traffic
Located adjacent to the major transport
corridors of Cotter Road and Adelaide
Avenue, the Brickworks + Environs project is
well placed to meet the needs of Canberra’s
growing population. This sustainable new
development also responds to the ACT
Government’s policy for urban consolidation.
New residents will enjoy convenient access
to public transport options, community
facilities, recreation areas, and a host of other
amenities in the local area.

Future upgrade of Cotter Road (between
Yarralumla Creek and the Tuggeranong
Parkway) will be delivered by Territory and
Municipal Services Directorate (TAMS).
Proposed road duplication and new
interchange at the junction of Cotter Road
and Adelaide Avenue will be required due
to increasing traffic volumes associated with
the new district of Molonglo.

A new bus stop will be created on Adelaide
Avenue – on the Woden-City route of the
blue rapid bus and bike service, which will
improve access to public transport for all
members of the local community.
A traffic and transport study was undertaken
by SMEC in 2013 to support planning for the
Brickworks + Environs site. Recommended
traffic improvements will also include
extension of the Dunrossil Drive axis as a
linear tree-lined street, and provision of a
new formal approach and entry from Cotter
Road to the Governor-General’s residence
and the Brickworks.
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OVERVIEW OF
THE PLANNING
AND
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY

Yarralumla

The site
The site comprises
approximately 41.95 hectares
located at the ‘intersection’ of
Adelaide Avenue, Yarra Glen,
and Cotter Road, within the
suburbs of Yarralumla and
Deakin.
It is an area of local, regional
and national significance.
The site includes the former
Canberra Brickworks – a
significant heritage item. The
Brickworks was Canberra’s first
factory operating between 1913
and 1976, and today provides
a reminder of Canberra’s
industrial and social history.
The site is on a major axis with
Parliament House and the entry
way to Government House. A
number of significant Canberra
landmarks are located adjacent
to the site, including the
National Mint, the GovernorGeneral’s residence and Lake
Burley Griffin.
It also acts as an important
gateway to the city from
Woden, Tuggeranong and
Molonglo.

LEGEND

6 km to
city centre

Curtin

Study Area Boundary
Heritage Elements
Proposed building heights are
shown as maximum number of
storeys (x)

N

Deakin

About the Planning and Development Strategy
Key features of the current Planning and
Development Strategy include:
t Initial ‘make safe’ of the Brickworks to
allow potential future uses
t The development of three new high
quality urban parklands, incorporating
Canberra Brickworks and associated
railway remnants
t The construction of approximately 1,600
new dwellings and approximately 15,000
sqm of commercial space
t Building heights that are respectful
of the existing scale of neighbouring
suburbs and where appropriate,
increased heights that deliver density
along current transport corridors
t A layout that respects the ceremonial
approach to Government House.

The key differences between this Planning
and Development Strategy and the Draft
Strategy from 2010 are:
t The overall development area has
been reduced, with the new boundary
aligning with the Dunrossil Drive and
entry to Governor-General’s estate
t There are three parks including originally
proposed Quarry Park and Westridge
Park, and a new high quality landscaped
space incorporating the Yarralumla
Railway Remnants heritage area
t The size of the Quarry Park has increased
to 4.17 hectares with the removal of
previously proposed housing at its
northern end
t The road to the East of the Quarry Park
terminates within the park, but maintains
connection with the existing pedestrian
network
t Commercial space has been reduced
and is primarily located in Deakin to
support the West Deakin Business Park
t There is more estate housing proposed
in strategic locations
t The development will be delivered in
stages with all three parklands contained
within the initial stage.
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PLANNING
AND
CONSULTATION
PROCESS

What’s happened so far?

Consultation to date

The Planning and Development Strategy will act as a framework to
guide future land use, traffic and transport planning, and infrastructure
investment for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs.

A broad process of community consultation
was conducted from April 2010 to February
2011 to support development of the Draft
Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks +
Environs. Community feedback was sought
on a number of planning options for the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs and a
preferred Draft Master Plan presented
in 2010 (ie the Draft Planning and
Development Strategy).

Work undertaken to date as part of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs
Planning and Development Strategy includes:
t Background studies on heritage, environment, traffic, transport
and infrastructure
t Preparation of a Conservation Management Plan and
Site Analysis Report
t Community consultation around a series of options for the site (2010-11)
t Preparation of the Draft Planning and Development Strategy (2010)
t Internal reviews and approvals
t Further studies including traffic and transport, remediation and
feasibility studies
t Preparation of the current Strategy (2013)

April - May 2010

June - August 2010

Phase

Understanding the
site, community values,
interests and aspirations

Strategy development
– options / scenarios

Activity

t Consultation on the current Strategy (2014) – WE ARE HERE

t ,FZTUBLFIPMEFS
JOUFSWJFXT
t 1SPKFDUXFCTJUF
t $PNNVOJUZTVSWFZ
t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQ
NFFUJOH
t /FXTMFUUFS
t $PNNVOJUZ$POWFSTBUJPO
8PSLTIPQ

t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQ
NFFUJOH
t /FXTMFUUFS
t $PNNVOJUZ$POWFSTBUJPO
8PSLTIPQ
t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF
t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQ
NFFUJOH
t /FXTMFUUFS
t "EEJUJPOBM$PNNVOJUZ
$POWFSTBUJPO8PSLTIPQ
t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF

December 2010 February 2011
Finalising the draft
Planning Strategy
t "EEJUJPOBMTUBLFIPMEFS
NFFUJOHT
t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQ
NFFUJOH
t 'MZFS/FXTMFUUFS
t $PNNVOJUZ*OGPSNBUJPO
BOE'FFECBDL4FTTJPO
t "EEJUJPOBMQVCMJD
EJTQMBZT
t "EEJUJPOBMQIPOFTVSWFZ
t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF

Further information and
public comment
For details of the upcoming Community
Information Session and opportunities
for public comment, please see the next
page or go to www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra
and follow the links to ‘Consultation’.

May - June 2014

Ongoing

Release of the current
Planning Strategy

Statutory planning
associated with the
Brickworks + Environs

t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF
t /FXTMFUUFS
t .FFUJOHTXJUILFZ
TUBLFIPMEFSTJODMVEJOH
UIF1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF
(SPVQ
t $PNNVOJUZ*OGPSNBUJPO
4FTTJPOBOEHVJEFE
UPVST 4BUVSEBZ.BZ
t 1VCMJDDPNNFOUBOE
TVCNJTTJPOT VOUJM
.POEBZ+VOF

t 'PSNBMQVCMJD
DPOTVMUBUJPOBTTPDJBUFE
XJUIUIFSFMFWBOU
TUBUVUPSZQSPDFTTFT

Next steps
Once strategy development is complete, the statutory processes of amending
the Territory Plan and the National Capital Plan will be undertaken. This will
include a period of public notification and opportunity for public comment.
Further opportunities for you to have your say will be available as part of the
formal public consultation associated with the relevant statutory processes.

Consultation
on the current
Planning Strategy
– WE ARE HERE

For further information about the planning and consultation process please go to
www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra.
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FIND OUT
MORE AND
HAVE YOUR
SAY

Public comment and submissions
We welcome all members of the community and interested parties to find out more
about the current Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy,
by participating in a Community Information Session.

Date:

Saturday 31 May 2014

Time:

Please drop in any time from 10am-1pm

Venue: Canberra Brickworks (located at the ‘intersection’ of
Adelaide Avenue, Yarra Glen, and Cotter Road, within the
suburbs of Yarralumla and Deakin)
Please note, in case of poor weather, the session will be held in
Yarralumla Uniting Church Hall in Denman Street Yarralumla (ie
between Abbott Street and Kintore Crescent).

There will also be an opportunity for public comment for a period of four weeks
following the Community Information Session – until Monday 30 June 2014.
If you would like to comment on the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy or make a formal submission, please send all correspondence to:
Land Development Agency
TransACT House
470 Northbourne Avenue
Dickson ACT 2602
Ph: (02) 6205 0600
Fax: (02) 6207 6110
Email: brickworks@act.gov.au

More information
For more information about the current Strategy please go to
www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra
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Housing supply is a critical issue for Canberra and
land is running out on the fringes of the city. The

The ACT will be home to half a million residents by
2033 and we will require 45,000 more dwellings.

Canberra is growing and changing

The Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning
and Development Strategy has been developed
following a Conservation Management Plan to
address heritage restoration of the Brickworks and
broad community consultation – in 2010-2011.

The Brickworks is on the ACT National Trust’s
‘most at-risk’ sites in Canberra due to ongoing
neglect, and to do nothing is no longer an option.

Since its closure in 1976, the Brickworks’ historical
value and potential to serve our community has
been unrealised.

The Brickworks needs attention

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

This catalyst project will contribute to the
strategic directions and actions set out in the
ACT Planning Strategy and Transport for Canberra
(2012) – to create more compact development
around the city’s town and group centres and
major public transport routes.

Time to Talk Canberra 2030, released in January
2011, told us Canberrans want a more compact
city that will better support a public transport
system and deliver a better mix of housing
across the ACT.

The Canberra Brickworks + Environs project is
an example of how the ACT’s strategic planning
policy – informed by conversations with the
Canberra community in Canberra Time to Talk
2030 – can now be implemented.

ACT Planning Strategy (2012) sets a target for the
delivery of 50% or more of new housing through
urban intensification.

k m)

Parliament House

(6
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Why a Planning and Development Strategy?

Canberra Brickworks
+ Environs
(41.95 ha site)

Government House

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

Commercial space primarily located
in Deakin to support the West Deakin
Business Park

Development of land surrounding
the Brickworks to provide a range of
housing options

Development of high quality public
facilities including three parks:
- Quarry Park on the site of the old quarry
- Denman Street Park to the south of
Denman Street
- A park incorporating the Railway
Remnants heritage area

Restoration of the historic Canberra
Brickworks to enable safe public access

The Planning and
Development Strategy
includes:

We encourage you to find out more about the
Strategy by viewing the information display and
talking to members of the project team here today.

Thank you for participating in this Community
Information Session about the Planning and
Development Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks
+ Environs.

Welcome and introduction

A separate heritage study involving the
preparation of a Conservation Management
Plan was undertaken by Lovell Chen.

Umwelt and Alison Rowell
Environmental assessment

Colliers International
Sales and revenue

MacroPlan Dimasi
Commercial Feasability

Elton Consulting
Community and stakeholder engagement

Sphere Property
Economic analysis and modelling

SMEC
Transport, traffic and infrastructure

Jane Irwin Landscape Architects
Landscape architecture

Hill Thalis Architecture + Urban Projects
Urban design

The Planning and Development Strategy has
been prepared by the LDA and its experienced
multidisciplinary team:

Project team

Phase

Activity

2

t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF
t /FXTMFUUFS
t .FFUJOHTXJUILFZTUBLFIPMEFST
JODMVEJOHUIF1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF
(SPVQ
t $PNNVOJUZ*OGPSNBUJPO4FTTJPOBOE
HVJEFEUPVST 4BUVSEBZ.BZ
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VOUJM+VMZ
t "EEJUJPOBMTUBLFIPMEFSNFFUJOHT
t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQNFFUJOH
t 'MZFS/FXTMFUUFS
t $PNNVOJUZ*OGPSNBUJPOBOE
'FFECBDL4FTTJPO
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t "EEJUJPOBMQIPOFTVSWFZ
t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF

t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQNFFUJOH
t /FXTMFUUFS
t $PNNVOJUZ$POWFSTBUJPO8PSLTIPQ
t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF
t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQNFFUJOH
t /FXTMFUUFS
t "EEJUJPOBM$PNNVOJUZ$POWFSTBUJPO
8PSLTIPQ
t 8FCTJUFVQEBUF

Planning and Development Strategy

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Release of the current
Planning Strategy

May - June 2014

Finalising the draft
Planning Strategy

December 2010 February 2011

we are
here

t 'PSNBMQVCMJDDPOTVMUBUJPO
BTTPDJBUFEXJUIUIFSFMFWBOU
TUBUVUPSZQSPDFTTFT

Statutory planning
associated with the
Brickworks + Environs

Ongoing

A broad process of community consultation was conducted
from April 2010 to February 2011 to support development
of the Draft Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs.
Community feedback was sought on a number of planning
options for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs and a
preferred Draft Master Plan that was presented in 2010 (ie the
Draft Planning and Development Strategy).

Consultation to date

Strategy development
– options / scenarios

June - August 2010

t Consultation on the current Strategy

t Preparation of the current Strategy (2013)

t Further studies including traffic and transport,
remediation and feasibility studies

t Internal reviews and approvals

t Preparation of the Draft Planning and Development
Strategy (2010)

t Community consultation around a series of options for
the site (2010-11)

t Preparation of a Conservation Management Plan and Site
Analysis Report

t Background studies on heritage, environment, traffic,
transport and infrastructure

Work undertaken to date as part of the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy includes:

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

t ,FZTUBLFIPMEFSJOUFSWJFXT
t 1SPKFDUXFCTJUF
XXXMEBBDUHPWBVDBOCFSSB
t $PNNVOJUZTVSWFZ
t 1SPKFDU3FGFSFODF(SPVQNFFUJOH
t /FXTMFUUFS
t $PNNVOJUZ$POWFSTBUJPO8PSLTIPQ

Understanding the
site, community values,
interests and aspirations

April - May 2010

The Planning and Development Strategy will act
as a framework to guide future land use, traffic and
transport planning, and infrastructure investment
for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs.

What’s happened so far?

Planning and consultation process

Heritage Elements
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Approx. 400
new dwellings
in Deakin

Approx.
15,000 m2 of
commercial
space
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Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

Proposed building heights are shown
as maximum number of storeys (x)

Building heights
are respectful of
the existing scale of
neighbouring suburbs
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Current Strategy: Key Features

Approximate size of park: 80m
x 470m
Indicative cost of $5 million for
Canberra Brickworks only

Decontamination
costs

3.6 ha

Indicative cost of $5 million
with onsite containment cell for
asbestos containing material
and management plan

Approximate size of park: 80m
x 340m

Approximately 4ha

Registration amended by
the ACT Heritage Council in
October 2013, and incorporated
into the current Strategy

Assumes Cotter Road and
Adelaide Avenue interchange
is upgraded
Not registered by the ACT
Heritage Council at time of
preparation

Staging plan is not contingent
on the Cotter Road and
Adelaide Avenue interchange
upgrade

Adaptive reuse of 4 kilns

15,000 sqm

Range of 2, 3, and 6 storey
maximum for remainder of
development

4-8 storey maximum along
Adelaide Avenue and between
the Royal Canberra Golf Course
and Brickworks

Initially ‘make safe’, to enable
potential future uses / private
investment in the adaptive reuse
of the Brickworks when this
is financially feasible (eg cafes,
restaurants, community facilities)

25,000 sqm

3 storey maximum for
remainder of development

Denman Street
Park

Quarry Park

Park at Yarralumla
Brickworks
heritage railway
remnants

Staging

Brickworks

Commercial/
mixed use space

No 8 storey development
included

Maximum
building heights

4 storey maximum along
Adelaide Avenue, Cotter
Road and between the Royal
Canberra Golf Course and
Brickworks

No development parcel north
of quarry park

Development parcel north of
quarry park

Quarry housing

8 storey maximum in West
Deakin

Approximately 1,600 dwellings

900-1,100 dwellings

Current Strategy
(2013)

Estate housing

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

t Layout respects the ceremonial
approach to Government House

t Traffic flow is managed through
minimising street connections into the
existing Yarralumla suburb

t Building heights adjacent to existing
residential areas are limited to 2 storeys

t Higher buildings are located furthest
from existing residential areas

t Building heights that are respectful
of the existing scale of neighbouring
suburbs, and where appropriate,
increased heights that deliver density
located along current transport corridors

t Provision of approximately 15,000 sqm of
commercial space

t The construction of approximately 1,600
new dwellings (including 1,200 north of
Adelaide Avenue in Yarralumla and 400
south of Adelaide Avenue in Deakin)

t The development of three new high
quality urban parklands, incorporating
the Canberra Brickworks and associated
railway remnants

t Initial ‘make safe’ of the Brickworks to
allow potential future uses

Key features of the current Planning
and Development Strategy are
shown here on the master plan.
These include:

Draft Strategy
(2010)

Current and Draft Strategies: Key facts and figures

About the Planning and Development Strategy

4

The ACT Government is committed to
conserving this icon – the Canberra Brickworks.
The LDA is investing $1.5 million for structural
work to make the Brickworks safe and enable
public access. Capital funding of $2.9 million
has been committed to remediating the
site in the 2013–14 and 2014–15 budget. The

The Brickworks + Environs Strategy
incorporates a range of housing options in
order to appeal to a diverse mix of people and
household types. This includes more compact
and low maintenance housing to allow locals
to age in their community without the need to
move away from friends and family.

Planning and Development Strategy

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

The Brickworks was listed on the
ACT Heritage Register in May
2001, but little has been done to
preserve it since its closure.

Following preliminary ‘make safe’ works, the
Brickworks will be publicly accessible, creating
a Quarry Park and Brickworks complex that
complement each other as a major new public
space in Canberra. This area can be used for
a myriad of activities, such as community
and cultural events and uses to support new
and creative enterprises. Future opportunities
for adaptive reuse of the Brickworks will be
explored.

ACT Government commits to stabilising and
making safe the Brickworks complex to enable
alternative uses for this important site.

Breathing new life into the Brickworks

West Deakin. The Planning and Development
Strategy for the Brickworks + Environs will
provide approximately 1,600 new homes on
this 41.95 hectare site, contributing towards
our city’s target of 45,000 new homes by 2030
under the ACT Planning Strategy (2012).

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

Our population is growing strongly and is also
ageing. The Canberra Brickworks + Environs
provides an ideal location for urban renewal
to meet the needs of our community. It is
located close to transport, shops, services
and increasing employment opportunities at

Housing supply is a critical issue
for Canberra and opportunities
for new housing and choices
are important for the future of
the city.

Providing homes for Canberra’s growing community

Community benefits

5

A third high quality
landscaped space will
incorporate the Railway
Remnants heritage area.
It will be approximately
3,600 sqm in size.

The approximately 4 hectare Quarry
Park will be located on the site of the
old quarry. It will be an important public
space for the enjoyment of both the
local community and visitors to the area.
The ACT Government has committed
$10 million towards creation of this
unique parkland which will celebrate
the geology and cultural heritage of
this important site. The public domain
will incorporate water sensitive urban
design, public art, new playground and
footpaths.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

A high quality public realm with
new parklands and on and off road
pedestrian and cycle paths will all
be provided as part of the Canberra
Brickworks + Environs Planning
and Development Strategy. The
current Strategy will facilitate the
development of three new parks.

Keeping Canberra green

Community benefits

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Curtin

Denman Street Park will
be located to the south
of Denman Street and
will be approximately
2.18 hectares in size.
It will provide a green
buffer between existing
homes in Yarralumla
and the proposed new
Yarralumla
Yarra
Ya
ralum
umla
a
residential
community.

6 km to
city centre
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Although the LDA will not build the housing on the site
themselves, design quality will be maintained across the
site through the use of the LDA’s design guidelines.

Sustainability encompasses everything from site planning
and energy efficiency to the provision of high quality open
spaces. The proposal includes a number of buildings with
maximum heights ranging from two to eight storeys. The
development will be stepped, so that lower rise buildings
are located near existing homes in Yarralumla. Higher
buildings will be located next to current traffic corridors,
in West Deakin (ie up to eight storeys) and along Adelaide
Avenue, Cotter Road and between the golf course and the
Brickworks (ie six to eight storeys). The rest of the site will
include a mix of two, three and four storey buildings.

An initial $2.9 million in Government funding has been
allocated to undertake remediation of an area that was
previously used to dump building materials, located to
the west of the Brickworks kilns. Remediation works will
commence on site this year and will continue until June
2015. The LDA has committed an additional $2.1 million
for remediation of the Brickworks. Notifications about
upcoming works will be distributed in the local community
and will also be posted on the ‘News & Events’ section of
the website (www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra).

The CMP found the Brickworks, as Canberra’s ‘first factory’,
has a high level of historical, scientific, aesthetic and social
value for both the local area and broader Canberra. We
cannot continue to allow the Brickworks to deteriorate.
Our priority is to make sure the Brickworks is still around in
the future – so that members of the community can safely
access the Brickworks and experience the history and
memories this important place holds.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

The LDA is responsible for development
outcomes across the full study area,
including the Brickworks. The LDA is
committed to sustainable development
that provides a high level of quality
for new residents and the existing
community. One of our core principles
is focusing on sustainable and
innovative practices, to help ensure that
Canberra continues to be a great place
to live.

Quality design

The current Planning and Development
Strategy will facilitate restoration of
the historic Brickworks in line with
the Conservation Management Plan
(CMP) which was approved by the ACT
Government in May 2010.

Protecting our heritage

Sustainable outcomes

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.
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A future upgrade of Cotter Road (between
Yarralumla Creek and the Tuggeranong Parkway) will
be delivered by TAMS. Proposed road duplication
and new interchange at the junction of Cotter
Road and Adelaide Avenue will be required due to
increasing traffic volumes associated with the new
district of Molonglo.

Vehicular access to the existing suburb of Yarralumla
has been minimised. The LDA will also work with
Territory and Municipal Services (TAMS) to address
some of the existing local traffic issues (such as in
Novar and Kent Streets), as well as continuing to
monitor future traffic conditions.

A traffic and transport study was undertaken by
SMEC in 2013 to support planning for the Brickworks
+ Environs site. Recommended traffic improvements
will also include extension of the Dunrossil Drive axis
as a linear tree-lined street, and provision of a new
formal approach and entry from Cotter Road to the
Governor-General’s residence and the Brickworks.

A major new bus stop (over $3 million in capital cost)
will be created on Adelaide Avenue – on the WodenCity route of the blue rapid bus and bike service,
which will improve access to public transport for all
members of the local community.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

Located adjacent to the major
transport corridors of Cotter
Road and Adelaide Avenue, the
Brickworks + Environs project is
well placed to meet the needs of
Canberra’s growing population. This
sustainable new development also
responds to the ACT Government’s
policy for urban consolidation. New
residents will enjoy convenient
access to public transport options,
community facilities, recreation
areas, and a host of other amenities
in the local area.

Improving access and
managing traffic

Sustainable outcomes

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.
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Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

This information display is also available on the project website.
For further details, please go to www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra
and follow the links to ‘Consultation’

Land Development Agency
TransACT House
470 Northbourne Avenue
Dickson ACT 2602
Ph: 1800 888 374
Fax: (02) 6207 6110
Email: brickworks@act.gov.au

If you would like to comment on the
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and
Development Strategy or to make a formal
submission, please send all correspondence to:

The period for submissions on the current Planning and
Development Strategy is now open. Please send us your
comments and submissions by Monday 14 July 2014.

How can I make a comment or submission?

Find out more and have your say

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Further opportunities for you to have your say will be available as part of the
formal public consultation associated with the relevant statutory processes.
For further information about the planning and consultation process please
go to www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra.

Once strategy development is complete, the statutory processes of amending
the Territory Plan and the National Capital Plan will be undertaken. This will
include a period of public notification and opportunity for public comment.

What are the next steps?

9

Please post your ideas and suggestions here.

eg this might include schools, childcare,
meeting space for community activities,
local shops, etc.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

What do you
see as the most
important future
needs for community
facilities and
services in this
area?

Q:

As part of the Planning and Development Strategy, the LDA
will undertake a community facilities and services needs
study for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs project.

Community facilities and services

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.
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Please post your ideas and suggestions here.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

What words
best describe your
desired future
character for the
Brickworks?

Q:

The Planning and Development Strategy will prevent
future deterioration of the Brickworks and allow public
access. It will lay the foundation for future use of the site.

Q:

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

What uses or
activities would you
like to see happen
on the Brickworks
site in the
future?

Vision for the Canberra Brickworks
Please post your ideas and suggestions here.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.

Planning and Development Strategy

Canberra Brickworks + Environs

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and information
contained herein are for illustrative purposes
only and should not, without further inquiry, be
relied upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To the
extent permitted by law, the Land Development
Agency (LDA) will not be responsible for any loss or
damage that may be incurred as a result of your
reliance upon these materials.
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Concern over suburb’s growth
By
Emma Kelly
.......................................................
THE ACT government expects to
spend up to $22 million on capital
works in the Yarralumla area to
accommodate a surge in the suburb’s
population as a result of the proposed
brickworks development.
Estate works and infrastructure are
currently estimated to cost between
$20-22 million but the figure is
expected to be refined through estate
development planning and detailed
design work.
Land Development Agency chief
executive Dan Stewart said the ACT
government would development infrastructure as necessary alongside the
suburb’s growth.
Yarralumla residents are concerned
about the ageing suburb’s ability to
cope with a dramatic increase in its
population as a result of the brickworks development, which will house
up to 4000 people.
The precinct will effectively double
the population of Yarralumla. Close to
3000 people currently live in the
lakeside suburb.
The ACT government, however, has
been advised that existing infrastructure in the area will be able to
support the proposed development,
aside from the road network.
The infrastructure studies were
conducted by Snowy Mountains
Engineering Corporation for the
agency.
“It is anticipated that the release of
land within the new development will
occur over eight to 10 years
commencing in 2016 to 17, and

therefore provides a sustainable and
incremental increase to the overall
population of this region of Canberra,”
Mr Stewart said.
“The ACT government recognises
that the road network in the vicinity of
the proposed development has
capacity issues. The LDA is continuing to engage with Roads ACT to
provide feedback on the issues that
have been raised by the community.”
Parklands, conservation of the
Canberra Brickworks Complex,
remediation of the brickworks site and
the Adelaide Avenue bus stop are not
included in the figure.
Yarralumla Residents Association
president Marea Fatseas said the group
was concerned about the implications
of
of the
the population
population surge
surge on
on existing
existing
infrastructure and roads.
One key issue was the impact of
traffic coming from Cotter Road,
particularly with the increasing
population of Molonglo, before the
implementation of the proposed Mint
interchange.
“It was going to take traffic from
Cotter Road over Adelaide Avenue
into Dennison Street and past the Mint
– that would be the way for people to
get into West Deakin,” Ms Fatseas
said.
“The current proposal no longer
assumes the Mint overpass, that’s been
put into the future. A lot of the traffic
modelling . . . was based on the
assumption of the Mint interchange.”
With the proposed closing of
Dudley Street, commuters heading to
West Deakin would be forced to travel
through Curtin, Yarralumla or

continue along Adelaide Avenue and
exit at Hopetoun Circuit, rather than
access the area directly, she said.
Ms Fatseas said she was also
concerned existing congestion at the
Yarralumla shops would worsen, with
only one supermarket proposed for the
new development.
Stormwater and sewage issues
already affected existing residents, let
alone new ones.
“We know there are some houses
near that area that don’t actually have
any stormwater at the moment,” Ms
Fatseas said.
“These are bread and butter issues
. . . and we expect those issues would
be fully budgeted for,’’ she said.
‘‘Especially if rates are increasing,
we need to make sure people are
actually getting services.”
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Interchange upgrade cut
from brickworks plan
By John Thistleton

The ACT government has removed
a proposed upgraded interchange
on Adelaide Avenue that aimed to
smooth traffic flow from Molonglo, Weston Creek and Belconnen
following the Canberra Brickworks
redevelopment at Yarralumla.
Yarralumla residents say the
redevelopment will mean more
housing in their suburb, fewer
road upgrades, and contamination measures that fall 20 to 30
times short of what is needed.
Freedom of information documents released on Tuesday indicate the ‘‘Mint Interchange’’ on the
existing Adelaide Avenue and
Yarra Glen interchange, with connections to Denison Street and
Cotter Road, would have cost
$80 million to $100 million.
The interchange was a key
traffic measure in the 2010
redevelopment master plan for
1100 new homes at the brickworks, but it is not on the revised
plan for 1600 dwellings,
announced in May.
Land Development Agency
spokesman Dan Stewart said the
current strategy did not include
the upgraded interchange because
it was not considered necessary
for this stage of the development.
‘‘However, this does not pre-

clude its delivery as part of the
next stage of works,’’ he said.
FOI documents reveal consultants AECOM prepared a feasibility
study on the Mint interchange,
with four options ranging from
$83 million to $104 million for
either an elevated roundabout or
diamond interchanges.
Traffic modelling indicated the
roundabout offered the most efficient solution for general traffic, to
reduce delays and queuing at the
intersections, but not for pedestrian movement and cycling.
Consultants SMEC reviewed the
costings in AECOM’s feasibility
report, saying: ‘‘Given that the
location of the proposed interchange
h
is on one off Canberra’s
b
’
busiest transport corridors, and
potentially significant project
costs, it is recommended more
detail of all potential options be
considered and investigated
before any are removed from
further consideration.’’
Yarralumla Residents Association president Marea Fatseas,
who lodged the FOI request, said
traffic from Weston Creek, Belconnen and Molonglo suburbs
using Cotter Road comes off Dudley Street before turning into

MASTER PLAN: The proposed new village and elevated roundabout.

either Yarralumla or west Deakin.
But under the latest plan, Dudley
Street would be replaced with new
apartments.
‘‘They will have to re-route
traffic either through new streets
in the new suburban areas, or if
people find that takes too long,
potentially they may go through
Curtin. If they see queues, they
will continue on Adelaide Avenue
and Hopetoun Circuit and into
west Deakin through the back
way,’’ she said.
Reports in 2001 identified environmental concerns including
underground fuel storage, explosives storage, landfill areas, brickworks and kilns, and possible
contaminants.
Ms Fatseas said asbestos
remediation plans had not eased
concerns for nearby residents. On
the association’s calculations, the
Land Development Agency, which
allowed $5 million for the work,
had underestimated the clean-up.
‘‘Moreover, the cost estimate
does not provide for remediation
of the brickworks site as a whole.
The association knows, for example, that bricks have been dumped
in many areas throughout the
brickworks, so the land may be
unstable and the bricks themselves may contain contamination,’’ Ms Fatseas said.
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Built like a brickworks

The Land Development Authority invited us residents to their
community information session
at the Yarrlumla Brickworks on
May 31. What a disappointment:
a quick walk around a limited
part of the site with a few deliberately misleading drawings in a
tent, intending to truncate the
comments down to a tick-thebox response.
The urban design lacks imagination and innovation, the road
layout is a copy of the grid design
used in 19th century American
town planning and will create all
of the trafﬁc problems they are
still unable to solve.
The pretend parks and landscaping is more construction inﬁll than world best practice. The
heritage protection of the Brickworks and environs plays no part
in this land grab other than as an
excuse for questionable development of more substandard ﬂats
that will suffer the same construction issues as those on
Kingston Foreshore.
If the LDA is in any doubt on
quality and design, I invite board
members to walk the Kingston
Foreshore developments and
make their own judgment as to
how this experiment in cost control will survive the next decade.
I was moved at the interest in
preserving a nationally important industrial site when it was
ﬁrst raised in 1976, and saddened
when Alan Maher failed to
achieve his dream. All the other
schemes and proposals since
then had one thing in common,
and that was to retain, preserve
and rebirth the site as a community asset.
The latest version is nothing
more than a series of ﬂats and
tenement buildings designed to
achieve maximum return for the
LDA in undeveloped land value.
Toni Sarri, Yarralumla
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Brickworks site re-build
By
Meredith Clisby
........................................
THE ACT government will restore the
Yarralumla brickworks and redevelop
the land around the site into housing
for up to 4000 people.
The Land Development Agency has
released a scaled back plan to
redevelop the vacant land next to the
suburbs of Yarralumla and Deakin for
1600 dwellings.
The area for redevelopment has
been reduced from the original master
plan from about 60 to 40 hectares and
a new park has been added to
incorporate the Railway Remnants
heritage area.
The redevelopment of the infill site
has been on the cards for years and
plans will now progress with the first
land to be released in about three
years.
The Planning and Development
Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks
+ Environs (2014) presents an
alternative to the draft master plan of
four years ago.
The site will not include the land
adjoining the future Cotter Road
alignment and instead the boundary
will align with Dunrossil Drive and
entry to the Governor-General’s estate.
The commercial space has been
reduced and will primarily be located
in Deakin alongside the West Deakin
Business Park.
The density of development has also
been decreased with open space
retained between the existing
residences in Yarralumla and stepped
storey development.
Preliminary safety works will be
carried out at the brickworks so the
area will be publicly accessible and it
will adjoin the already slated Quarry
Park.
The area will be used for activities
such as community and cultural events
and pop-ups to support new and
creative enterprises.
Future opportunities for adaptive
reuse of the brickworks will also be
explored.
Economic Development minister
Andrew Barr said it was an important

development for the city in a difficult
economic period and the government’s
i
investment
t
t would
ld leverage
l
private
i t
sector investment.
He said there had been a number of
ideas canvassed as part of consultation
from ‘‘mothballing to the national
icon’’ but the priority was work
associated with conservation and
ensuring it was an area that could be
used.
Mr Barr said heritage decisions
made by the ACT Heritage Council
had had some impact on the plans and
had been incorporated into the new
proposal.
Land Development Agency deputy
chief executive Dan Stewart said the
new proposal was a result of the
community feedback received as part
of the consultation process a couple of
years ago in tandem with the views of
the agency board.
Yarralumla Residents Association
president Marea Fatseas said a number
of key issues needed to be considered,
including density, traffic and parking,
sustainability, heritage, open space and
trees and endangered species.
She hoped residents would have
ample time to consider and respond to
the latest proposal.
Residents in Yarralumla, Deakin
and Curtin will receive a project
newsletter in the mail next week ahead
of an information session at the end of
the month.
– with Emma Kelly
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An artist’s impression of the redevelopment of the Yarralumla Brickworks site, which will increase housing.
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4000 to call Yarralumla
brickworks their home
By Meredith Clisby
Domain Editor

The ACT government will restore
the Yarralumla brickworks and
redevelop surrounding land into
housing for up to 4000 people.
The Land Development Agency
has released a scaled-back plan to
redevelop the vacant land next to
the suburbs of Yarralumla and
Deakin for 1600 dwelling sites.
The redevelopment area has been
reduced from about 60 hectares in
the original master plan to about 40,
and a new park added to
incorporate the Railway Remnants
heritage area. Redevelopment of the
infill site has been on the cards for
years, and releases will start in
about three years.

The Planning and Development
Strategy for the Canberra
Brickworks + Environs (2014)
presents an alternative to what was
slated about four years ago in the
draft master plan.
The site will not include the land
adjoining the future Cotter Road
alignment, and instead the
boundary will align with Dunrossil
Drive and entry to the GovernorGeneral’s estate.
The commercial space has been
reduced and will primarily be
located in Deakin alongside the
West Deakin Business Park.
The density of development has
also been decreased, with open
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Home among the brickworks for 4000
From Page 1
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space retained between the existing
residences in Yarralumla, and
stepped storey development.
Preliminary ‘‘make safe’’ works will
be made at the brickworks so the
area will be publicly accessible and it
will adjoin the already slated Quarry
Park.
The area will be used for activities
such as community and cultural
events and pop-ups to support new
and creative enterprises.
Future opportunities for adaptive
reuse of the brickworks will also be
explored.
Economic Development Minister
Andrew Barr said it was an important
development for the city in a difficult
economic period and the
government’s investment would
leverage private sector investment.
‘‘It will provide an economic
dividend but in addition to that we
get a solution for what is an iconic
part of the city,’’ he said.
‘‘We’ll get a vibrant new urban
precinct with a range of new parks
and recreation spaces for the
community.’’
He said there had been a number
of ideas canvassed as part of
consultation, from ‘‘mothballing to
the national icon’’, but the priority
was work associated with
conservation and ensuring it was an
area that could be used.
‘‘I think it’s getting ahead of the
process to talk in terms of national
tourist icon, but I think it will be a
place that people will enjoy coming
to, and those who choose to live in
the area will have a fantastic
lifestyle,’’ he said.
Mr Barr said decisions by the ACT
Heritage Council had had some
impact on the plans and had been
incorporated into the new proposal.

Land Development Agency deputy
chief executive Dan Stewart said the
new proposal was a result of the
community feedback received as
part of the consultation process a
couple of years ago and the views of
the agency board.
‘‘The brickworks itself is a
wonderful asset for Canberra and for
many of us having that truly historic
precinct surrounded by chain wire
fence is an undesirable outcome,’’ he
said.
Mr Stewart said the upfront
investment in the brickworks would
also enable a future commercial use
if that became economically viable.
Project director Kristi Jorgensen
said
id the
h release
l
off ACT planning
l
i
documents following on from the
draft plan had solidified the need for
urban infill development in the city.
She said the LDA had looked at
trying to increase the densities but
keep them low where they meet the
existing homes within Yarralumla.
‘‘The height strategy is very much
predicated on keeping it low at the
Yarraluma side and stepping it up
towards Cotter Road,’’ she said.
Residents in Yarralumla, Deakin
and Curtin will receive a project
newsletter in the mail next week.
These will arrive ahead of an
information session at the end of the
month.
The redevelopment of the
brickworks requires a change to the
Territory Plan and an amendment to
the National Capital Plan, and
environmental clearances because
of the presence of the golden sun
moth and native grassland.
It is expected that the first land will
be released during the 2016-17
financial year.
About $3 million was allocated in
the most recent ACT budget towards
removing contamination from the
site.
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VISION: An artist’s impression of the Yarralumla Brickworks development showing existing housing on the left, and the new park, centre.
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