Whitlam
Local Centre
A place to meet and connect
By Suburban Land Agency

Acknowledgement
of Country
We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as
Canberra’s first inhabitants and Traditional
Custodians. We recognise the special relationship
and connection that Ngunnawal people have with
this Country.
Prior to the displacement of Ngunnawal people from
their land, they were a thriving people whose life and
culture were connected unequivocally to this land in
a way that only they understand and know and is core
to their physical and spiritual being.
The segregation of the Ngunnawal people from
Culture and Country has had long-lasting, profound,
and ongoing health and well-being effects on their
life, cultural practices, families, and continuation
of their law/lore. We acknowledge the historic
interruption of the Ngunnawal people of Canberra
and their surrounding regions.
We recognise the significant contribution the
Ngunnawal people have played in caring for Country.
For time immemorial they have maintained a tangible
and intangible cultural, social, environment, spiritual,
and economic connection to these lands and waters.

The Suburban Land Agency
is seeking stage one tender submissions
View the tender documents at tenders.act.gov.au

The Suburban Land Agency is seeking
stage one tender submissions from
developers who share our vision to
create a sustainable and people friendly
destination for the local community in
Whitlam. A buzzing activity hub that invites
everyone to stay and enjoy its services
and high-quality place design.
The Whitlam Local Centre will be a central
place for the community to come together.
It will provide a complementary mix of
services, activities and events to support
a vibrant public life.

Enjoying local experiences is important
for the residents of the Whitlam community
and the precinct must allow for green
spaces, opportunities for play and have
walkable connections.
To achieve the objectives of the Suburban
Land Agency’s Sustainability Strategy, the
precinct should be built with environmental,
and social sustainability front of mind
– reducing its impact on the natural
environment, and creating a great place
for people to connect and enjoy.
The Molonglo Valley community has been
engaged in the development of a Place
Brief to guide the strategic design and
development of this site.
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Build for a growing
and active community

The
Opportunity
Whitlam is Canberra’s newest and
growing suburb. The Whitlam
Local Centre’s 1.8ha site will provide
commercial, community and residential
use with a generous public realm.
A distinctive, mixed-use precinct
that embodies the best of
contemporary Canberra, builds on
its memorable landscape setting
and incorporates spaces and
activities for people to congregate
that ensure its ongoing success.

A series of elements will contribute to the unique identity of the Whitlam Local Centre:
	
Layered – innovative precinct
design can take advantage of the
site’s topography, and help reduce
the environmental impacts of its
construction. Designing layered and
connected spaces across different
levels offer a range of potential
activities and uses.
	
Quality – design and finish will be
robust, high-quality with careful
consideration for long term
performance of the centre.
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Views – to the Brindabellas,
connects people to the unique
natural landscape around Whitlam
and will form a key part of the
identity of the centre and can be
capitalised on through outdoor
eating and activity spaces.
	
Destination – connected spaces
allow for free movement and
activity. These will ensure people
are attracted to the centre
throughout the day and night.
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STAGE 3
This is an opportunity to be involved
in creating a place for the residents of
Whitlam to come together around the
anchors of community life.

N
Areas marked are indicative only

The Local Centre will provide local
shopping and associated amenities
for the estimated 5,500 future residents
of Whitlam with a distinctive mixed-use
precinct that embodies best practice
in contemporary design.

Full site
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Dwellings

2

supermarket
space

Surrounded by medium density
residential blocks the site has potential
for 200–300 diverse residential dwellings.
AD

1,500m

The site is zoned CZ4 – Local Centre.
This mixed-use site is envisaged to include
a supermarket of up to 1,500m2, as well as
other uses including cafe, retail, commercial
and community use.

GR O

200 –300

The 1.8 hectare site has exceptional views
over the natural beauty of the Brindabella
ranges, particularly to the south, with
quite a steep fall. It is bound by Sculthorpe
Avenue, Bousloff Street, Hazel Hawke
Avenue and Alice Moyle Way and adjacent to
the future ACT Government Primary School.
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An innovative
centre of activity

The
Possibilities
At the Suburban Land Agency,
we are committed to creating great
places where communities thrive.
We build people-focussed residential
estates and urban renewal projects for
the people of Canberra.
Canberra’s local centres are transitioning
to activity centres that provide lifestyle
services, niche shopping and enable
social connection and community
wellbeing, such as informal community
meeting spaces.

SLA has ambitious goals to help contribute
to Canberra’s status as a world leading sustainable city –
more information available here
suburbanland.act.gov.au/sustainability
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Supporting centres through a greater mix
of uses, housing diversity and appropriate
service levels can help strengthen local
centres as destinations and hubs of activity.
Centres can adapt over time when there is a
variety of uses, they are easily accessible by
walking, cycling and public transport, and
are integrated with green space.
The centre should have environmental
sustainability front of mind – from how
the precinct is designed, to what materials
it is constructed from and how the place
can facilitate the development of a
resilient community.
Considering the future climate of Canberra,
the centre should be built to provide
comfortable spaces, usable in all seasons.

Download the Whitlam
Local Centre Place Brief at
yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/
whitlam-local-centre
Developers are encouraged to consider
the findings in the Place Brief as part of
their submissions.

The SLA is taking a people-first approach
and applying placemaking across its
development program.
The SLA has undertaken extensive
consultation with the future local
community for the Whitlam Local Centre.
In developing the Whitlam Local Centre
Place Brief, the following place themes
have emerged:
• Discovery – to be inspired, stimulated
and entertained
• Safety – to feel safe and contribute
to the safety of the broader community
• Wellbeing – to have access to an
environment that promotes physical,
social and mental wellbeing
• Connection to nature – to retain that
natural and/or inherent character of
Whitlam and the Molonglo Valley and
enhance green pockets
• Diversity – to express our unique selves
as our interests, ages, abilities and the
seasons change
• A free community destination –
to feel welcomed and included in
your community.
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How
to get
involved
Contact our sales agents
Wayne Harriden
wayne.harriden@independent.com.au
0418 625 414

Cassandra Cumberland
cassandra.cumberland@independent.com.au
0412 815 463

To view the tender documents
go to the Tenders ACT website:
tenders.act.gov.au

Stage One
Open date: 21 June 2022
Close date: 16 August 2022
Online Industry Briefing
Thursday 14 July 2022
To register for this briefing
or for more information go to
suburbanland.act.gov.au/whitlam/
commercial-land-for-sale
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