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This is a preliminary submission by the Kingston and Barton Residents Group (KBRG) on the
development proposal for the Kingston Arts Precinct (KAP) based on the printed information and
briefings by Geocon's architect, particularly at the Fitters Workshop Kingston on Monday 19
August. KBRG advised all its members by email on 11 August about progress on this project and
opportunities to view and comment on it. The comments below are from members of the KBRG
Committee and others who attended the meeting on 19 August. They are not necessarily representative
of the views of the broader community and may be subject to further discussion at the joint
ISCCC/KBRG workshop currently scheduled for 21 September.
We note with appreciation Geocon's announced intentions to provide a long pre-DA period for
community consultation and their commitment to take account of community views, and to report back
on their responses to those views, in the development of their master plan for the precinct.
As a broad initial comment, KBRG is very disappointed with the draft development
scheme for the KAP as presented to members of the community on Monday 20
August. The previous plans for this precinct, made with significant input from the local
and arts communities, ie. the 2014 ACT Government Master Plan and the artsACT/
Stewart Architecture "Option 1 Arrangement (Preferred Option)", are much to be
preferred. Geocon's architect did acknowledge Colin Stewart (regrettably recently
deceased) as the architect/ planner responsible for the planning of the Kingston
Foreshore, but that appeared to be the extent of his interest in the Stewart Architecture
Plan for the KAP.
KBRG believes the aspects of the 2014 plans of particular significance to the community
are:
1. New buildings well set back from the northeast and southwest faces of the principal
heritage feature of the precinct, the Power House the Stewart Architecture scheme
has a 30 metre wide 'street' to its NE and the SW face is open to Wentworth Avenue,
with landscaping and surface carparking.
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