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Annexure 1 – Urban Design Planning Principles 

 

 

URBAN DESIGN PLANNING PRINCIPLES 

(Consolidated Masterplan 2011, KAP 2015, Traffic/Parking 2015,  

Draft Technical Amendment Kingston Precinct Code 2015)  

 

OPEN SPACE 

Aims: 

1. Include adequate open space to encourage people to visit and provide a place to recreate for all age groups 

2. Create an attractive public domain - create external public spaces that are well integrated with internal spaces  

3. Public spaces should have a strong connection to the green spaces  

4. Open spaces along the main pedestrian patterns to provide activities including: general retail, tourist, 

entertainment, arts uses  

Design Criteria:  

1. Public domain external public space that is well integrated with internal spaces to be the feature of any proposal 

2. Open space design and orientation shall have regard to environmental considerations including prevailing winds, 

sunlight, and microclimate.  

3. Landscaping and public domain finishing to ensure consistency with the Kingston Foreshore open space 

requirements as outlined in the Attachment 2.6 - Kingston Section 49 Landscape Framework. 

 

RESIDENTIAL 

Aims: 

1. Residential development to be appropriately located in the precinct to minimise any potential conflicts between 

precinct land-use.  
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Design Criteria:  

1. Residential units to be appropriately located at the periphery of the area and have regard to the location of non-

residential land uses to minimise potential land use conflict 

 

NON-

RESIDENTIAL 

FLOOR SPACE 

Aims: 

1. Activate the precinct– an inviting destination night and day that appeals to a wide cross-section of the community 

2. Ground floor space to be used to create an active precinct and located along the major pedestrian movement 

routes 

3. Provide a diversity of activities - a mix of community and non-residential spaces 

4. Develop an arts hub as the basis for a vibrant and creative precinct 

Design Criteria:  

1. Accommodate approximately 22,000m² of GFA non-residential space (in addition to requirements of artsACT 

Functional Brief) which shall be provided throughout the development. This is to activate the precinct during 

business hours by providing employment within the Foreshore. 

2. Retail/ground floor space to be suitably located in the precinct to meet Aim 2 of this design criterion. 

3. Arts organisations will require floor area in office, exhibition, retail, workshop, training, meeting circulation and 

servicing type spaces.  These requirements are detailed in Attachment 2.2 artsACT Functional Brief. While it is 

preferred for these spaces to be located in one building, one or more buildings may be used to house these spaces. 

These spaces must be arranged closely together to generate a hub of activity.  
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CARPARKING 

Aims: 

1. Provide sufficient parking - maximise opportunities for shared use 

2. Carparking shall be readily accessible and enable traffic movement and flow that minimises pedestrian, cycling and 

vehicle conflict  

3. To provide parking in a number of ways, including, but not limited to:  

(a) On-street  

(b) At-grade parking  

(c) Basement parking underneath proposed developments within appropriate and accessible areas of the precinct 

Design Criteria:  

1. Provide 500 carspaces in the precinct that are publicly available during weekdays.  

2. Provide 800 carspaces in the precinct that are publicly available during weekends in addition to the car parking 

required to meet the new onsite uses during weekend operational hours. 

3. Avoid 90 degree parking in shared use zones to encourage pedestrian permeability and safety in the shared space. 

Note: Any reduction in the ultimate car parking requirements would only be considered on an evidence-based 

demand assessment in consultation with Environment and Planning Directorate. 

 

HERITAGE 

Aims: 

1. Retain the heritage of the place - respect and reinforce the significant heritage of the area including the built form, 

the spaces between and the social history of the area 

2. Buildings, elements and fabric of primary significance should be retained and conserved 

3. New uses that have regard for significant fabric and values are encouraged 

4. Industrial character of the area should be maintained 
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Design Criteria:  

1. Satisfy Heritage Strategy parameters for the master plan 

2. The primary curtilage area surrounding the Power House and the Fitters Workshop should be retained as open 

space in order to appreciate the architectural and planning relationship between the two buildings  

3. Where new development is proposed within the secondary heritage curtilage, the siting, massing and height of new 

built form should demonstrate a sensitive approach to buildings and elements of primary significance. 

4. An arts hub that consists of purpose-built buildings and adaptive re-use of heritage buildings. 

 

BUILDING 

HEIGHT 

Aims: 

1. Respect the height of the heritage buildings   

2. Ensure that new development does not dominate or screen the Power House 

Design Criteria:  

The following Rules and Criteria are incorporated within Proposed Technical Amendment – Kingston Precinct Code July 

2015: 

1. For buildings located between 15m and 30m to the north-west of the Power House, between 20m and 30m to the 

north-east of the Power House, and between 15m and 30m to the south-east of the Fitters Workshop: The 

maximum height of buildings is RL573 provided that buildings also achieve all of the following: 

(a) demonstrate a sensitive design approach to the Power House and/or Fitters Workshop; 

(b) consistent with the desired character such as adding visual interest to the built form, appropriately framing 

major public spaces, marking important corners or transition points, or screening unsightly elements from the 

public domain; 

(c) they do not significantly impact on the landscape of the area;  
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(d) they do not detract or compromise views and vistas to the Power House; and 

(e) retain significant visual links between the Power House building and East Basin, the roofline of development is 

punctuated to frame and emphasise the views of the Power House building. 

2. For all other buildings within Section 49 the maximum height of building is RL573.  Buildings may exceed RL573 

provided they comply with all of the following: 

(a) the overall maximum height of building does not exceed RL578m 

(b) achieve urban design objectives such as adding visual interest to the built form, appropriately framing major 

public spaces, marking important corners or transition points, or screening unsightly elements from the public 

domain; 

(c) they do not significantly impact on the landscape of the area; 

(d) they do not detract or compromise views and vistas to the Power House; 

(e) the roofline of development is punctuated to frame and emphasise the views of the Power House building to 

retain significant visual links between the Power House building and East Basin; 

(f) demonstrate a sensitive design approach to the Power House and/or Fitters Workshop. 

 

BUILDING 

DESIGN 

Aims: 

1. Respect the height of the heritage buildings   

2. Building Design shall meet the requirements of Proposed Technical Amendment – Kingston Precinct Code July 

2015. 
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Design Criteria:  

For sites with frontages to “major visual links” development shall include design outcomes that achieve all of the following: 

1. All glazing must be of clear glass with no frosting or other opaque materials 

2. All commercial tenancies shall have a direct entry point from the main public pedestrian thoroughfare 

3. Internal ground floor levels must be the same level as the finished ground level of the adjacent public areas. 

4. Buildings with frontage to roads to have entry points facing the road  

5. Building entries to face onto main public areas, such as the quadrangle 

6. Service points (waste, deliveries, plant access) to be located generally away from building entry points 

 

VIEWS 

Aims: 

1. Retain available views - retain local views of the heritage buildings and views to and from the lake and Wentworth 

Avenue. 

Design Criteria:  

1. Retain local views of the heritage buildings  

2. Retain views to and from the lake and Wentworth Avenue 

3. Where the Proposed Technical Amendment – Kingston Precinct Code July 2015 requires “major visual links” and 

“pedestrian connections” the “major visual links” and “pedestrian connections” are to remain unenclosed and 

publicly accessible at all times. 

4. Buildings adjacent to identified “major visual links” and “pedestrian connection” shall predominate glazing at the 

ground floor along the length of the “major visual links” and/or “pedestrian connection”; and access to ground floor 

commercial tenancies adjoining the “major visual links” and/or “pedestrian connection” is to be provided directly 

from the pedestrian connection. 
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5. Buildings adjacent to identified “major visual links” and “pedestrian connection” shall achieve all of the following: 

 (a) reasonable public access; 

 (b) views into and out of adjoining commercial premises; 

 (c) clearly identifiable entrances; and 

 (d) minimise distances between opposing entrances or pedestrian connections. 

 

CONNECTIVITY 

Aims: 

1. Ensure connectivity with surrounding areas  

2. Discourage through traffic to minimise the need for external traffic to enter the area 

Design Criteria:  

1. Open spaces along the main pedestrian patterns to encourage social gathering, noted as main gathering spaces 

2.  These spaces should provide a range of different activities to create points of interest 

3. A laneway/walkway, publicly accessible at all times with a minimum width of 6m and aligned with the existing 

walkway located within Section 63  

 


