
8

G
EN

ER
AT

E 
YO

U
R

 O
W

N
 E

LE
CT

R
IC

IT
Y

GENERATE YOUR OWN ELECTRICITY
Solar photovoltaic (PV) is a technology that converts sunlight (solar radiation) into electricity using 
semiconductors. Solar PV systems enable you to generate your own electricity, helping to reduce 
your energy bills. 

The reduction in energy bills will vary from home to home depending on your energy consumption 
and the size of your solar PV system. You will see a bigger reduction in your energy bills if you are 
using the electricity that you are generating from your solar PV system, rather than exporting it to 
the electricity grid. 

You must install a solar PV system with a minimum total rated power output of 5 kilowatts (kW) 
on the roof of the dwelling.

Designing your roof
In the ACT, solar PV panels generate the most energy 
throughout the year when they are:

 � Facing north (or closest to), and 

 � Not overshadowed by buildings or other structures.

ENERGY REBATE REQUIREMENT: Install a rooftop solar PV system with a minimum rated power 
output of 5 kW with a CEC approved grid-connected inverter. If facing the street, the solar PV 
system should be flush with the roof.

You must provide the following information:

1. Documentary evidence of the system installed
2. Total rated output of the system
3. Electrician details including:

 � Electrician name or trading name

 � ACT licence details

 � CEC accreditation details
4. A photo of the installed system

When designing your home, you will need to consider the roof orientation, pitch and available space 
for the solar PV system so it is able to receive solar radiation and generate electricity. 

When your solar PV system faces the street, you will need to consider the visual impact on the 
streetscape by installing the system flush on the roof. Doing this will also save you money by 
avoiding additional costs of mounting systems. 

Choosing your system
The solar PV system must be sourced from a Clean Energy Council (CEC) Approved Solar Retailer.  
To find approved retailers in the ACT: Search in your browser for ‘Clean Energy Council Approved 
Solar Retailer’.

Check licensing and accreditation
All equipment must be installed, commissioned, tested and certified by an ACT licensed 
tradesperson. They must also be a CEC accredited installer. To find accredited installers in the ACT 
search in your browser for ‘Clean Energy Council Accredited Solar Installer’.

Remember, if you connect your home to the gas network, you will not be eligible for the 
Energy Rebate.
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