
Buyer Incentive Rebate Guidelines 

The following Guidelines provide advice about Buyer Incentive Rebates in the event that the 
purchaser sells the land to another party. 

The Suburban Land Agency offers Buyer Incentive Rebates for landscaping works, installation of
energy efficient heating and/or cooling systems and installation of solar water heaters (collectively 
referred to as ‘Rebates’) to parties who purchased land from the Suburban Land Agency.

In some situations the purchaser of land that was subject to Rebates (the ‘Buyer’) may sell the land to 
another party (the ‘First Occupier’) before the Rebates have been granted, and the First Occupier 
then applies for the Rebates.   

While the Suburban Land Agency is not obliged to pay Rebates to anyone other than the Buyer, the
Suburban Land Agency may decide to pay Rebates in some circumstances where the Buyer has on
sold the land to the First Occupier.   

These matters will be considered on a case by case basis by Suburban Land Agency, however in order
to be considered Rebates to the First Occupier, the original contract between Suburban Land Agency
and the Buyer has to be varied.  This is a time consuming process that requires efforts on the part of 
the Suburban Land Agency, the Buyer and the First Occupier.

If you are considering purchasing land that may be subject to unclaimed Rebates, Suburban Land 
Agency strongly encourages you to contact Suburban Land Agency prior to exchange of contracts to
confirm whether you will still be eligible to claim the Rebates.   

If the Suburban Land Agency determines that you are eligible to claim the Rebates you will need to
enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Suburban Land Agency and the Buyer to vary their original
contract and allow the Rebates to be paid to you.  There are a number of steps you will need to 
manage: 

Statutory Declarations 

 You would need to provide the Suburban Land Agency with two statutory declarations, one 

from yourself and one from the Buyer

 Your statutory declaration must state that you are the registered owner of the land, that you 
have met the mandatory requirements of the Housing Development Guide and that you have 
undertaken the necessary works to qualify for the Rebates. 
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 The Buyer’s statutory declaration must state that the Buyer has sold the land to you, that

they authorise the payment of the Rebates to be made to you and that they will not make

any further claims in respect of the Rebates.

Evidence of compliance with Rebates offer 

 You would also need to provide the Suburban Land Agency with evidence that you have

complied with the relevant requirements for each of the Rebates that you are trying to claim.

 The requirements for each of the Rebates are as follows:

o Solar Water Heater rebate – evidence that you have installed, no later than two

months after the Certificate of Occupancy has been issued for the dwelling, a solar

water heater in the dwelling in accordance with the Housing Development Guide.

o Landscape rebate – evidence that you have landscaped your front yard in accordance

with a landscape plan endorsed by Suburban Land Agency, no later than 2 months

after the Certificate of Occupancy has been issued for the dwelling.

o Compliant Systems rebate – evidence that you have installed, no later than two

months after the Certificate of Occupancy has been issued for the dwelling, heating

and/or cooling systems with a minimum 4.5 star approved energy label issued under

the Minimum Energy Performance Standards scheme.

Should you have any questions about the process or the above requirements, or to find out 

whether you may be eligible to claim the Rebates, please contact: 

Suburban Land Agency
GPO Box 158, Canberra City ACT 2601 

Phone: (02) 6205 0600 

Email: suburbanland@act.gov.au 
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