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Welcome to the LDA Molonglo Valley Mingle newsletter!  Register to receive electronic newsletters and 
event invitations online at www.lda.act.gov.au.molonglo/mingle

An initiative of the Land Development Agency (LDA)

The Land Development Agency (LDA) has partnered with 
Communities@Work to deliver the Mingle program for Molonglo Valley 
and Karen Jesson will be the Mingle Community Development Offi  cer. 
Karen has worked with Communities@Work for seven years as Senior 
Project Offi  cer, Community Development. Karen has developed and 
implemented a broad range of key community initiatives across Canberra.

Some of you may have met Karen at recent Mingle events including the 
Barrer Hill tree planting and Brumbies Skills and Drills events. For those 
who are keen to get involved with the community and share your ideas, 
Karen will soon be organising coff ee catch ups to bring residents together 
to meet and chat. Until this time please feel to contact Karen directly – 
phone 6126 9001 or email karen.jesson@commsatwork.org

NEW MINGLE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

The LDA is off ering you 
the opportunity to share 
your ideas for community 
events and activities and 
the chance to win an iPad 
Mini! The online survey takes 
approximately 10 minutes 
and will be open from Friday 25 July to Sunday 10 August 2014.

All current and future residents of Molonglo Valley are 
encouraged to participate. Your input will help shape the 
Molonglo Valley Mingle program and the community as it grows.

Access the survey from 5pm 25 July 2014 at:
www.lda.act.gov.au/molonglo/wright-and-coombs-events 
We look forward to hearing from you!

MINGLE 
COMMUNITY 
SURVEY – WIN 
AN IPAD MINI!
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On Saturday 26 July 2014 our friendly 
Communities@Work volunteers will 
visit current residents to distribute 
free Molonglo Valley Welcome Packs 
which include useful information 
about the area, and to invite you to 
take part in the online Mingle survey 
as mentioned to the left.

If you are not home the Welcome 
Pack will be left by your front door.

MOLONGLO VALLEY WELCOME PACKS

The fi nal stage of landscape construction in Wright will commence in July 
2014 and is expected to be completed within 12 months. When fi nished 
all the open spaces in Wright will be ready for the enjoyment of residents 
and visitors, including a terrifi c range of play and exercise equipment. 
Plans and artist impressions are available on the LDA website:
www.lda.act.gov.au/molonglo/parks-and-landscaping

WRIGHT LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Photo: Brumbies Skills & Drills event - (left to right) Karen Jesson 
(Mingle), David Pocock (Brumbies) and Sue Galea (Communities@Work)



Disclaimer: The Land Development Agency (LDA) makes no 
warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of  information 
in this publication and recommends obtaining independent 
fi nancial, legal and accounting advice  before considering 
purchasing land or making an off er to purchase land. Printed on 
100% recycled, carbon neutral, Australian-made paper
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The Molonglo Valley Mingle 
Facebook page is a great way 
for residents to keep up with 
the latest Molonglo Valley 
Mingle news and events. 

MOLONGLO VALLEY MINGLE 
FACEBOOK PAGE IS LIVE

On Wednesday 16 April 2014 the 
Brumbies Skills and Drills event was 
held in Wright. The sun was shining 
for the residents, families and friends 
who enjoyed activities such as face 
painting, Easter craft activities, 
and Skills and Drills with Brumbies. 
David Pocock was on hand to sign 
autographs and take photos with fans. 
Thanks to Sunrise Rotary Club and 
Cooleman Court for their support.

RECENT COMMUNITY EVENTS

For residents with a green thumb, Holder Community Garden off ers 
a convenient and supportive environment for ‘urban gardeners’ to 
grow fl owers, vegetables and fruit for home consumption.

The Holder garden is just a few hundred metres from Wright (corner 
of Streeton Dr and Cotter Rd - accessed from Dixon Dr) and is one 
of 12 ACT gardens run under the auspices of the Canberra Organic 
Growers Society Inc (COGS).

For anyone interested there are a limited number of available 
plots (from 18sqm to 45sqm). Plot holders pay an annual COGS 
membership fee ($30 plus $5 joining fee) and an annual plot fee 
($2.30/sqm) which covers water and insurance. For more information, 
or to apply to join the garden, see www.cogs.asn.au

HOLDER COMMUNITY GARDEN

INSTAGRAM COMING SOON
#LDACANBERRA

BRUMBIES SKILLS AND DRILLS

On Sunday 18 May 2014 a community 
tree planting was hosted by the LDA, 
Greening Australia and Territory 
and Municipal Services at Barrer 
Hill overlooking Molonglo Valley. 
Over 500 native tree seedlings were 
planted to replace the exotic pines 
including Peppermint Gums, Snow 
Gums and Red Stemmed Wattle that 
will eventually become home to the 
protected Pink-tailed Worm-lizard and 
the many woodland birds in the area.

COMMUNITY TREE PLANTING

Terry Connolly Street in Coombs 
was offi  cially opened on 28 
May 2014 by Attorney-General 
Simon Corbell, along with Justice 
Connolly’s wife, Dr Helen Watchirs, 
and her two daughters Lara and 
Maddy (pictured). The naming acknowledges the contributions to 
Canberra of late ACT Supreme Court Judge Terry Connolly, known to 
many as a champion of social justice and human rights.

Justice Connolly became a Labor member of the ACT Legislative 
Assembly in 1990 and served as ACT Attorney-General from 1991 to 
1995. In 1996 Justice Connolly became Master of the Supreme Court 
and was appointed as a Judge of the ACT Supreme Court in 2003. The 
road’s proximity to open spaces and bike paths refl ects Terry’s love of 
nature, the outdoors and cycling.

COOMBS STREET 
HONOURS 
JUSTICE TERRY 
CONNOLLY

What does living near the Molonglo River mean to you? The 
Molonglo Valley is shaping up as a great place to live with the river 
landscape set to provide many opportunities to enjoy the outdoors 
and the diversity of nature. Research being conducted by ANU 
researcher Kathy Eyles is exploring how people value living near 
nature reserves.

Using the Molonglo River Park as a case study, residents who are 
interested in participating will be interviewed by Kathy about their 
decision to live in the new suburbs adjoining the river. The research 
will assist in understanding community values and the design of 
programs tailored to local needs and interests. Please email Kathy for 
more information: kathy.eyles@anu.edu.au

SEEKING RESIDENTS FOR SOCIAL 
RESEARCH


