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Hello, 
Welcome to 2017! We hope everyone has 
had a safe and enjoyable summer break 
and is feeling settled into what promises to 
be a great year.
By now most Molonglo Valley residents know about Mingle; the LDA’s community 

development program with a mission to 
build an inclusive, supportive, and vibrant 
community across Wright and Coombs.We’re aiming to increase collaboration in 

2017 so please get in touch if you have any 
ideas for community events or activities.The Mingle Team
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RESIDENT’S IDEAS SESSION - 
ENCOURAGING BEGINNING 
TO THE YEAR

Residents of Wright and Coombs came together on 
2 February and shared some great ideas for potential 
community activities for 2017. The ideas collected 
from the session will feed into the Mingle program and 
into the work of the Molonglo Valley Residents Group.

The residents group supports the Molonglo 
community through discussing local issues and 
organising community activities. This group is 
supported by the Community Development Officer 
and the LDA. 

We’re currently running a survey to work out the best 
frequency, day, and time for the group’s meetings. 
If you’re interested in joining please provide your 
preferences at www.surveymonkey.com/r/MVRAG-
meetings-2017

The first meeting of 2017 will be Thursday 16 March at 
Charles Weston School from 7pm to 9pm. All residents 
are invited and encouraged to come along to catch up 
for a cuppa, talk about ideas and meet others in your 
community. We hope to see you there!

upcoming Mingle events!

Residents Advisory Group Meeting 

See page 2 for more information
16 March

Easter Egg Hunt 

See page 2 for more information
12 April

Community Information Session 

See page 2 for more information
11 May
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More information on events and activities can be 

found online at www.molonglovalley.com.au and 

www.facebook.com/molonglovalleymingle
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STROMLO COTTAGE REFURBISHMENT
Check out these before and after shots showing some of the progress that has been made on the 
refurbishments at Stromlo Cottage:

BEFORE

AFTER

The project to restore the heritage listed former Sewer Attendant’s Cottage at the south eastern corner of Coombs 
has delivered positive employment outcomes for participants in the Commonwealth Government’s Work for the 
Dole program. The project was setup as a Live Training Site for the program, with the work undertaken and the skills 
gained by the participants being a major influence in many of them finding employment.

The bulk of material used by the participants for the restoration of the landscaping was salvaged directly from the site 
and re-used.Items of heritage significance such as original gates, fence posts and bric-a -brac found in sheds have been 
restored and re-used. Two thousand old Canberra red bricks were donated which were cleaned, by hand, and reused for 
paving on site. There is still quite a bit of work to do, but the property is on track for a 2017 opening to be used as a facility 
for the Molonglo Valley community (facilitated by the Mingle program) – stay tuned.



NEIGHBOUR DAY IS COMING UP!
Do you remember Neighbour Day in Molonglo Valley 
last year? What about 2015? These were great events 
that helped residents of Molonglo Valley grow their 
understanding of their community and build better 
relationships with each other.

Neighbour Day is Australia’s annual celebration of 
community, encouraging people to connect with 
those who live in their neighbourhood. We encourage 
you to organise or join a Neighbour Day event in 
Molonglo Valley for 2017. Neighbour Day is Sunday 26 
March, so there’s still time to plan a small event where 
you can meet some more of the locals.

The Neighbour Day website has resources to help 
people run successful events, and you can register 
your event so it’s easy for Molonglo Valley residents 
to find something on near them on the day. Check out 
www.neighbourday.org for more information.

EDGEWORTH PARADE 
PLAYGROUND, COOMBS 
The LDA is committed to working with the local 
communities and providing high quality infrastructure 
in our residential estates.

The Coombs Estate Development Planning process was 
finalised in early 2012 and determined a playground to 
be located on Edgeworth Parade, Coombs. 

A design for the playground is currently at the 
preliminary phase, which informs design constraints 
and opportunities.

The draft design will be presented to the community 
for feedback.
More information will be available soon and will be 
communicated to residents. Please keep your eye out 
for more information on the website, Facebook page 
and newsletter.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
• Several shade structures are planned to be installed 

over select play structures in Wright and Coombs 
in 2017. Specific locations will be advised in the 
coming months.

• An additional piece of fitness equipment – a multi-use 
chin-up bar – will be installed in Wright in the coming 
months. It will be located along the pedestrian path 
adjacent Philip Hodgins Street and Uriarra Road.

• A new pedestrian path network around Coombs 
Pond and playground adjacent to Edgeworth 
Parade are currently being designed. Construction 
is likely to commence in the second quarter of 2017. 
Once construction dates are firmed up the LDA will 
notify residents of path and road closures. The LDA 
will also be undertaking community consultation 
around the designs of the playground and facilities.
More details to follow.

• Works are progressing on the North Wright and North 
Coombs developments. North Wright will include over 
280 dwellings and a site for a non-Government school 
and North Coombs will include over 400 dwellings.

• The LDA will soon be awarding the engineering and 
planning consultancy contracts for the new suburb of 
Whitlam which will comprise of approximately 2,100 
dwellings with a mix of densities, a community-zoned 
site and sites for commercial-use and a local centre.
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FIX MY STREET
Fix My Street is an online reporting facility providing 
direct contact with ACT Government agencies.

Residents can submit feedback and service requests 
relating to a variety of issues in your area online at 
www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/forms/
fixmystreet

For urgent safety issues please ring Access Canberra 
on 13 22 81.

STAY INFORMED

Keep informed about Mingle activities, 
events, and other updates.

 www.molonglovalley.com.au

 www.facebook.com/MolongloValleyMingle

 mingle@act.gov.au

In addition, a Facebook page has been developed 
for residents by residents, to find out more visit 
www.facebook.com/MolongloValleyResidents

DID YOU KNOW?
If you look at Molonglo Valley on Google Maps, you 
can see some photo spheres that fellow residents 
have uploaded. They show off some of the beautiful 
landscape around the Molonglo Valley, so try dragging 
the little ‘Street View Man’ onto a blue circle and check 
out a photo sphere!

COMMUNITY BUILDING FULL SAIL 
IN COOMBS POND
The inaugural Boxing Day Regatta took place at the Coombs Pond on 
26 December 2016 and was well attended by families and other residents 
of Molonglo Valley. The brainchild of Molonglo Valley resident Richard 
Allan, the driving idea behind the Regatta was to engage his son and other 
children and families from the community in a low-cost adventure.

Richard’s son and his mates’ boats were made resourcefully, as they 
collected and repurposed waste materials from around Coombs and 
Wright. It was great to see how many other families joined the activities 
and entered boats they made, including some stand-out creative designs 
such as the flamingos and one with a black sail.

The Boxing Day Regatta shows the benefit to community by putting ideas 
into action. It was a great afternoon, and many stayed around after the 
race to enjoy refreshments and the sunset. Events like this are achievable 
and strengthen community connections. Richard’s son and his mates 
helped to promote the Boxing Day Regatta by distributing flyers, and his 
parents, friends, and neighbours helped get boats and folding chairs to 
the pond on the day. Thanks Richard and all involved for a great event.

If you have an idea for a community event and want some encouragement 
or support, contact Community Development Officer Karen Jesson at 
mingle@commsatwork.org or on 0405 154 874. Richard plans to put on 
another Regatta this year, so start thinking of your boat designs!


