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MOLONGLO VALLEY
GIVING INITIATIVE
Check out your amazing generosity! Over the past few
months the Molonglo Valley community has donated
over 400 non-perishable items.
These items have been passed on to St Vincent de Paul
from the Molonglo Valley Community and will be given
to Canberrans in need.
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION NIGHT
The Community Information night was held on
Thursday 17 November 2016. A number of guest
speakers provided updates and for the first time we
live streamed the event on Facebook. The videos
are available to view on the LDA website, simply visit
www.lda.act.gov.au/molonglo/mv-communityinfo-night-videos

molonglo valley newsletter

The night concluded with our local choir giving us a real
taste of our local talent and a demonstration of our strong
sense of community.
The classic smell of an Australian BBQ and the sweet sound
of people singing was experienced by around 400 people
on the evening of 3 December. The second Molonglo Valley
Residents Carols by Candlelight was held at Charles Weston
School and was an excellent showcase of the various
groups within our local community.
The event began with the Stromlo High School band, which
put on a quality performance, and was great to have at the
event to represent the feeder high school for the Molonglo
Valley. This was followed by Charles Weston School’s
choir, where the students sang so well, filling the venue
with their voices.
Stromlo Christian Church performed again this year
with a mix of carols and puppets, including our favourite
character in the bin, ‘Grunch’, who returned for a second
year. We then had a surprise visit from Santa, arriving on a
fire truck, thanks to the Rivers Volunteer Bushfire Brigade.

We also had the privilege of hosting some market stalls for
local businesses and the officer-in-charge of Woden Police
with his unmarked police car. We specifically invited local
groups to participate in the carols event as our aim was to
facilitate the building of a strong community.
Every group or individual invited to the event had a strong
connection to our local community. Volunteers who helped
out in the carols can testify that they got to know their
neighbours better by being involved.
Being held in the school grounds, families were able
to relax as their kids ran from the playground to the
basketball court, to the puppet show, to the Rivers
Volunteer Bushfire Brigade activities, all within view.
The weather was perfect, and many people were
disappointed when it was time to go home.
Ben English
Molonglo Valley Resident

GET INVOLVED AND HAVE YOUR SAY
The Residents Advisory Group is coming together on Thursday 2 February from
7pm-9pm to chat about ideas and potential community activities for 2017.
Come along to share your ideas/thoughts and to meet and connect with other
members of your community. If you aren’t able to attend but would still like to
share your ideas please contact Mingle Community Development Officer Karen
Jesson at mingle@commsatwork.org
More details will be available on the Mingle Facebook page and website soon.
STROMLO POOL
The design will soon begin on the new 50 metre pool to be built at Stromlo
Forest Park. You’re invited to have your say on what features should be
considered for the expansion of this new community facility.
The consultation period is open until 25 January 2017. For more information
visit www.yoursay.act.gov.au/your-say-stromlo-pool.

THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE NAMES
WRIGHT AND COOMBS
Thank you to Marilyn Chalkley, a Molonglo Valley
resident, who has recently shared the story below:

MOW YOUR VERGE
At this time of year the grass and weeds grow
quickly so don’t forget you are responsible for the
maintenance of the verge (or ‘nature strip’) in front of
your house between the footpath and the road.
Including the verge in your regular mow will ensure
our community is at its best and safest all year round!
If you want to enhance your verge with plants or
landscaping, find out how to get approval at
www.tams.act.gov.au/city-services/public_land_
use#naturestrips

A MESSAGE FROM THE
MOLONGLO VALLEY RESIDENTS
ADVISORY GROUP (MVRAG)
The MVRAG’s aim is to build a strong community in
the Molonglo Valley area. A strong community is a safe
community, built by residents getting to know each other,
rely on each other and help each other out. Everyone in
the community has something they can contribute to
make our community a great one.
While it can be difficult to know where to start when
building a community, a group of local residents are
committed to meeting together to get to know each other
and work out what more we can do for our community.
We also have a Facebook page and aim to run various
events during the year to help people make connections
with each other. Some things the MVRAG have been
involved in are the Book Box, which is located outside the
school, the Photography Walk with Phil Staines, the Eid
Festival, and Carols by Candlelight.
If you would like to join the MVRAG, please contact
us via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Molonglovalleyresidents or email Karen Jesson at
mingle@commsatwork.org and she will make sure you
receive the meeting details.
Ben English
Molonglo Valley Resident

Judith Wright and Nugget Coombs were secret
lovers for 25 years, united by their passion for the
environment and the rights of Indigenous Australians.
Judith was one of the twentieth century’s great
poets, and an environmental activist, Nugget was an
outstanding and influential public servant, serving
and advising seven prime ministers over a 30-year
period, from John Curtin to Gough Whitlam.
Nugget was appointed the foundation governor
of the Reserve Bank and was the first chair of the
Australia Council.
Over 25 years the two wrote to each other several
times a week, but Judith burned many of Nugget’s
letters, worried they would be discovered. This poem,
called Violet Stick Insects, is thought to be about
their hidden relationship. Dr Hugh Saddler, a Wright
resident for two years, met them both and says they
were inspirational figures in their different ways.
What would they think of having two suburbs named
after them?
Any shadow might be a beak,
but as twig or leaf they are safe.
Yet he planes on a downward swing
unfolding a brilliant wing
a fearless violet flash
to centre that grey and green.
READ MORE ABOUT THEM HERE:
www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2009/
june/1274320360/fiona-capp/garden
www.hccoombscentre.gov.au/about-dr-hccoombs.html
www.judithwrightcentre.com/who-was-judith-wright
Judith Wright (c1973) and H.C. “Nugget” Coombs (1978). Source - ANU Archives

POP-UP CAFE
The pop-up cafe is currently on hold. We are
looking into a few different ways this might work in
2017. We’ll keep you posted.

FIX MY STREET
Fix My Street is an online reporting facility providing
direct contact with ACT Government agencies.
Residents can submit feedback and service requests
relating to a variety of issues in your area online at
www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/forms/
fixmystreet
For urgent safety issues please ring Access Canberra
on 13 22 81.

FIRE SEASON SAFETY
With the hot weather upon us, the LDA would like to
remind Molonglo Valley residents to take the threat of
bushfire seriously.
Your preparation for bushfire season should
include the creation of a Bushfire Survival Plan
and maintaining your property. A range of helpful
downloads, hints and tips are available from the ESA
website, visit www.esa.act.gov.au/bushfireready

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
The designs are being developed for the park on
Edgeworth Parade in Coombs with construction due
to start in the first quarter of 2017. There will be people
mowing this area over the summer break, if there are any
urgent issues relating to this please contact the LDA after
hours on-call officer on 02 6205 4016.
A design is underway for the Coombs community
garden, with the garden anticipated to open in the first
half of 2017. Stay tuned for more details.

STAY INFORMED
Keep informed about Mingle activities,
events, and other updates.
www.molonglovalley.com.au

SHOP UPDATE
Following the Development Application (DA) approval
for the Coombs Local Shops works have commenced
onsite. The LDA will continue to liaise with key
stakeholders to provide updates in the new year.




www.facebook.com/MolongloValleyMingle
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In addition, a Facebook page has been developed
for residents by residents, to find out more visit
www.facebook.com/MolongloValleyResidents
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