
John Gorton Drive sees 
more green!
The centre spine of Molonglo Valley has received a 
makeover. A total of 4.7 kilometres along John Gorton Drive 
has welcomed over 720 trees and 7,500 shrubs to make the 
Molonglo Valley gateway brighter and greener.

Capital Estate Developments contributed to the significant 
project and the works to the main drive took around 8 
months to complete. An improved planting methodology 
will also ensure that the trees have the best chance of 
developing to full maturity.

You will also see landscape improvements to slip lanes and 
around existing bus stops in Molonglo Valley. It’s all part 
of Suburban Land Agency’s work to enhance Wright and 
Coombs for the community.

“OVER 720 TREES AND 
7,500 SHRUBS...”
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Message from the Minister for Housing and 
Suburban Development

A flurry of activity is taking place in Molonglo Valley as Suburban 
Land Agency work to improve the community for you. With some 
of our newest Canberra suburbs growing, it’s great to see residents 
enjoying their surrounds as Molonglo Valley grows.

Stay up to date and visit suburbanland.act.gov.au

Yvette Berry MLA
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Improvements at North Coombs 
The pond at Coombs north is an important sustainable 
sanctuary for wildlife and surrounds. We’re excited that 
works are now complete. 

The works included a total of 1,500 truckloads of earth 
moved as part of this construction. The earthworks paved 
the way to construct a water quality control pond. This 
means the new pond has a stormwater structure and 
cleaning as well as maintenance is now easier. Sediment 
control for the nearby river corridor is now supported by 
this improvement.

Next time you are in the area, take a look at the 13,000 
new shrubs and wetland plantings around the pond.

The pathway adjacent to the pond has also been 
completed. The path now links from North Coombs to 
Denman Prospect. It’s a key recreation route along the 
Molonglo River corridor and created a vital active travel 
network in Molonglo Valley.

Are you a Whitlam resident?
Whether you are a current Whitlam resident or will be 
in the near future, join our Whitlam Mingle Facebook 
page. We work to connect residents and support you in 
your new community. Simply search ‘Whitlam Mingle’ 
on Facebook to find out more.

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians 
of the lands and waters where we live and work, and pay our 
respects to the elders past, present and future.

A new playground for Coombs
We’re bringing a new playground to Coombs and we’ve 
ensured it caters for everyone locally.

Back in 2018 the Suburban Land Agency conducted 
extensive community consultation for the project 
planned at Holdens Creek Pond. Construction is well 
underway and we expect completion in spring this year.

Have a look through the fence next time you are 
near Holdens Creek Pond. There are three hundred 
square metres of reinforced concrete pavement. But 
it’s no ordinary pavement – it features recycled glass 
aggregate that has been seeded into the surface to 
reveal a blue/green finish.

The play elements of the playground feature a mix of 
steel and recycled timber elements. This also includes 
natural sandstone blocks that are a big part of the 
varying levels in the space.

Overall we’ve moved 3,500m3 of earthworks to 
create the subgrade level. It will be exciting later this 
year when the local community can enjoy this space in 
the outdoors.

The Suburban Land Agency creates places to live and renews urban areas in Canberra. We support people, families and 
communities so that their lives in the community can flourish. Visit our website for more information at suburbanland.act.gov.au
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“...A WATER QUALITY 
CONTROL POND.”

Suburban Land Agency Display 
Village in Whitlam coming soon! 
Our Innovation Precinct will feature our Sales and 
Information Centre, the Mingle Community Space 
and showcase our award winning multi-generational 
demonstration housing and climate wise garden.

The SLA and our partner builders are excited to showcase 
industry-leading sustainable designs that will suit the 
diverse needs of aspiring home owners.

Find out more at suburbanland.act.gov.au/whitlam


