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Welcome to the fifth edition of Looking Forward, the community 
newsletter for people buying, building and living at Bonner.

THE FUTURE YOU’RE  
LOOKING FORWARD TO IS HERE!

LOOKING 
FORWARD
AT BONNER

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR SUBURB?

•	 Construction	of	the	Bonner	Local	Centre	has	commenced,	with	completion	
due	in	December	2011.	The	centre	will	feature	a	supermarket	and	liquor	
store	and	will	provide	an	additional	380m2	of	specialty	retail	space	which	
are	currently	for	lease.	The	local	centre	will	also	include	102	car	parks.

•	 During	the	2010-11	financial	year,	the	LDA	released	659	dwellings	sites	
to	the	market	across	the	various	stages	in	Bonner.	This	brings	the	total	
number	of	dwelling	sites	released	in	Bonner	to	2,201.	

•	 The	civil	construction	of	Stage	4	has	commenced	with	the	contract	
awarded	to	BMD	Construction.	Stage	4	comprises	252	dwellings	sites	and	
civil	construction	is	scheduled	to	be	complete	in	2013.

•	 The	landscaping	of	the	open	space	areas	in	Stage	2	is	underway	with	
the	contract	being	awarded	to	Pyramid	Contractors.	This	work	includes	
landscaping	the	open	space	areas	between	Sections	74	and	76	and	
Sections	82	and	85.

Construction of the Bonner  Local Shops



Did	you	know	that	during	2010	over	80	percent	
of	kitchen	fires	were	attributed	to	cooking	being	
left	unattended?	Don’t	stop	looking	while	you’re	
cooking!

Other	winter	safety	tips:

•	 Do	not	overload	your	clothes	dryer	and	clean	
the	lint	filter	after	every	use.

•	 Always	turn	electric	blankets	off	during	the	
day.

•	 Install	working	smoke	alarms	in	or	near	
bedrooms	or	where	people	sleep.

•	 Switch	off	unused	appliances	at	the	power	
point.

•	 Never	leave	burning	candles	or	any	open	flame	
unattended.	

For	more	information	and	winter	home	fire	safety	
tips	visit	www.firebrigade.act.gov.au

WINTER FIRE SAFETY                                                                                                                                           

GRASSLANDS

On	the	northern	side	of	Gundaroo	Road	is	an	area	of	
gentle	sloping	fields	leading	up	to	steep	hills.	These	
fields	contain	one	of	the	largest	remaining	areas	
of	Kangaroo	Grass	(Themeda	australis)	in	the	ACT	
which	are	of	high	scientific	and	ecological	value.	The	
walk	from	Gundaroo	Road	is	moderate	and	there	is	
a	track	to	follow.	

Towards	the	ridge	the	track	becomes	steeper,	but	if	
you	reach	the	end	you	will	be	rewarded	with		
sweeping	views	over	Gungahlin	and	into	NSW!

THE OLD SCHOOL SITE

Situated	some	50	metres	from	the	Muligans	Flat	
carpark	on	Amy	Ackman	Street,	Forde,	is	Mulligans	
Flat	Old	School	Site.	

Two	schools	were	once	here	–	the	first,	a	slab		
building	with	a	bark	roof,	was	built	in	1896.	This	
was	replaced	by	a	weatherproof	structure	with	a	
corrugated	iron	roof	in	1923.	

A	few	traces	of	the	foundations	are	all	that	remain	
of	the	buildings,	but	two	rows	of	pine	trees	and	a	
large	photinia	bush	remain	in	what	was	once	the	
school	yard.	

SHEARING SHED

Evidence	of	the	pastoral	history	of	Mulligans	Flat	
can	be	seen	in	the	shearing	shed	and	yards.	

Follow	the	trail	from	the	Mulligans	Flat	carpark	for	
approximately	1.3	kilometres.	It	is	a	small	shed	built	
of	timber	framework	and	corrugated	iron	cladding.	
The	holding	yards	and	loading	race	are	nearby.		The	
shed	was	built	during	the	1940s	and	was	used	up	
until	1994.

For	more	information	about	Mulligans	Flat	visit	the	
TAMS	website	at	www.tams.act.gov.au	

Although	Gungahlin	is	one	of	Canberra’s	latest	
development	areas,	it	has	a	long	European	and	
Aboriginal	history	dating	well	before	the	building	
of	Canberra,	and	a	geological	history	that	goes	back	
more	than	400	million	years.	

One	of	these	exciting	sites	is	Mulligans	Flat	Nature	
Reserve,	which	residents	of	Bonner	have	unique	
access	to.

Located	just	off	Amy	Ackman	Street,	Forde,		
Mulligans	Flat	is	an	area	covering	765	hectares	and	
is	made	up	of	grassland,	woodland	and	open	forest.	
Local	Legend	has	it	that	the	area	gets	its	name	from	
an	Irish	convict,	Mulligan,	who	was	living	in	the	area	
in	1841.

Mulligans	Flat	is	rich	with	history	and	has	an		
exciting	combination	of	habitat	areas,	as	well	as	
many	rare	and	unusual	plants	and	animals.		
Here	are	some	of	the	many	other	things	you	can	
explore	at	Mulligans	Flat:

YOUR COMMUNITY: 
MULLIGANS FLAT

Home	to	around	150	native	bird	species,	
Mulligans	Flat	is	often	regarded	as	one	
of	the	best	bird-watching	sites	in	the	
ACT.	The	reserve	is	home	for	woodland	
birds	such	as	the	Hooded	Robin,	Brown	
Treecreeper	and	the	Honeyeater.

Here	are	some	tips	for	bird-watching:

•	 Early	morning	is	the	best	time	for		
bird-watching.

•	 Carry	binoculars	and	a	field	guide.

•	 Wear	unobtrusive	clothes	and	move	
quietly.

•	 Keep	your	distance	from	nesting	birds.

TIPS FOR BIRD-WATCHING AT 
MULLIGANS FLATThe	LDA	takes	aerial	photography	of	Bonner	every	few	

months.	Visit	the	LDA	website	at	www.lda.act.gov.au	
to	see	how	far	Bonner	has	come	since	construction	first	
commenced	in	May	2008.	

BIRD’S EYE VIEW

Mulligans Flat School.  
National Library of Australia: Boland, Frank H. Public School Mulligan’s Flat, [1910s] nla.pic-an23694889.

Hooded RobinJune 2011

Bonner	has	been	awarded	the	UDIA	Award	for	
Affordable	Development	at	the	2011	NSW	Awards	
for	Excellence.	Bonner	was	also	a	finalist	in	three	
other	categories:	Government	Leadership	for	Urban	
Development;	Masterplanned	Development;	and	
NSW	Regions	and	ACT.

The	awards	recognise	the	very	best	in	urban	
development	in	NSW	and	ACT	and	highlight		
innovation,	sustainability	and	industry	leadership.

AWARD FINALIST



BONNER STREETS: BURNUM 
BURNUM CLOSE

Burnum Burnum was an Indigenous leader, 
sportsman, public servant and educator.

He was born at Wallaga Lakes on the South 
Coast of New South Wales and is of Woiworung 
and Yorta descent. Previously named Harry 
Penrith, Burnum Burnum took the name of his 
great-grandfather to better express his sense of 
Aboriginality.

During his school years he became a top 
scholar and sportsman. He was a member of 
Kempsey High School’s First XI cricket team 
and captained the school’s Rugby League First 
XIII. Burnum also joined South West Rocks 
Surf Lifesaving Club where he gained a bronze 
medallion in 1953. 

In the late 1960s, he left NSW to study law at 
the University of Tasmania. He won a Churchill 
Scholarship in 1975. While at the university he 
was involved in action to remove Truganini’s 
remains from the Hobart museum for reburial. 

After university he became the deputy general 
manager of Aboriginal Hostels Ltd. In 1981 he 
was appointed liaison officer with the NSW 
parliamentary select committee investigating 
land rights legislation. He stood twice for the 
Australian senate. 

Burnum is most remembered for travelling 
across the world from Australia in 1988, 
planting an Aboriginal flag on the white cliffs of 
Dover and claiming England for the Aboriginal 
people, with the declaration: “We wish no 
harm to England’s native people. We are here 
to bring you good manners, refinement and 
an opportunity to make a Koompartoo, a fresh 
start.” 

Even when not being used, many appliances use power if 
they are not switched off at the power point. This includes 
TVs, DVD and CD players, game consoles, computers, mobile 
phone chargers, washing machines and microwave ovens.

Switching off your appliances at the power point will save the 
energy used by appliances in standby mode and this could 
save $50 to $100 per year on your power bill!

For information and tips about saving energy in your home 
visit www.actsmart.act.gov.au 

SWITCH OFF!

If you would like more information on any of the topics in this edition of Looking Forward, please visit www.lda.act.gov.au or contact the LDA 
on 1800 777 952.

Disclaimer: The Land Development Agency (LDA) makes no warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and recommends obtaining independent legal, financial and 
accounting advice before considering purchasing or making an offer to purchase land. 

The LDA treats your right to privacy seriously and all personal information it collects is treated as confidential and is held in accordance with the requirements of the Privacy Act 1988.

Don’t forget to join the Mingle at Bonner database so you’re 
the first to hear about new resident programs, events, 
community working groups and more!

These fun filled activities provide a great opportunity for 
Bonner residents to get involved in their local community 
and learn about the resources available in Gungahlin, while 
connecting with their neighbours.

To find out more visit the Mingle website at  
www.mingle.act.gov.au 

MINGLE AT BONNER


