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Welcome to the fourth edition of Looking Forward, the community 
newsletter for people buying and building at Bonner.

Over the past few months the suburb has moved ahead in  
leaps and bounds including the upcoming release of over 200 new blocks 
and more new residents moving in, so there is lots of news to share.

THE FUTURE YOU’RE  
LOOKING FORWARD TO IS HERE!

LOOKING 
FORWARD
AT BONNER

MINGLE AT BONNER

BONNER RESIDENTS 
MIX AND MINGLE

Bonner’s Community Development Program, 
Mingle at Bonner, is an exciting initiative 
from the Land Development Agency (LDA) 
that helps build a vibrant community 
through activities such as new resident 
programs, family events and more!

These fun filled activities provide a great 
opportunity for Bonner residents to get involved in their local community and 
learn about the resources available in Gungahlin, while connecting with their 
neighbours.

To find out more or to join the Mingle at Bonner database visit the LDA website 
at www.lda.act.gov.au and click on the Mingle icon.

On Friday 1 April 2011 over 200 
Bonner residents came out 
to launch the LDA’s Mingle at 
Bonner program. 

At the event, residents were able 
to meet their new neighbours 
and enjoy a free sausage sizzle 
courtesy of the Lions Club of 
Gungahlin, while the kids were entertained by the Gecko Gang.

Grant Woodbridge from Parks and Conservation was on hand to talk about 
the nearby Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve, as was David Thornihill from the 
LDA’s Bonner project team, who answered questions the residents had about 
the suburb. The display homes at the Bonner Living Showcase were also open 
especially for the night.



If you would like more information on any of the topics in this edition of Looking Forward, please visit www.lda.act.gov.au or contact 
the LDA on 1800 777 952.
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Disclaimer: The Land Development Agency (LDA) makes no warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and recommends obtaining independent legal, 
financial and accounting advice before considering purchasing or making an offer to purchase land. 

The LDA treats your right to privacy seriously and all personal information it collects is treated as confidential and is held in accordance with the requirements of the Privacy Act 1988.

BONNER STREETS: BILL FERGUSON CIRCUIT
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The last stage of Bonner, 
Stage 4, was advertised 
to the public for sale by 
ballot recently.  

There are a total of 237 
blocks ranging in size 
from 407m2 to 882m2. 
The blocks will be 
snapped up by those 
successful in the ballot 
draw later this month. 

The ballot brought total 
releases in Bonner to sites 
for over 2,000 dwellings 
and shows how quickly 
Bonner is growing to 
meet the demand for 
new homes!

BONNER STAGE 4

Builders at the Bonner Living Showcase had this to 
say about the display village:

“We’re seeing a lot of couples and families come 
through on the weekends and the feedback has been 
very positive. People come in from the nearby areas 
and as far away as south Canberra, so the village is 
obviously a resource that everyone is using.”  Moanna 
McCloskey, SM Precision Building

“All sorts of people are coming through to see what’s 
on offer here - we’re seeing a lot of first homebuyers as 
well as people changing up to bigger homes and also 
changing down.” Peter Hawke, Gracious Living

You can find the Bonner Living Showcase on the 
Corner of William Cooper Avenue and Muriel 
Stewart Circuit in Bonner. For opening hours visit 
www.bonnerlivingshowcase.com.au

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT 
BONNER LIVING SHOWCASE

Bonner locals would have noticed the 
beautiful green sight of the newly laid 
turf on the Bonner neighbourhood oval. 

Whilst it is tempting to start using the 
oval now, it is important that the grass is 
left to fully establish itself.  

The oval will be open for use in 2012. 

This will ensure the oval can be enjoyed 
by residents and students of the future 
Bonner Primary School for many years  
to come!

TURF LAID ON BONNER NEIGHBOURHOOD OVAL                                                                                                                                             

Bill Ferguson Circuit is named after a Trade Unionist and 
Aboriginal Politician, and will provide access to the Bonner 
local shops.  

Born in Darlington Point, New South Wales in 1882, 
Ferguson, his wife and their twelve children eventually 
settled in the regional town of Dubbo. In 1937, Ferguson 
launched the Aborigines’ Progressive Association (APA) in 
the town. 

In November that year he was a witness before the 
Legislative Assembly’s select committee on the 
administration of the Aborigines Protection Board.  When 
these proceedings failed to initiate reform, Ferguson, 
along with fellow Aboriginal leaders, William Cooper and 

John Patten, organised a ‘Day of Mourning’ conference for 
Aboriginals which was held in 1938. 

In 1943 the Aborigines Welfare Board, which had 
replaced the Protection Board, elected two Aboriginal 
representatives to it, with Ferguson being one. Ferguson 
was a member of the board until 1949.

By February 1949, Bill was vice-president of the New South 
Wales branch of the Australian Aborigines’ League. 

In June that year, Ferguson, believing that both political 
parties ignored Aboriginal welfare resigned from the Labor 
Party and stood as an Independent candidate for the seat of 
Lawson.

Rawson Homes at 
Bonner Living Showcase


