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Introduction 

The LDA is pleased to provide its second bi-monthly newsletter for 2017. These Safety Updates are provided 

to assist in creating a culture and awareness of safety in our industry and addressing safety trends across 

LDA’s construction sites.  This Newsletter will help inform discussion relating to work health and safety in 

general and promote awareness about any emerging work health and safety trends or risks. 

Summary 

The LDA is currently managing 13 civil/landscaping construction contracts with a value of more than $134 

million.  The LDA undertook five audits during the months of March and April in accordance with the ACT 

Government’s Active Certification Policy. In the five Audits undertaken during this reporting period there 

were no Non-Conformances, continuing the positive trend from the previous period and further 

demonstrating the commitment of our teams in implementing WHS management systems for our projects.  

During March and April 2017 there were nine reports of work health and safety incidents including two 

notifiable incidents involving heavy vehicles. There were no injuries as a result of these notifiable incidents, 

however it is concerning to have two incidents involving heavy plant, which could have had the potential to 

result in serious injuries to personnel working on these sites.   

The incidents reported for the last two periods are summarised in the table below: 

                                                                                Incident Reporting 

March/April 2017 January/February 2017 

Personal Injury incidents:  2 

 Employee tripped over. 

 Car accident with oncoming traffic whilst 
employee was leaving site and entering public 
road. 

Personal Injury incidents:    5 

 Struck thumb whilst shovelling gravel. 

 Cut to hand whilst cutting form work. 

 Cut left hand whilst hammering in steel peg. 

 Truck driver slipped whilst unloading float. 

 Labourer stepped on a nail. 

Notifiable incidents:   2 

 Plant rollover (Skid-steer loader). 

 Truck reversed into a parked car. 

Notifiable incidents:    0 

 There were no notifiable incidents within this 

period. 

Property Damage:    2 

 Whilst loading a truck, a large rock fell and 

dented cabin of truck and handrail. 

 Empty water barrier blew into a passing car. 

Property Damage:    1 

 Ute clipped another ute at the site entrance. 

Other incidents:    3 

 Unexpected find (suspicious article). 

 Un-inducted worker identified on site. 

 Near miss - excavation beside Streetlight 
Conduits. 

Other incidents:    0 

 There were no other incidents within this 
period. 
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The second two months of 2017 has seen an overall increase in the number of incidents reported, including 
two notifiable incidents.  

The types of incidents reported in March and April 2017 were concerning, particularly given that a number of 
them had potential for resulting in serious injuries to employees working on these sites. 

These incidents highlight the importance of being vigilant in implementing practical and effective safety 
control measures on our sites. While we all acknowledge the importance of a comprehensive WHS 
management system, it’s equally important to ensure its effectively being implemented on site. Most 
importantly we need everyone on our sites and in our teams to buy into a proactive safety culture where 
safety is always at the forefront of what we do, to make sure our sites are safe for us all.  

 

WHS Audits – Key outcomes & findings from recent audits 

Some details of recent observations and findings from Active Certification Audits is provided below to help 
provide feedback to LDA’s Contractors and Consultants to assist our Industry in further developing our WHS 
systems and learn from other project audits which are being undertaken across all LDA’s sites. 

 Consideration should be given to keeping a copy of first aider’s certificates of training on site. 

 Consideration is given to reminding all operators of mobile plant and drivers of trucks and motor 

vehicles that a pre-start must be conducted at the start of every day prior to use. 

 Consideration is given to involving more workers in the conduct of Safety Walks / Inspections. 

 Consideration needs to be given to completing the Assessment of First Aid Needs in the workplace 

Compliance Code. 

 

Excavation around Utilities 

In this newsletter we are highlighting the ongoing risk surrounding excavation, particularly when working 

around existing utilities which may include services such as: 

 High pressure gas mains, 

 Electrical cables, including overhead wires, 

 Telecommunications, and 

 Hydraulic services. 

The majority of our sites will have these services running through the site, or directly adjacent to it and while 

measures can be taken by the team to undertake the required investigations and locations during both the 

design phase and prior to starting any excavation on site, the risks of an unidentified service may still exist as 

these services don’t always show up in Dial before you Dig (DBYD) enquiries. 

While it is important to undertake DBYD investigations prior to starting any works on site, it’s also important 

that you be aware of any other evidence or signs of underground services, prior starting work. When working 

on a brown field site or in an existing road verge the risk of finding unidentified services is increased and 

needs to be managed appropriately. 


