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Introduction 

The LDA is pleased to provide its bi-monthly newsletter for September and October 2016. These Safety 

Updates are provided to assist in creating a culture and awareness of safety in our industry and addressing 

safety trends across LDA’s construction sites.  This Newsletter will help inform discussion relating to work 

health and safety in general and prompt awareness about any emerging work health and safety trends or 

risks. 

Summary 

The LDA is currently managing 10 major civil/landscaping construction contracts with a value of more than 

$128 million.  The LDA undertook seven audits during the months of September and October in accordance 

with the ACT Government’s Active Certification Policy. In the seven Audits undertaken during this reporting 

period there were 14 observations raised, however a positive note was that there were no Non-

Conformances.  

During September and October 2016 there were reports of five work health and safety incidents. While four 

of these incidents were relatively minor, one was a Notifiable Incident under the WHS Act 2011. 

These incidents are summarised in the table below: 

                                                                                 

Incident Reporting 

September/October 2016 July/ August 2016 

Personal Injury incidents:    1 

 Fall into uncovered NBN pit. 

Personal Injury incidents:    4 

 Slip 

 Stepped on nail 

 Bump to head 

 Dislocated finger 

Notifiable incidents:    1 

 Debris from work site hit passing car 

Notifiable incidents:  1 

 Truck trailer – roll over 

Property Damage:    3 

 Ute  backed into parked loader 

 ATF fence fell hitting a passing car travelling 

on a public road 

 Excavator hit a portable toilet with its bucket 

Property Damage:    Nil 

 

Other incidents:    Nil 
 

Other incidents:   Nil 
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The last two months has seen the same number of incidents reported, compared to the previous reporting 
period.   

There was one Notifiable incident in this reporting period involving a piece of debris from a work site which 
hit a passing car travelling on a public road adjacent to the work site.  

A second incident occurred involving the public when a section of ATF fencing adjacent to the public road 
blew onto the road during a period of high wind, hitting a passing car. 

These two incidents highlight the importance of safety on our sites, particularly the safety of the public in 
work areas where our sites are directly adjacent to roadways or publicly accessible areas. It is important that 
when planning works adjacent to roadways and public areas that project teams carefully consider the 
controls which are to be implemented to eliminate any risk to the public.   

Christmas Shut Down 

The next few weeks will see works on our sites drawing to a close for 2016. Given that sites will be closed 
with no activity or personnel onsite over the Christmas period it’s important that all our sites are left secure 
and safe over the Christmas break. 

As part of preparations for the shut down period it’s important that the following be considered: 

 Sites are securely fenced to restrict unauthorised access. 

 Emergency Contact details are listed at the site access gate and details for the emergency contacts 
are forwarded to LDA prior to the shutdown. 

 All sites are left safe with no unsafe excavations and all sump and pit lids are secured. 

If there are any concerns with respect to individual sites or security over the Christmas break please raise 
with your team as part of your next site meeting. 

WHS Audits – Key outcomes & findings from recent audits 

Some details of recent findings from Active Certification Audits is provided below to help provide feedback to 
LDA’s Contractors and Consultants to assist in further developing our WHS systems and learn from other 
project audits which are being undertaken across all LDA’s sites. 

 Review of procedures for storage and stacking of 20 litre drums on site to minimise manual handling 
risk associated with lifting drums too high.  

 Relevant signage for the types of dangerous goods stored on site to be displayed on the Dangerous 
Goods Store. 

 Review of systems/ procedures for Plant Maintenance scheduling is undertaken to ensure the 
rectification of any defects which are identified by operators. 

Initiatives 

Following a spate of recent incidents on one of LDA’s sites which involved vehicles reversing into parked 

machinery, the Principal Contractor has undertaken a review of their site procedures and implemented a 

reverse parking only policy on their site as a control measure to avoid reoccurrence of these types of 

incidents. Whilst reverse parking on site is not a new concept, it is pleasing to see Contractors looking at 

possible trends across their sites and implementing practical control measures to address any trends and 

reduce incidents on their sites. 

 

This is a great practical initiative which can easily be implemented on the majority of our sites and the LDA 

encourages all our project teams to investigate the implementation of these types of practical measures 

across all sites. 


