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Introduction 

The LDA is pleased to provide its fourth bi-monthly newsletter for 2016. This month sees a new report format 

with expanded content and reporting on positive trends and initiatives relating to work health and safety 

matters on LDA’s construction sites.  

These Safety Updates are provided to assist in creating a culture and awareness of safety in our industry and 

addressing safety trends on all of LDA’s construction sites.  The Newsletter will help inform discussion 

relating to work health and safety in general and prompt awareness about any emerging work health and 

safety trends and risks. 

Summary 

The LDA is currently managing 13 major civil/landscaping construction contracts with a value of more than 

$135 million.  The LDA undertook seven audits during July and August 2016 in accordance with the ACT 

Government’s Active Certification Policy. In the seven Audits undertaken during this reporting period there 

were seven observations raised, however a positive note was that there were no Non-Conformances.  

Two of the Audits undertaken on one LDA site resulted in no Observations or Non-Conformances for both 

the Contractor and Engineering Consultant involved on this project, which was a great result for the two 

parties involved and highlights the good work that has been put into the development of their safety 

management systems and their implementation on site. 

During July and August 2016 there were reports of five work health and safety incidents. While all of these 

incidents were relatively minor; four resulted in minor personal injuries, with one incident being a notifable 

incident. These incidents are summarised in the table below: 

                                                                                Incident Reporting               

July/August 2016 May/June 2016 

Personal Injury incidents:    4 

 Slip 

 Stepped on nail 

 Bump to head 

 Dislocated finger 

Personal Injury incidents:    4 

 Cut 

 Fracture 

 Sprain or Strain 

 Trip 

Notifiable incidents:    1 

 Truck trailer – roll over 

Notifiable incidents:  Nil 

Property Damage:    Nil Property Damage:    Nil 
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Other incidents:    Nil 
 

Other incidents:   4 

 Near miss fallen tree due to rain 

 Near miss of vehicle collision 

 Potential unidentified material exposure 

 Asbestos air monitor gave high reading 

 

The last two months has seen an overall decrease in the number of incident reports which is a positive 
movement, however a number of these incidents have again resulted in lost time injuries.  

There was one notifiable incident in the last reporting period involving a trailer rollover, which occurred 
whilst in the process of delivering material to site. The Contractor’s response to this incident and their 
attitude can only be described as positive and they have taken the opportunity to refocus their attention and 
implement new and improved controls and procedures for their future projects. 

The ongoing wet weather during this reporting period has again been challenging and whilst the propensity 
for incidents to occur is heightened in these wet and slippery conditions, the decrease in incidents is a 
reflection of the continuing improvement by all. 

Future months 

The coming months will hopefully see some dryer conditions on our construction sites and whilst projects 
have experienced significant delays over the last few months, LDA wishes to stress that safety is paramount.  

We encourage all our Contractor’s to discuss any safety concerns with us and use our regular site meetings to 
foster open discussions relating to WHS, program or any other issues that may impact on safety on our sites.  

Initiatives 

LDA held a WHS briefing in August 2016 with all our major Contractors who are currently working on LDA 
projects. This information sharing session was initiated to encourage two way communications on WHS in 
our industry and across our projects. The meeting was also attended by Michael Whitehouse from 
Procurement and Capital Works to highlight the importance of working around moving plant, particularly 
following the recent fatality on an ACT Government building site. 

Attendees agreed that it would be a positive move to hold regular WHS meetings to foster communication 
and feedback on WHS for LDA’s projects. It was agreed to hold similar meetings bi-annually with the next 
meeting to be held in early 2017. 

 

Training 

A reminder that the ACT Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Authority has a number of 
approved courses specifically relating to WHS which are supported with rebates for eligible ACT building and 
construction industry workers.  

The LDA contributes a levy to the ACT Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Authority annually 
and encourages the Civil Engineering industry to contact the Authority and discuss opportunities that may be 
available to further WHS skills and training for employees within our Industry.  

For more information visit: www.trainingfund.com.au  

http://www.trainingfund.com.au/

