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MONCRIEFF

Hello Moncrieff residents!
In this bumper-sized issue, we introduce you to 
some of your enterprising neighbours and offer 
you a guide to services in your area. This is the final 
issue of the Moncrieff Mingle newsletter. We’ve 
loved working with the people of Moncrieff and 
it’s great to see some of Moncrieff’s community 
sites become activated. The Taqwa school started 
its new life in Moncrieff at the beginning of 2021. 
Mingle is also delighted to be working with 
Canberra Hindu Mandir to help deliver a  

ground-breaking celebration on the site for 
their future temple. Everyone’s invited and we 
encourage you all to come along.
Mingle is winding down its program in Moncrieff 
at the end of June 2021 but there is still time for 
you or your community group to request Mingle 
support for a community initiative, activity or 
event. Send us a message on Facebook or email 
mingle@act.gov.au and let us know how we can 
support you.

@MoncrieffMingle suburbanland.act.gov.au/minglemingle@act.gov.au 02 6205 0600

Hindu Mandir 
Ground-Breaking

O’Keefe Avenue and 
Hoffman Street
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Our Neighbour Day community picnic on 28 March was part of the 2021 Celebrate Gungahlin 
Festival. Last year’s festival was cancelled due to COVID-19 so it was great to see the festival 
return in a new format with events spread out across Gungahlin. Mingle supported the festival 
by organising Neighbour Day picnics in three Gungahlin suburbs.  A big thanks to Northside 
Community Service, Moncrieff Landcare group, Gungahlin Community Council and Taqwa School 
for hosting stalls and activities at the event. Our heartfelt thanks also go out to everyone who 
came along to enjoy the celebrations.

Lisa has lived in Moncrieff for four years and she loves the 
beautiful open spaces and the neighbourly feel. She says,  
“The community is very friendly and engaging”. 
Lisa works at Northside Community Service (NCS) as their 
Community Development Coordinator. You may see her at 
the Moncrieff Community Recreation Park helping to run 
the “Activities in Gungahlin” after school sports sessions on 
Thursdays.  
Each Tuesday, on her day off, Lisa helps to run the local playgroup 
at the Moncrieff Recreation Park from 10am – 11:30am. This group 
is open to children from 0-5 years and is parent-led. 
Thank you for speaking with us Lisa! 

Alex Freeman is a proud Moncrieff resident and the 
co-owner and director of Accelerate Futsal. With young 
children of his own, Alex is passionate about accelerating 
children’s development through Futsal, one of the world’s 
fastest growing indoor sports with origins stretching back 
to South America in the 1930s.
Alex also loves getting some down-time, riding his bike 
around the countryside surrounding Moncrieff. 
Accelerate Futsal coaches aspiring young Futsal players 
aged 5-12 years. Their programs run all year around 
with over 100 boys and girls taking part! If your family is 
interested in checking out Futsal programs, please visit 
www.acceleratefutsal.com.au
Thank you for sharing your story with us Alex! 

Thanks for coming to Moncrieff 
Neighbour Day community picnic 

Know Your Neighbour 

Meet Lisa!

Meet Alex!



Shannon is a member of the Margaret Hendry School Parents 
and Citizens (P&C) Group. She has a huge passion for bringing 
community together and would like to study community 
development in 2022. Shannon says: “This is our 4th year in 
Moncrieff. I love the diversity of the families, the proximity 
to different shops and the local school’s progressive attitude 
towards education. The community focus in this area is amazing 
and the people are some of the best I’ve met so far in my life.” 
Shannon is seen here holding up the much-loved Moncrieff tea 
towel that was created by Mingle for residents several years ago. 
Thanks for sharing your love of Moncrieff with us Shannon! 

John and his family chose their block in Moncrieff for the beautiful 
views. They love living in a new community that is peaceful and quiet 
while being close to the shops. 
Three years ago, John started a family business from their home 
and he continues to be impressed by the local demand for Greek 
food. John’s Family Kitchen began with just a single table and has 
grown to a full commercial kitchen! John’s son, Theo also works in 
the business, catering for events and selling their baked goods to 
supermarkets across the ACT. 
John says that their success is possible because of the support of 
their neighbours and the ACT Government. 
Thank you, John and Theo, for sharing your story and your delicious 
food with Mingle! You can find out more about John’s Family Kitchen 
by searching them on Facebook.

Meet Shannon! 

Meet John and Theo! 



The Gungahlin Community Council 
(GCC) is a voluntary, not for profit, 
community-based association 
operating in the Gungahlin area. The 
council’s aim is to create a strong 
community identity and create a 
forum for community members 
to have a voice. The Council also 

champions the needs of Gungahlin to 
legislators and officials.
For more information, please visit:  
gcc.asn.au
Contact  info@gcc.asn.au   
 (02) 6152 9170

In our neighbouring suburb, this valuable 
community initiative has helped many 
Moncrieff residents in times of need and has 
gratefully received donations from Moncrieff 
residents in times of plenty!
Ngunnawal street pantries’ philosophy is  
“Give when you can and take when you need”.
Food, clothes, kitchen items and toys can 
be donated or picked up from four different 
properties in Ngunnawal. 
The pantries are open 8am till sunset and are 
ideal for immediate and anonymous use. 

Kitchen, clothes, craft, toy and book 
pantries are available for everyone! 
Food for people and pets and items 
from the men’s, women’s and  
baby pantries are only for those  
in most need.
Please visit the Facebook page  
for up-to-date information -  
facebook.com/
ngunnawalstreetpantry

Moncrieff is part of a Buy Nothing group 
on Facebook! 
Buy Nothing groups are local Facebook 
groups where people can gift, lend and 
share items with their neighbours.
Buy Nothing groups aim to promote 
recycling and community connection. 

You can read the global Buy Nothing 
movement’s mission and rules at:  
buynothingproject.org/the-fine-print 
You can find your local group on 
Facebook by searching Buy Nothing 
Moncrieff 

Gungahlin Community Council

Ngunnawal street pantries

Buy Nothing Moncreiff/Taylor/Jacka

Moncrieff Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
formed in October 2018 and is part 
of NHW ACT. The group has nearly 
10 volunteers who help out in the 
committee and with letterbox drops 
and events. 
NHW is a community-led safety and 
awareness program. Working in 
partnership with ACT Policing, NHW 
aims to prevent crime, reduce social 

isolation and increase safety, security 
and quality of life for everyone in the 
community.
Membership is open to all Moncrieff 
residents over the age of 18 and there 
is no fee to join. Application forms are 
available from: nhwact.com.au
For more information, email:  
moncrieff@nhwact.com.au

Moncrieff Local Services Directory

Moncrieff Neighbourhood Watch 



The Margaret Hendry Parents & Citizens Association (P&C) 
links the school with the broader community. 
The P&C fulfils many vital roles in the school including 
representing the wishes of the community, fundraising, 
organising events, and generally collaborating with the staff 

to ensure a positive learning environment for students.  
You can contact the P&C on  
margarethendry.pc@gmail.com 
You can also follow them on Facebook by searching 
Margaret Hendry P&C

Activities@Gungahlin is Northside 
Community Services’ free, community 
run sports and recreation program 
for children aged 5 years and over and 
is free to attend. Sessions run during 
school term at:
•  3:30pm - 5:00pm on Wednesdays 

at the Ngunnawal Sports grounds
•  3:30pm - 5:00pm Thursdays at the 

Moncrieff Recreation Park. 

The sessions are facilitated by local 
sporting clubs and organisations 
who generously donate their time 
to showcase their sport or activity. 
Children have the opportunity to try 
out a wide range of activities from 
soccer, hockey to even taekwondo, 
frisbee, skipping, hip-hop dance.

Parents and Citizens 
Association (P&C) 

Activities @ Gungahlin 

As many of you know, Moncrieff has its own 
residents’ group on Facebook.  Resident 
groups allow you to share ideas and events, 
ask each other questions, post pictures of 
things happening in your suburb, and help  
to keep each other safe. 

Why not join the Moncrieff residents’ group 
to keep up to date with what’s happening in 
Moncrieff and connect with your neighbours?  
Just search ‘Moncrieff Residents’ on 
Facebook and request to join.

Join the Moncrieff Residents Facebook group

Did you know that there is a bike 
library at Margaret Hendry School? 
The library offers free long and 
short term loans of quality second 
hand bicycles to the Canberra 
Community.  Each bike comes with 
a bell, lock and helmet. Any child 
under the age of 16 will need to 
have a parent or guardian present 
to hire the bike.

The Bike Library is an initiative 
between Northside Community 
Service, Margaret Hendry School 
and GIVIT - Goods for Good Causes. 
Check the bike library Facebook 
page for more details:  
facebook.com/bikelibrarycbr

Borrow a bike from the 
Margaret Hendry School 
bike library 



Capacity building 
workshops

As part of Mingle transitioning out of Moncrieff, we 
are running some workshops for people who would 
like to learn how to organise their own community 
activities and events or to recreate some of the 
activities Mingle has brought your community.   
Email: mingle@act.gov.au  or check our Facebook 
page for details of sessions you can attend including:

•  Mingle’s tips, tricks and fun facts for creating 
community events

•  How to write successful government grant 
applications

•  How to navigate ACT Government requirements  
to host a community event

How to create your  
own community events

Having parties and events is a great way to bring your 
community together. Mingle has received questions 
from residents on how best to book a park for your 
event or activity.
Small local events, such as a family BBQ or party do not 
require a booking.  
Larger events, or events that require a marquee, 
structures or where you are looking to sell items such as 
a market stall may incur fees and charges.  
Users must apply for a public land permit to use public 
land for an event. Please be aware that public assets 
such as BBQs, fixed tables and chairs are unable to be 
booked/reserved.
To ensure your application is assessed in time we 
recommend submitting your application at least 28 
days in advance for smaller events (less than 100 
people). Applications for larger and more complex 
events can take up to six months to be approved. Once 
the application is approved you will receive an approved 
permit with terms and conditions via email.

You can do this by searching for “application to use 
public place for events, Access Canberra” and clicking 
on the apply online now option.
•  There are no associated fees for non-commercial 

related activities, unless electricity or gate access is 
required. Fees can be found on the website at Event 
bookings on public land.

•  The use of pegs to install tents or marquees is 
prohibited at many sites due to underground pipes/
irrigation. If you put up marquees or tents, they must 
be weighted down to be held in place.  

•  For the application to host a charity fundraiser you 
will require a letter from the charity stating that  
they will be accepting the donation as proof that  
the stall is not for personal profit. Charities are 
usually familiar with this process and it should be 
easy to obtain. 

•  If you have booked an area of a local park for an 
event, keep in mind that the community still have 
the right to access the park and playground facilities.

How to book parks



Mingle was delighted to attend the opening of the new 
Taqwa School in Moncrieff on 25 February. Minister for 
Education, Yvette Berry MLA, presented the Suburban Land 
Agency with a certificate of appreciation for its support of 
the school.
Amanda Bartels, the school’s principal wrote: “Taqwa 
School has just made the huge move to Moncrieff. We are so 
excited to finally be here. We are a small Islamic school with 
approximately 130 primary school students and ten staff 

members. Our buildings have all been funded by the Territory 
and Federal Governments and we are incredibly grateful for 
the way in which our new community has welcomed us. 
Our future plans include building a community garden which 
will not only support the learning of the students but also 
provide a space for interested locals to get their hands dirty. If 
you would like to know more about our school, please contact 
me personally at: principal@taqwaschool.act.edu.au”

Taqwa School’s new home in Moncrieff

New Community Hub at 
Margaret Hendry School
Moncrieff residents have a new space that can be used for 
FREE by community members for meetings and groups, 
including existing activities:
•  Coffee Cart/Honeycomb Café – Every weekday  

8:30am-9am
• Playgroup – Mondays & Fridays 9:30am-11am
•  English Conversation Group – 11am-1pm on 

Thursdays 
 

•  Craft and Conversation Group  
– 1pm-2:45pm on Thursdays

• Bike Library – by appointment 
•  Activities@Gungahlin Sports program – Thursday 

after school in wet weather 
If you want to know more about these activities or are 
interested in booking the space to provide a service to 
the community please contact Tammi, the Community 
Coordinator: Tammi.O'Callaghan@ed.act.edu.au

Talk to us about local shopping opportunities 
Suburban Land Agency will be talking to 
the community in coming weeks about 
three commercial sites in Moncrieff 
and Taylor. We want to work the with 
community to understand needs and 
wants and how this will influence the 
release to the market. The Moncrieff 

sites are located off Horse Park Drive 
on the corner of O’Keefe Avenue. The 
Taylor site is on the corner of Grenfell 
Avenue and Langmead Street. If you 
would like to take part in the community 
engagement, send us an email at 
SLAengagement@act.gov.au



Disclaimer: The Suburban Land Agency makes no warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and recommends obtaining independent 
financial, legal and accounting advice before considering purchasing land or making an offer to purchase land. Produced by the Suburban Land Agency.

@MoncrieffMingle suburbanland.act.gov.au/minglemingle@act.gov.au 02 6205 0600

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of the lands and waters where we live and work, and pay our respects to the elders past, present and future.

A message from Canberra Hindu Mandir
Dear Moncrieff residents,

As you may be aware, Canberra Hindu Mandir (CHM) is building a temple in Moncrieff. To celebrate this 
occasion and before commencing the construction of the Temple, CHM will be hosting a ground-breaking 
ceremony at the site.

You are cordially invited to attend the ground-breaking on Saturday, 5 June 2021, from  
9:00am- 3:00pm, between O’Keefe Avenue and Hoffman Street, Moncrieff.
The ground-breaking ceremony is a significant ritual performed to prepare the land before a construction 
begins.  The ground-breaking ceremony will be performed by a Hindu Priest and will be attended by 
prominent community leaders, Hindu practitioners, Ministers and community members. We will also be 
live-streaming this event to various communities across the world. 

The temple will cover approximately 2,500 square metres and consist of temples for Shiva family, Vishnu 
family and Shirdi Sai Baba – Guru. The facility will also boast a commercial kitchen, a vegetarian canteen, 
a Cultural Hall for hosting large events, rooms for ethnic/vedic classes, and library.  

Temple design will be environmentally efficient and has been designed by a local Canberra architect.  
The design complies with Suburban Land Agency’s regulations for community facilities and blends with 
the Moncrieff surroundings. We look forward to seeing you on the day. For more information, please  
visit hindumandir.org.au.
With your support, we can make this day more memorable, fun and inclusive, following COVID-19 
guidelines.

Thursday
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