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What a start to 2020! 
Moncrieff residents have displayed huge support and positive 
gestures during COVID-19 and therefore we wanted to give a 
shout out to everyone who has been spreading neighbourhood 
kindness. Teddy bears and coloured Easter eggs in windows, 
chalk messages and rainbows in the streets, neighbours 
interacting across driveways and fences are just some of the acts 
of kindness shared through resident Facebook pages. Residents 
have also offered free home-grown veggies, plants, puzzles and 
board games and delivered uplifting letterbox messages. This 
illustrates great community spirit and displays creative ways to 
colour shared spaces across the suburb. 

Make sure you take a look at #SomeGoodNewsMoncrieff stories 
popping up on Facebook, Instragram or Twitter. 

Don’t forget to share your own stories, images or videos on social with the #SomeGoodNewsMoncrieff. 
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Margaret Hendry School message

Moncrieff falls within the priority enrolment area for  
Margaret Hendry School and applications for 2021 are now open!  

For more information on enrolment visit education.act.gov.au 

Resident story – we will get through this  
Having seen so much kindness happening in Moncrieff in the face of COVID-19, we got in touch with local resident Emma  
and husband David along with their children Jeremiah and Imogen who spread joy in their community by decorating their 
front window. When asked what inspired them, Emma said ...

Meet our new team member –  
Simone Penkethman Simone Penkethman has joined Mingle this past 

month and will be working in Reahn Aitchison’s role 
as she heads off on maternity leave. Simone has a 

strong community development, event management, 
and placemaking background which will be useful in 

developments of the Mingle program in Moncrieff. 

Simone has worked for over ten years with community 
service organisations in north Canberra and enjoys 

collaborating with communities. Simone is currently 
studying at ANU toward a Master of Digital Humanities 

and Public Culture to complement her skills in 
the community sector. We welcome Simone and 

look forward to being able to get back out into the 
community so that you can meet her too!

... for us and the kids, it was pretty simple. It was such an  
unknown time, we were all just put into isolation, no one really 

knew what would happen next, but we knew that after a storm, comes 
a rainbow. So, it was actually my six-year-old daughter’s idea to bring a 
smile to people as they were out walking. We then painted ‘we will get 

through this’ and ‘keep on smiling’. We can’t control the things happening 
in the world, but we could control how we responded to it.  

Our whole family then put handprints on the window, just as  
symbol to say that we are all here and we care.

The response was so beautiful! We have met so many new people through 
the front window, people saying ‘thank you’. My favourite though is 

hearing little children ask their parents what it says. One parent stopped 
and hugged their little girl and we could hear her saying, “We will get 

through this sweetheart, I know it’s scary at the moment and you miss 
school, but we will get through this ...”
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Libraries ACT update

Report illegal dumping 
We want to help residents of 
Moncrieff to maintain a thriving, clean 
and welcoming community, where 
all are proud to live. With concerns 
around litter and illegal dumping, 
take a look at the simple steps below. 

Take rubbish with you. If you head out for a walk or join 
the family for a day in the park, please be mindful to take 
all your rubbish with you. Rubbish left in playgrounds is a 
hazard to children and to our environment. 

Be mindful of the wind blowing wheelie bins over. Ensure 
your bins aren’t overfilled and that the lids closed.  
Residents are encouraged to put their bins out on the 
morning of collection (rather than the night before) and 
bring them back in as soon as possible.

Pick up after your dog. Moncrieff is full of great areas to 
walk around. By cleaning up after your dog you can help 
keep walking through the suburb enjoyable for everyone.

Surveys, Mingle activities  
and online engagement

Thanks to everyone who participated in our recent survey and shared 
their views about tailored virtual activities. Mingle are busy working 

behind the scenes to bring these exciting ideas to life! 
Be the first hear about our upcoming virtual activities and  

other Mingle news by following the @MoncrieffMingle Facebook  
page and subscribing to our email list at  

suburbanland.act.gov.au/moncrieff/mingle.

Did you know 
that you can 

become a 
member of your 

local library 
online?

The library has become such an important 
resource for families since lockdown began.  

Residents have been able to access e-books, audiobooks as 
well as other digital resources to learn and create. The library 
has a range of digital activities on their website for children of 
all ages and on Facebook the ‘Giggle & Wiggle’ and story time 

is a hit with the youngsters.

The Gungahlin branch reopened on Monday 18 May and will 
operate from 10.00am to 5.30pm weekdays. 

Some services remain suspended, please check the  
Libraries ACT website for the full list of restrictions, limitations 

and changes put in place by each of our ACT public libraries.

library.act.gov.au

Reporting Illegal Dumping (RID). Illegal dumping is a concern 
for all in our community. It pollutes your waterways and is 
a waste of resources because most dumped items can be 
recycled or reused. It can also attract vermin such as rats 
and cockroaches and looks unsightly to locals and visitors  
to the area. Dumped materials may contain hazardous waste 
and it's a financial burden to you as a rate payer. 

To report illegal dumping call Access Canberra on 13 22 81.



Did someone say ‘community garden’?
As construction at the new Taqwa School on O’Keefe Avenue continues, Acting Principal,  

Amanda Bartels is looking at ways the school can be an active part of the Moncrieff community.  
Taqwa School would like to create a space for a community garden on their school grounds and are  
asking Moncrieff residents to be part of the planning process to help get the garden up and running.  

If you have some advice, skills or support to offer, please contact Amanda at  
amanda.bartels@taqwaschool.act.edu.au or email us at mingle@act.gov.au
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Fix My Street
Do you know about  

Access Canberra’s Fix My Street? 
The online portal has a simple search feature that 

allows you to see information on your suburb. 
This includes quick links to regular maintenance 

schedules and hot topics, as well as an interactive 
online map that displays maintenance works 

already being actioned in your suburb. 

For more information or to report  
an issue that needs fixing visit 
accesscanberra.act.gov.au 
/app/services/fixmystreet 


