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Hello Whitlam Community!
Welcome to the second Whitlam Mingle newsletter! 
Our newsletters will reach you several times each 
year. For now, these are electronically distributed. 
However, as more residents move in to the suburb, 
you will also receive the newsletter straight to your 
letterbox. The Mingle team also send out electronic 
updates and infomation about what is coming up in 
your area. 
Register for other electronic news such as event 
invitations by subscribing your name and details on 
our website at suburbanland.act.gov.au
The Suburban Land Agency’s Mingle program 
is here to kickstart your community as part of 
our commitment to creating great places where 
communities thrive. Mingle is a community 
development program that connects with 

community in the early years of a suburb.  
Working alongside the Whitlam 
community and guided by you, Mingle 
will help to create:
• a safe place through information sessions and 

potentially a neighbourhood watch group
• fun places for kids through community activities 

and playgroups including activities for teens
• a sustainable community with things like 

environmental groups and communal gardens
• an active community with dog walks and local 

walking and cycling groups
• a local community that is empowered to feel like 

they belong.
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We’re getting  
ready to play Energy Rebate 

success for 
residents

Building a  
greener future

Whitlam’s newest park is looking terrific. With BBQs, 
amenities, fun play equipment for all ages and stunning 
views across to the Brindabellas, this park will be one to 
mark your birthday, sunny afternoon or quiet book on a rug.
The park features natural materials in the play spaces 
including recycled wharf timber, sandstone walls and 
boulders dug out of the ground during construction of 
Whitlam roads and house blocks. The man-made elements 
draw on artistic and sculptural inspiration using laser cut 
screens and patterns in the synthetic soft-fall ground. The 
overall landscape principles include abstract depictions of 
birds’ eggs, sticks and nests.   
Stay tuned for opening updates and in the meantime, enjoy 
the basketball half court and other recreation areas just off 
McDonagh Crescent as well as the park and play equipment 
on Maymuru Road.

Whitlam’s first two Energy Rebate applications have 
been processed and paid. Congratulations to these 
residents who have each received their $10,000 
rebates for including sustainable features in their 
new homes.
We have updated information relating to the rebate 
requirements and have made submissions easier 
with an online form. Visit the SLA website for 
information on how you too can receive the rebate, 
see the updated guidelines, and use our new smart 
form to submit your application. 

With approximately 250 houses under construction, 
Whitlam is a hive of activity. Soon to be residents 
are selecting building materials, gardens are being 
established and  lighter coloured roofs are being built.
Urban environments compared to a nature reserve 
for example, feel hotter. An urban setting with limited 
trees, concrete paths, asphalt roads, dark roofs, and 
lots of buildings all make for a hotter environment. 
Light-coloured roofs help to reflect some of the heat 
away from your home, assisting to create comfortable 
temperatures inside your house as well as remove some 
heat from the neighbourhood.
Take a look around Whitlam and you will see a lot of 
light-coloured roof choices.  A roof choice is one of 
several actions listed in the Whitlam Energy Rebate, 
helping to build more sustainable, liveable homes and 
contribute positively to our environment.

Did you know... 
that a light-coloured 
roof can keep the 
area around your 
home cool? ?

suburbanland.act.gov.au

1800 777 952   |  

HOME ENERGY 
REBATE PROGRAM
Rebate of $10,000 for  
Single Residential Home Buyers
STAGE 1 & 2 ONLY

ELIGIBILITY 
GUIDELINES



Whitlam on display

Whitlam 
Local Centre Staying connected

Later this year eight Canberra builders will reveal their 
display homes in Whitlam. Open to the public, these 
homes will showcase beautiful designs whilst also 
highlighting the latest sustainable building practices 
across a range of budgets. 

Our thanks to all those who have provided their thoughts 
and ideas on the future Whitlam Local Centre – your new 
shopping area. We have been delighted with your ideas and 
enthusiasm! See below for what Spencer aged 6 would like 
to see. Your feedback will help shape a place brief for the 
Whitlam Local Centre which will guide future development 
for the site through a place and design framework.  
Keep checking in to the project by visiting  
yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/whitlam-local-centre.

Have a question? You can contact Simon Cox, Development 
Manager 6205 3198 or email SLAengagement@act.gov.au.

Whitlam is conveniently located near major 
cycle ways, great walking options and easy 
driving routes connect you to Belconnen, 
Civic and the rest of Canberra. Did you 
know you that Whitlam is already on the Transport 
Canberra bus network? The route 47 provides easy 
connections to Belconnen, Whitlam and Denman 
Prospect with an hourly service on weekdays. Visit 
transport.act.gov.au for timetable and other info.

In addition, SLA will be welcoming you to its Display 
Village before spring. This precinct will include 
community spaces and demonstration housing 
that will provide inspiration for those looking for 
sustainable design and accessible living, as well as 

multi-generational homes that cater for young 
families through to those of us that want to age 
in our communities. As part of the precinct, the 
Whitlam Display Village will showcase the many 
elements that can improve the liveability of a 
home, a suburb and a community.
On the corner of Klaus Moje Street and 
Sculthorpe Avenue you will notice bright fence 
mesh, planting and the finishing touches on 
some impressive buildings. This is just part 
of your Innovation Precinct. Stay tuned for a 
program of events and community drop-in 
times. Within a few months our Sales team, 
Mingle team, project experts and exciting 
guests will be on hand in the Village to answer 
questions, provide information, create fun ways 
to meet new neighbours and to support you in 
creating your Whitlam.

7MAY

First Saturday of the month
Stay tuned to Whitlam Mingle 
Facebook for details – each 
month (weather pending) 
we will bring fun activities to 
Whitlam’s many green spaces.

PLAY

DAYoutside



Disclaimer: The Suburban Land Agency makes no warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication and recommends obtaining independent financial, 
legal and accounting advice before considering purchasing land or making an offer to purchase land. Produced by the Suburban Land Agency.

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of the lands and waters where we live and work, and pay our respects to the elders past, present and future.
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COVID-19 and our 
responsibilities
All events and activities hosted or 
supported by Mingle have measures in 
place to ensure your health and safety. 

We monitor government health updates and 
COVID-19 restrictions and as circumstances 
change, we may be required to alter, postpone  
or cancel events at short notice. All Mingle  
events will adhere to capacity restrictions, 
physical distancing practices and health and 
hygiene measures.

If you are feeling unwell, we remind you to please 
stay home and please follow the latest health 
advice. For the latest COVID-19 information visit 
covid19.act.gov.au.

On the verge Great resources  
in your areaWhat is the Whitlam verge bond and how do I claim it back? 

During construction of your new home, you are required to 
protect the verge and repair any damage upon completion 
of your building and landscaping works. To ensure that 
verges are returned to their original clean and tidy state after 
construction, a $1000 bond was required from all homeowners 
at the time of settlement. Here you can view all the details 
and conditions of having this bond returned.

What is a verge?  
It is the (public land) area between your property 
boundary line and the kerbside and gutter. 
What can happen to the verge? 
Damage can occur mainly from heavy vehicles, 
machinery or equipment.

We’d love to share these activities and resources 
with Whitlam residents. Here are some handy links 
and organisations you may find useful:
• Woden Community Service  – our partner in 

Whitlam helping to deliver on our commitment 
to community development. wcs.org.au

• Namarag – A 35 hectare nature space right on 
Whitlam’s doorstep. Plan your adventure at  
bit.ly/Namarag

• Molonglo Valley Community Forum – Your local 
community council welcoming your input and 
participation. mvcommunityforum.org.au

• Pedal Power – active about being active on 
bikes all around Canberra. Social rides and 
much more. pedalpower.org.au

• Be waste wise and dispose of your litter and 
unwanted goods responsibly. Check out City 
Services website for details of drop points 
and collection centres. You can report illegal 
dumping by calling Access Canberra on  
13 22 81 or fill out the Access Canberra 
Feedback Form.

Your  
Mingle 
Team
Hi, I am Sophie 
and I am looking 
forward to getting 

to know current and future residents of Whitlam. I am here 
to  help you create a thriving community. I want to see your 
ideas grow and blossom, help you to meet more locals. My 
goal is to ensure Whitlam has fun, interesting and useful 
activities for residents of all ages and stages of life. If you 
see me or the other friendly Mingle staff, please say hi and 
tell us what you love about Whitlam and what matters to 
you in your neighbourhood. 
Stay connected with the Whitlam Mingle Facebook page 
facebook.com/WhitlamMingle for info on when and 
where to find me in Whitlam over the next few months. 
Later this year, Mingle will have a home inside the Display 
Village with lots of great spaces and programs to share.

?

Here’s what do you need to do:
1. Keep your verge protected from damage and debris
2. Once your build is complete, fill out the Whitlam Verge 

Bond Application Form. 
Please contact the Suburban Land Agency  
(02) 6205 0600 or email suburbanland@act.gov.au  
if you have any questions. 


