
Since its closure in 1976, the Brickworks’ 
historical value and its potential to serve 
our community has been unrealised. The 
Planning and Development Strategy 
for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs 
(2014) includes restoration of the historic 
Brickworks and the development of high 
quality public facilities including new 
parks: a spectacular Quarry Park on the 
site of the old quarry, Westridge Park to 
the south of Denman Street and a third 
park which incorporates the Yarralumla 
Railway Remnants heritage area.

The Brickworks is on the ACT National 
Trust’s ‘most at-risk’ sites in Canberra due 
to its ongoing neglect. To do nothing is no 
longer an option. The Canberra Brickworks 
+ Environs Planning and Development 
Strategy has been developed following 
commissioning of a Conservation 
Management Plan to address the heritage 
restoration of the Brickworks and broad 
community consultation undertaken in 
2010-2011.

The ACT will be home to half a million 
residents by 2033 and we will require 45,000 
more dwellings. We know that housing 
supply is a critical issue for Canberra and 
land is running out on the fringes of the city. 

The ACT Planning Strategy (2012) sets a target 
for the delivery of 50% or more of new 
housing through urban intensification. The 
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning 
and Development Strategy proposes the 
development of land surrounding the 
Brickworks to provide a range of housing 
options, and commercial space primarily 
located in Deakin to support the West 
Deakin Business Park.

The Canberra Brickworks + Environs project 
is an example of how the ACT’s strategic 
planning policy – which was informed by 
conversations with the Canberra community 
in Canberra Time to Talk 2030 – can now 
be implemented in our city. Time to Talk 
Canberra 2030, released in January 2011, told 
us that Canberrans want a more compact 
city that will better support a public 
transport system and deliver a better mix 
of housing across the ACT. This catalyst 
project will contribute to the strategic 
directions and actions set out in the 
ACT Planning Strategy and Transport for 
Canberra (2012) – to create more compact 
development around the city’s town and 
group centres and major public transport 
routes. 
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Planning and Development Strategy  
for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs:   
Information Update

historic photograph of the Brickworks

About the LDA
The Land Development Agency 
(LDA) is an ACT Government 
agency within the Economic 
Development Directorate. Our 
mission is to contribute positively 
to the economic and social 
development of the ACT, by 
building vibrant and sustainable 
communities – through 
greenfield and urban renewal 
projects for the development of 
residential, commercial, industrial, 
community and non-urban land.



CommuniTY 
BEnEfiTS 

Providing homes for 
Canberra’s growing 
community
Housing supply is a critical issue for Canberra 
and opportunities for new housing and 
choices are important for the future of the 
city. Our population is growing strongly and 
is also ageing. 

The Canberra Brickworks + Environs provides 
an ideal location for urban renewal to 
meet the needs of our community. It is 
located close to transport, shops, services 
and increasing employment opportunities 
at West Deakin. The Planning and 
Development Strategy for the Brickworks 
+ Environs will provide approximately 
1,600 new homes on this 41.95 hectare site, 
contributing towards our city’s target of 
45,000 new homes by 2030 under the ACT 
Planning Strategy (2012). 

The Brickworks + Environs Strategy 
incorporates a range of housing options in 
order to appeal to a diverse mix of people 
and household types. This includes more 
compact and low maintenance housing 
to allow locals to age in their community 
without the need to move away from friends 
and family.

Breathing new life into 
the Brickworks
The Brickworks was listed on the ACT 
Heritage Register in May 2001, but little has 
been done to preserve it since its closure. 

The ACT Government is committed to 
conserving this national icon – the Canberra 
Brickworks – and has demonstrated this 
commitment with an upfront investment 
of $1.5 million in funding, as well as the $2.9 
million committed to remediating the site in 
the 2013–14 budget. The ACT Government 
commits to stabilising and making safe the 
Brickworks complex to enable alternative 
uses for this important site.

Following preliminary ‘make safe’ works, 
the Brickworks will be publicly accessible, 
creating a Quarry Park and Brickworks 
complex that complement each other as a 
major new public space in Canberra. This 
area can be used for a myriad of activities, 
such as community and cultural events 
and pop-ups to support new and creative 
enterprises, and future opportunities for 
adaptive reuse of the Brickworks will be 
explored.

Disclaimer: The plans, examples and 
information contained herein are for 
illustrative purposes only and should 
not, without further inquiry, be relied 
upon as to their ultimate accuracy. To 
the extent permitted by law, the Land 
Development Agency (LDA) will not 
be responsible for any loss or damage 
that may be incurred as a result of your 
reliance upon these materials.
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Keeping Canberra 
green
A high quality public realm with new 
parklands and on and off road pedestrian and 
cycle paths will all be provided as part of the 
Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and 
Development Strategy. The current Strategy 
will facilitate the development of three new 
parks:

•	 The 4.17 hectare Quarry Park will be 
located on the site of the old quarry. It 
will be an important public space for the 
enjoyment of both the local community 
and visitors to the area. The ACT 
Government has committed $10 million 
towards creation of this unique parkland 
which will celebrate the geology and 
cultural heritage of this important site. 
The public domain will incorporate water 
sensitive urban design, public art, new 
playground and footpaths.

•	 Westridge Park will be located to the 
south of Denman Street and will be 
approximately 2.18 hectares in size. It will 
provide a green buffer between existing 
homes in Yarralumla and the proposed 
new residential community.

•	 A third high quality landscaped space 
will incorporate the Yarralumla Railway 
Remnants heritage area. It will be 
approximately 3,600 sqm in size.

our aim is to ensure that 
renewal of the Canberra 
Brickworks + Environs integrates 
well with its surrounds. Existing 
green spaces in Yarralumla are 
a great asset and we aim to 
enhance these through linkages 
in the open space network 
between Central Canberra and 
Woden. 
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SuSTainaBlE 
ouTComES

Protecting our 
heritage
The current Planning and Development 
Strategy will facilitate restoration of 
the historic Brickworks in line with 
the Conservation Management Plan 
(CMP) which was approved by the ACT 
Government in May 2010. The CMP found 
the Brickworks, as Canberra’s ‘first factory’, 
has a high level of historical, scientific, 
aesthetic and social value for both the local 
area and broader Canberra. 

We cannot continue to allow the Brickworks 
to deteriorate. Our priority is to make sure 
the Brickworks is still around in the future 
– so that members of the community can 
safely access the Brickworks and experience 
the history and memories this important 
place holds. 

A total of $2.9 million in Government funding 
has been allocated to undertake remediation 
of an area that was previously used to dump 
building materials, located to the west of 
the Brickworks kilns. Remediation works 
will commence on site this year and will 
continue until 2015. Notifications about 
upcoming works will be distributed in the 
local community and will also be posted on 
the ‘News & Events’ section of the website 
(www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra). 

Quality design 
The LDA is responsible for development 
outcomes across the full study area, 
including the Brickworks. The LDA is 
committed to sustainable development 
that provides a high level of quality for 
new residents and the existing community. 
One of our core principles is focusing on 
sustainable and innovative practices, to help 
ensure that Canberra continues to be a great 
place to live. Sustainability encompasses 
everything from site planning and energy 
efficiency to the provision of high quality 
open spaces. 

The proposal includes a number of buildings 
with maximum heights ranging from two 
to eight storeys. The development will be 
stepped, so that lower rise buildings are 
located near existing homes in Yarralumla. 
Higher buildings will be located next to 
current traffic corridors, in West Deakin (ie up 
to eight storeys) and along Adelaide Avenue, 
Cotter Road and between the golf course 
and the Brickworks (ie six to eight storeys). 
The rest of the site will include a mix of two, 
three and four storey buildings. 

hardy kiln under construction in the 1920s

a visitor to the Brickworks factory
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Managing traffic 
Located adjacent to the major transport 
corridors of Cotter Road and Adelaide 
Avenue, the Brickworks + Environs project is 
well placed to meet the needs of Canberra’s 
growing population. This sustainable new 
development also responds to the ACT 
Government’s policy for urban consolidation. 
New residents will enjoy convenient access 
to public transport options, community 
facilities, recreation areas, and a host of other 
amenities in the local area. 

A new bus stop will be created on Adelaide 
Avenue – on the Woden-City route of the 
blue rapid bus and bike service, which will 
improve access to public transport for all 
members of the local community.

A traffic and transport study was undertaken 
by SMEC in 2013 to support planning for the 
Brickworks + Environs site. Recommended 
traffic improvements will also include 
extension of the Dunrossil Drive axis as a 
linear tree-lined street, and provision of a 
new formal approach and entry from Cotter 
Road to the Governor-General’s residence 
and the Brickworks. 

Future upgrade of Cotter Road (between 
Yarralumla Creek and the Tuggeranong 
Parkway) will be delivered by Territory and 
Municipal Services Directorate (TAMS). 
Proposed road duplication and new 
interchange at the junction of Cotter Road 
and Adelaide Avenue will be required due 
to increasing traffic volumes associated with 
the new district of Molonglo. 
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ovERviEW of 
ThE Planning 
anD 
DEvEloPmEnT 
STRaTEgY

About the Planning and Development Strategy
Key features of the current Planning and 
Development Strategy include:

•	 Initial ‘make safe’ of the Brickworks to 
allow potential future uses

•	 The development of three new high 
quality urban parklands, incorporating 
Canberra Brickworks and associated 
railway remnants

•	 The construction of approximately 1,600 
new dwellings and approximately 15,000 
sqm of commercial space

•	 Building heights that are respectful 
of the existing scale of neighbouring 
suburbs and where appropriate, 
increased heights that deliver density 
along current transport corridors

•	 A layout that respects the ceremonial 
approach to Government House.

The key differences between this Planning 
and Development Strategy and the Draft 
Strategy from 2010 are:

•	 The overall development area has 
been reduced, with the new boundary 
aligning with the Dunrossil Drive and 
entry to Governor-General’s estate

•	 There are three parks including originally 
proposed Quarry Park and Westridge 
Park, and a new high quality landscaped 
space incorporating the Yarralumla 
Railway Remnants heritage area

•	 The size of the Quarry Park has increased 
to 4.17 hectares with the removal of 
previously proposed housing at its 
northern end

•	 The road to the East of the Quarry Park 
terminates within the park, but maintains 
connection with the existing pedestrian 
network

•	 Commercial space has been reduced 
and is primarily located in Deakin to 
support the West Deakin Business Park

•	 There is more estate housing proposed 
in strategic locations

•	 The development will be delivered in 
stages with all three parklands contained 
within the initial stage.

The site
The site comprises 
approximately 41.95 hectares 
located at the ‘intersection’ of 
adelaide avenue, Yarra glen, 
and Cotter Road, within the 
suburbs of Yarralumla and 
Deakin. 

it is an area of local, regional 
and national significance. 
The site includes the former 
Canberra Brickworks – a 
significant heritage item. The 
Brickworks was Canberra’s first 
factory operating between 1913 
and 1976, and today provides 
a reminder of Canberra’s 
industrial and social history. 

The site is on a major axis with 
Parliament house and the entry 
way to government house. a 
number of significant Canberra 
landmarks are located adjacent 
to the site, including the 
national mint, the governor-
general’s residence and lake 
Burley griffin. 

it also acts as an important 
gateway to the city from 
Woden, Tuggeranong and 
molonglo.

LegenD
 Study area Boundary

 heritage Elements

Proposed building heights are 
shown as maximum number of 
storeys (x)

N
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Planning 
anD 
ConSulTaTion 
PRoCESS

What’s happened so far?
The Planning and Development Strategy will act as a framework to 
guide future land use, traffic and transport planning, and infrastructure 
investment for the Canberra Brickworks + Environs. 

Work undertaken to date as part of the Canberra Brickworks + Environs 
Planning and Development Strategy includes: 

•	 Background studies on heritage, environment, traffic, transport  
and infrastructure 

•	 Preparation of a Conservation Management Plan and  
Site Analysis Report

•	 Community consultation around a series of options for the site (2010-11)

•	 Preparation of the Draft Planning and Development Strategy (2010)

•	 Internal reviews and approvals

•	 Further studies including traffic and transport, remediation and 
feasibility studies

•	 Preparation of the current Strategy (2013)

•	 Consultation on the current Strategy (2014) – We ARe HeRe

Consultation to date
a broad process of community consultation 
was conducted from april 2010 to february 
2011 to support development of the Draft 
Strategy for the Canberra Brickworks + 
Environs. Community feedback was sought 
on a number of planning options for the 
Canberra Brickworks + Environs and a 
preferred Draft master Plan presented 
in 2010 (ie the Draft Planning and 
Development Strategy).

Further information and 
public comment
for details of the upcoming Community 
Information Session and opportunities  
for public comment, please see the next 
page or go to www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra 
and follow the links to ‘Consultation’.

next steps
Once strategy development is complete, the statutory processes of amending 
the Territory Plan and the National Capital Plan will be undertaken. This will 
include a period of public notification and opportunity for public comment. 

Further opportunities for you to have your say will be available as part of the 
formal public consultation associated with the relevant statutory processes. 

For further information about the planning and consultation process please go to 
www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra.

Ph
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e

April - May 2010 June - August 2010 December 2010 - 
February 2011 May - June 2014 Ongoing

Understanding the 
site, community values, 
interests and aspirations

Strategy development 
– options / scenarios

Finalising the draft 
Planning Strategy

Release of the current 
Planning Strategy

Statutory planning 
associated with the 
Brickworks + Environs

• Key stakeholder 
interviews

• Project website
• Community survey
• Project Reference Group 

meeting 1
• Newsletter 1
• Community Conversation 

Workshop 1

• Project Reference Group 
meeting 2

• Newsletter 2
• Community Conversation 

Workshop 2
• Website update
• Project Reference Group 

meeting 3
• Newsletter 3
• Additional Community 

Conversation Workshop 3
• Website update

• Additional stakeholder 
meetings

• Project Reference Group 
meeting 4

• Flyer/Newsletter 4
• Community Information 

and Feedback Session
• Additional public 

displays
• Additional phone survey
• Website update

• Website update
• Newsletter 5
• Meetings with key 

stakeholders including 
the Project Reference 
Group 

• Community Information 
Session and guided 
tours (Saturday 31 May)

• Public comment and 
submissions (until 
Monday 30 June)

• Formal public 
consultation associated 
with the relevant 
statutory processesA

ct
iv

it
y

Consultation 
on the current 
Planning Strategy 
– We ARe HeRe
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finD ouT 
moRE anD 
havE YouR 
SaY

Public comment and submissions
We welcome all members of the community and interested parties to find out more 
about the current Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and Development Strategy, 
by participating in a Community Information Session.

Date:  Saturday 31 May 2014

Time:  Please drop in any time from 10am-1pm

Venue:  Canberra Brickworks (located at the ‘intersection’ of 
Adelaide Avenue, Yarra Glen, and Cotter Road, within the 
suburbs of Yarralumla and Deakin)

Please note, in case of poor weather, the session will be held in 
Yarralumla Uniting Church Hall in Denman Street Yarralumla (ie 
between Abbott Street and Kintore Crescent).

There will also be an opportunity for public comment for a period of four weeks 
following the Community Information Session – until Monday 30 June 2014.

If you would like to comment on the Canberra Brickworks + Environs Planning and 
Development Strategy or make a formal submission, please send all correspondence to:

Land Development Agency
TransACT House
470 northbourne Avenue
Dickson ACT 2602
Ph: (02) 6205 0600
Fax: (02) 6207 6110
email: brickworks@act.gov.au 

More information
For more information about the current Strategy please go to  
www.lda.act.gov.au/canberra


