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Hello,

As the Monlonglo Valley settles into the cooler months of the year with views of snow topped mountians, cold starry nights and sparkly frosty mornings. 

The Mingle team is using this time to focus on the next 12 months and plan a year of engaging activities. 

On 1 July 2017 the Land Development Agency was replaced with two new entities ‘Suburban Land Agency’ and ‘City Renewal Authority’. 
The Mingle Program will continue to be coordinated by the ‘Suburban Land Agency’ who will focus on the delivery of greenfield residential estates, land releases and affordable housing, as well as urban renewal projects in town centres and suburbs. You will still see the same familiar faces in the Mingle Team.

For now, we hope you are keeping warm and enjoying winter. Don’t forget you can send us photos of what you are getting up to and we will share them on the Molonglo Valley Mingle Facebook page.

The Mingle Team
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BIGGEST MORNING TEA

Heavy rain at the beginning of the event, meant 
that we had to pack up before we had time to start. 
However a special thanks is giving to the Charles 
Weston P&C who was already set up and continued 
cooking through until finer skies appeared. 

The Molonglo Valley residents also got together to 
think of ways to still support the ACT Cancer Council. 
An online auction of the three stunning cakes 
(pictured above) was held. 

This resulted in your community raising $302.50!

www.lda.act.gov.au.molonglo/mingle
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
A development update was provided at the Community 
Information Night on Thursday 11 May 2017. You can find 
the complete video and all the other talks from the night on 
the Molonglo Valley Facebook page or on the Environment, 
Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 
(EPSDD) webpage at www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/
current_projects/studies/molonglo_valley_stage_2_
planning_project

COOMBS 3A SHARED PATHWAY AND LANDSCAPING
Construction has begun on a shared pathway and landscaping 
in Coombs 3A. The path will extend around the pond from 
the corner of John Gorton Drive and Edgeworth Parade to 
just north of Edgeworth parade and Scotford Street. The area 
around the construction will be fenced off, so please take care 
when walking near the fenced area.  Construction is expected 
to take around six monthts.

JOHN GORTON DRIVE 3A 
Construction has started on upgrading the first 900 metres of 
Coppins Crossing Road (to be known as John Gorton Drive) 
south of William Hovell Drive to a dual carriageway, and the 
construction of two signalised intersections. The first, William 
Hovell Drive / John Gorton Drive will include additional lanes 
and new signals. The second intersection is on John Gorton 
Drive and will provide access to Whitlam to the west, and to a 
new collector road to the east.

The road project will also incorporate a 600mm diameter 
watermain that will supply to all of Molonglo Stage 3.

MOLONGLO STAGE 3
The new urban development area of Molonglo 3 is bounded by 
William Hovell Drive to the north, the Arboretum to the east, 
the Molonglo River to the south and the Kama Nature Reserve 
to the west. The suburb of Whitlam will be the first stage of the 
urban development and is located west of the current Coppins 
Crossing Road (which will become John Gorton Drive). 

For information about the Molonglo Stage 3 planning and 
design framework, please visit http://www.planning.act.
gov.au/topics/current_projects/studies/molonglo_
valley_stage_2_planning_project.

WRIGHT AND COOMBS DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
The ACT Government is planning the next stages of Wright and 
Coombs in the Molonglo Valley. A Development Application 
(DA) for these stages has been lodged with the EPSDD 
for approval.

The DA outlines plans for of a mixture of single residential and 
Multi Unit blocks totalling 427 dwellings in Coombs and 425 
dwellings in Wright, two community facility sites in Wright, 
along with landscaped areas including playgrounds. The DA 
is subject to a public notification period, comments are now 
closed however you can still view the DA here www.planning.
act.gov.au/development_applications/pubnote
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MAINTAINING YOUR 
NATURE STRIP / STREET VERGE
A nature strip, sometimes called a street verge, is the 
strip of land between a residential property boundary 
and the adjacent roadway.

The maintenance of the nature strip is the responsibility 
of residents. Further information is available at 
www.tccs.act.gov.au/city-living/public_land_
use#naturestrips, here are a few suggestions on how 
to look after your nature strip:

• Keep grass or ground covers lower than 30 cm so it 
does not cause a line of sight problem or a fire hazard.

• Keep all plants on both the nature strip and the 
property border near the footpath pruned back in line 
with the edge of the footpath. This helps those using 
the footpath to walk safely with access to the whole 
path.

• All litter, weeds or debris should be cleaned up to 
keep the area neat and tidy.

If you have any questions about a Government street 
tree, you can contact Access Canberra on 13 22 81.

upcoming Mingle events!

Tree Planting

27 August

Technology Education Exchange* August

Play Date In The Park
4 October

Wright vs Coombs Sports Day October

Community Info Night
November

1
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4
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The Mingle program would like to know if there is 

an interest from residents in attending a technology 

education exchange session to learn some useful tips 

on getting you started with Facebook.

This session will run you through account set up, 

how to like, comment or share a post from 

your page and more. Interested? Please email  

mingle@commsatwork.org and we will keep 

you updated. 

More information on events and activities can be 

found online at www.molonglovalley.com.au and 

www.facebook.com/molonglovalleymingle

Following some feedback we have decided to reduce 

our environmental impact and only produce printed 

communications quarterly (or for major events). 

We will continue to post regularly on facebook and 

send out emails.

GENERAL COMMUNITY UPDATES
We have an enthusiastic and passionate young resident 
in the Molonglo Valley, who would like to establish a 
Touch Football activity. If this is something you would 
be interested in, please visit the following link and 
complete the short survey. This information will enable 
Zachery to see what days, times etc would be best for 
this activity.

http://bit.ly/2sQCWdu

If you have any problems with the form, please email 
Karen at mingle@commsatwork.org

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING OR HEAR 
SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING
The Australian Federal Police came along to our resident 
meeting on 21 July. They reinforced that If you see 
anything unusual happening in your suburb to contact 
Crime Stoppers ACT and report details so they know 
about a crime that has been committed or information 
about criminal activity they believe is being planned. 

Crime Stoppers relies on you being the eyes and ears in 
your community. Remember, “if you see something or 
hear something, say something” -  Crime Stoppers 1800 
333 000 or www.crimestoppers.com.au. Reporting 
details can be anonymous, and rewards of up to $1,000 
are available for information that leads to an arrest. 



STREET NAME FEATURE
The streets in Molonglo Valley all have a story behind the 
person they are named after. Do you know the meaning of 
your street name? We have chosen a street in Wright and 
Coombs to highlight this month. If you are interested in 
finding out more visit www.planning.act.gov.au/tools_
resources/place_search.

CHELSWORTH STREET, WRIGHT

Irma and Laurie Chelsworth were conservationists and 
bush regenerators on the north coast of New South Wales 
who worked to save rainforests and old growth forests. 
Both were founding members and active campaigners 
for the establishment of the Lismore Rainforest Botanic 
Gardens. Laurie served as the management committee’s 
first President.

CORNELIUS STREET, COOMBS
Dr Stella Cornelius devoted a lifetime to peace, conflict 
resolution, and social justice issues. Stella was a fashion 
designer during the period 1938-78 and established 
‘Cornelius Furs’. Which was internationally recognised for 
its quality merchandise and design. In 1973 she initiated 
a Peace and Conflict Resolution Program for the UN 
Association of Australia.

Stella was the Director of the Australian Government’s 
Secretariat for United Nations International Year of Peace, 
1984-86 and initiated the Media peace prize in Australia 
for the United Nations. Stella was appointed an Officer of 
the Order of Australia in 1987 in recognition of service to 
international relations, particularly in the cause of peace.

She was also awarded an honorary doctorate by 
Macquarie University; was a State Finalist in the Senior 
Australian of the Year 2007 and awarded the United 
Nations Association of Australia International Peace 
Award in 2010.

FIND A WORD T A G G A R T T N S
U E R D F R A D O E
D U N P H Y O N T T
Y B S R U O O R U T
S B I G W E A E P L
I G A M A X T B E E
V U U J O W E T T M
I L O O K H E R E E
P W I L L E S E E N
C A S T A N O T I T
A R E S T R O M A X
R U O X E N I C A PA: Streets in Wright and Coombs

Let’s have some fun with the July Find a Word. 

DUNPHY
SETTLEMENT
PLUMWOOD
CASTAN
JOWETT
WILLESEE
TAGGART
BERNDT
STROM
XENICA

Q: What is the theme of the Find a Word?



Getting out and exploring the local parks of the Molonglo 
Valley with your dog is great way of meeting other people 
in the area. However, please be aware that the parks in 
both Wright and Coombs require you to have your dog 
on a leash at all times. If you would like to take your dog 
to an off leash park, please visit www.tccs.act.gov.au/
city-living/recreation/recreation-with-my-dog for 
information on locations.

Cat containment aims to protect native wildlife in 
areas where cats pose a serious threat and has been 
implemented in some of Canberra’s newer suburbs 
including Wright and Coombs.

Cats can be kept indoors or go outdoors in a purpose 
built enclosure.

Domestic Animal Services (DAS) is responsible for 
administration and regulation of the Domestic Animals 
Act 2000 including cat containment compliance and 
enforcement. If you observe a roaming cat in a cat 
containment area you can contact DAS for advice by 
emailing dogcontrol@act.gov.au or on 13 22 81. 
Please be aware that DAS responds to a number of 
domestic animal matters and respond to matters in order 
of priority (i.e. aggressive dogs and dog attacks being more 
urgent). As such, a DAS ranger may not be able to respond 
immediately to your concerns regarding a roaming cat.

PETS OF MOLONGLO VALLEY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Nature ignites passion, inspiration, creativity and purpose. 
We are inviting all Molonglo Valley residents to come on down to 
the Molonglo Valley river corridor and participate in a morning of 
connecting community with nature.

Different from the tree planting event last year, we only have 60 
casuarina tube stock trees to plant. Come and explore a different 
part of your neighbourhood, meet people from your community 
over a cuppa and celebrate the end of winter by planting a tree. 
No need to commit to the whole two hours, you can pop by for 
10 minutes or more.

How to get there:
The easiest way to access the tree planting is by driving. Entering 
via Opperman Ave on the Coombs side, you will drive down a 
short dirt road to the temporary dirt carpark. There you will be 
greeted by the Mingle team who will show you where to walk and 
plant your trees.

What to bring:
All planting equipment will be provided. We recommend you;
• Wear long pants and sturdy shoes
• Bring a hat, water bottle, sun cream and gardening gloves

If you are interested in coming along, please register via 
https://mvtreeplanting2.eventbrite.com.au

MOLONGLO VALLEY

TREE
PLANTING

OPPERMAN AVE,
COOMBS

SUN 27 AUGUST
10AM - 12PM



Disclaimer: The Suburban Land Agency makes no warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of information in this publication 
and recommends obtaining independent financial, legal and accounting advice before considering purchasing land or making an offer to 
purchase land. Printed on 100% recycled, carbon neutral, Australian-made paper. Produced by the Suburban Land Agency. www.suburbanland.act.gov.au

FIX MY STREET
Fix My Street is an online reporting facility providing 
direct contact with ACT Government agencies.
Residents can submit feedback and service requests 
relating to a variety of issues in your area online at 
www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/forms/
fixmystreet

For urgent safety issues please ring Access Canberra 
on 13 22 81.

STAY INFORMED

Keep informed about Mingle activities, 
events, and other updates.

 www.molonglovalley.com.au

 www.facebook.com/MolongloValleyMingle

 mingle@act.gov.au

In addition, a Facebook page has been developed 
for residents by residents, to find out more visit 
www.facebook.com/MolongloValleyCommunityGroup

H20K – ACT HEALTHY WATERWAYS
The best solution to protecting our waterways is to 
manage water where it falls and to prevent stormwater 
washing pollutants like leaves, soil and litter down 
the drain. Many people in the region are already using 
innovative and cost-effective solutions to manage 
rainwater that falls on their block. Do you have ideas on 
how to better manage rainwater on your block?

As part of the H2OK: Keeping our waterways healthy 
education program, funding is available to urban 
homeowners in the ACT and region to implement 
innovative, best practice stormwater management 
practices on their block. Grants of up to $3,000 for urban 
homeowners are available for projects that may include:

• building a rain garden
• disconnecting or diverting downpipes
• rainwater tanks, mini-tanks or barrels
• water sensitive gardens, swales and mulch
• nature strip treatments (ACT, Queanbeyan)
• pervious and permeable paving
• infiltration systems
• composting systems

For more information and to apply visit 
www.environment.act.gov.au/water/act-healthy-
waterways/h2ok/demonstration-sites-grants-
program 


