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and this region. We would also like to acknowledge and welcome other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who may be attending today’s event.
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Introduction

TheSuburbanLandAgency(SLA)Built Formteam are delightedto providethis updateto the StakeholderAdvisoryGroup (Group)memberson

the North Wright CompactHousingProject(the Project). It hasbeena privilegeto meetwith youover three workshopssofar, with a focuson the

Stage1 precinctlandscapeandtownhousedesign; on sustainabilityandliveability; designingwith Country; andbuildabilityandvaluefor money.

Sincewe last met, a lot has been happening‘behindthe scenes’to progressthe Project. The designteam have finaliseda well-mannered,

sustainableandlandscape-orientedStage1 concept,drawingon the beneficialinput of the Group,the NationalCapitalDesignReviewPanel,and

our SLAExecutiveand Board. With Stage1 constructionplannedto commenceearly-2024, we are excitedto provide this final Projectdesign

updateandto highlighthow your feedbackhashelpedshapethe Project. Wewill alsoupdateyouon Stage2 next stepsin early-2024.
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Recap of Stage 1 Project principles

CONCEPT1: MOREAFFORDABLEΨaL{{LbDaL55[9Ω: Stage1 provides23 singleanddoublestorey3-bedroomdual-keyandsurveillance‘eyeson

the street’townhousesand extendable‘Roomto Grow’2-bedroom townhouses,designedto ‘+SilverLevel’accessibilityand‘aging-in-place’

guidelines. Asa highlylandscape-orientedprecinct,the townhousesaverage105sqm(GFA)with blocksrangingfrom 200-250sqm. Sustainability

featuresincludenet-zerototal carbonfootprint townhouses(comparedto BAU),all-electric,rooftop solar,energymanagement,battery EV-ready.
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Summary of workshops and Stage 1 design progress

Oct 2022
Place-led 

landscape + 
ideation

Dec 2022
People-centred 

housing + 
ideation

Feb 2023
Housing + 
landscape 
priorities Compact, flexible + 

future-proofed
Reduced resource 

use + cost
Low energy use 

+ cost
Landscape-oriented 

+ low water use
Occupant amenity 

+ comfort

Addressing the ‘missing middle’, a 
growing population, housing choice and 
‘+Silver Level Livability’ accessibility
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As the Project workshops progressed, key 

elements or ‘ingredients’ were refined into core 

Stage 1 themes for innovation, sustainability and 

‘doing more with less’ (as seen below and at 

Figures 1-3, right and overleaf): 

V Compact, flexible + future-proofed

V Reduced resource use + cost

V Low energy use + cost

V Occupant amenity + comfort

V Landscape-oriented + low water use

Summary of workshop-ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ΨǊŜŎƛǇŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƎŜ м tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΥ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ΨŘŜŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŜǊΩ ƎŀƳŜΥ р Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ р ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƎŜ м ŘŜǎƛƎƴ
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Entry

V Cover over entry

V Wall with hooks

V Front door with glazing

Bathroom + laundry

V Step-free, manoeuvrable

V One bathroom is fine

V Separate bath + shower

V Separate toilet

V Euro laundry

V Layout for accessibility 

V Sink + vanity storage

Bedrooms

V Built-in wardrobes

V Flexible space for home office / 

hobby area / nursery

V Queen sized bedroom

V Single bedroom

V Small space with higher ceilings

V Door out / external access from 

bedroom

Storage

V Robes to ceilings

V Separate small garden shed

V Linen cupboard

V Above pantry storage

V Storage space in carport/garage

Courtyard gardens / outside areas

V Be ‘surrounded by nature’

V Enclosed courtyard

V Minimise fences –1 x fenced space 

for kids and / or pets

V Paved space for outdoor living

V Covered space for all weather use

V Landscape and low water use

V No ‘mow’ grasses (no astroturf)

V Water tanks away from courtyard

Cars and laneway

V Bike, scooter, pram storage

V One unroofed car space 

V Lockable single garage/carport

V Vegetated/activated laneway

Living, kitchen and dining

V Higher ceilings and more light

V Open kitchen shelving

V Straight kitchen / no upper 

cupboards

V Full kitchen with island bench

V Upper-level living (dual-key) 

overlooking laneway / terrace

V Ground floor living adjacent to 

outdoor space

V Option to cook outside

V Layout for accessibility

VSummary table of workshop-derived Stage 1 inclusions

Figure 2: key inclusions identified for the landscape and townhouses
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Summary of workshop-derived Stage 1 themes and priorities

V Planting suited to climate and local indigenous culture

V Vegetated + activated central lane way + public 

realm/nature play 

V Compact housing with integrated courtyard design

V FlexibleΨwƻƻƳ ǘƻ DǊƻǿΩ extendable compact houses

V Healthy, durable, long-lasting + recycled building materials

V All-electric, solar, smart meter, efficient appliances/lighting

V Passive solar, reduced air-leakage and extra insulation

The following pagesprovide key extracts from the larger drawing suite to illustrate designfinalisation againstworkshoppriorities. Thanksto
consultants: Mather Architecture; PLACELaboratory; PlotDesignGroup; Powerhaus, Pidcock/eToolsustainability; NorthropEngineers+JuddStudio.

ImagescourtesyMatherArchitecture

Figure 3. key themes and priorities (above left) and the resultant Stage 1 precinct and townhouse design (above)
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VPlanting suited to climate and local indigenous culture



ACT Government Suburban Land Agency 9

VVegetated + activated central lane way + public realm/nature play 

Picnic and play spaces

Vegetated/activated laneway

30% tree canopy, mounds, shrubs and Ngunnawal planting

Vegetated micro spaces
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VVegetated + activated central lane way + public realm/nature play 
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VCompact housing with integrated courtyard design

13 x 2 bed house types ‘Room to Grow’ extendables

10 x 3 bed house typesincl. dual-key and surveillance
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VCƭŜȄƛōƭŜ ΨwƻƻƳ ǘƻ DǊƻǿΩ ςextendable compact houses

1. 2. 

Can add a room

Examples: 1. 2.

Can add 3rd bedroom

Flexi room

Can add a garage

Flexi space

3. 

A common problem with 
medium density is the 
inability to extend if 
household needs 
change. ‘Room to Grow’ 
townhouses offer 
flexible spaces and can 
be extended by owners.
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VHealthy, durable, long-lasting + recycled building materials

Recycled brick

‘Colorbond’ metal roof

Weathertex

Paperock

Marmoleum

Paperock

Marmoleum

Recycled brick

Weathertex

‘Colorbond’

Paperock
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VAll-electric, solar, smart meter, efficient appliances/lighting

VPassive solar, reduced air-leakage and extra insulation

REDUCE

House size +  HRV   +   Carbon
~105sqm          <5 ACH          net zero

RENEWABLES

All-electric   + Solar  +  Battery
‘Smart metering’ 5-6kW/dw Rebate

RECYCLING

Waste  +  Circular  +  Modular
On-site        Materials      Prefab carports



ACT Government Suburban Land Agency 15

Ian Mudie Laneway

ImagescourtesyMatherArchitecture
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Thwaites North Elevation

ImagescourtesyMatherArchitecture



ACT Government Suburban Land Agency 17

Thwaites North Elevation

ImagescourtesyMatherArchitecture



Thank you
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